
211 West Main Street, Ligonier
(724) 238-6655
www.standardbankPA.com

Navigator Checking customers earn 

$5.00 for every 25 
purchases they make!1

High-paying cash back rewards

No minimum monthly balance

No monthly service fee when you  
complete five bank transactions2

Three self-adjusting package levels

1 Debit card cash rewards, which are based on the card being used for VISA credit transactions (signature-based), include both (1) $0.05 per transaction up 
to 24 transactions AND (2) $5.00 for every 25 transactions that post and settle on the customer’s monthly statement. Rewards will be credited to the account 
at the end of the statement cycle in which they were earned. Maximum monthly reward is $31.20. 
2 When five bank transactions are not met a $7.00 charge will apply. Bank transactions include purchases, bill pays, deposits, withdrawals, etc. Member FDIC
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The Ligonier Val ley 
Chamber of Commerce 
2021 Soup’s On was a 
big success. Pictured are 
all the contest winners. 
Green Gables Restaurant 
took 3rd place for Lemon 
Artichoke soup. Shown 
above are Gretchen 
Conn, manager; Teresa 
Marafnio, proprietor; and 
Alice Ambrose, chef. The 
first place winner of the 
coveted silver spoon went 
to Foggy Mountain Lodge 
for it’s Duck Dumpling 
soup. Pictured are Angela 
Donaldson, manager; Jim 
Dunn, owner; and Karen 
Dunn, owner. Second 
place went to Lauren 
Cassler of Carol and 
Dave’s Roadhouse for 
the San Marzano Tomato 
soup. Also pictured are 
Ligonier Valley Chamber 
of Commerce Board 
President Joyce McIntire 
and Executive President 
Amy Beitel.
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Soup’s On winners claim the coveted silver spoon

BY JENNIFER SOPKO
For The Echo

Ligonier Borough officials have changed plans concerning 
their selection of a new zoning and code enforcement officer 
and the potential sale of the municipality’s former police 
station.

Council on April 8 voted 7-0 to appoint Karl Horman as 
Ligonier Borough’s zoning and code enforcement officer.

Councilman Matt Smith said Horman’s construction 
experience would give him “a view from the opposite side” 
in understanding and dealing with municipalities.

Horman, a Ligonier Borough resident for the past 14 years, 
is a project superintendent for the Noralco Corporation, a 
Pittsburgh-based excavation and demolition company. He is 
a graduate of Berlin Brothersvalley High School.

“I think he’ll do a really good job. He’s a young guy so 
hopefully he’ll stick with it for a long, long time and really 
gain some good experience and help us out in the future,” 
Smith said.

Horman thanked council for the appointment and said he 
looked forward to working with everyone.

In March, council initially chose Bill Wolford, a member 
of the Ligonier Valley Joint Comprehensive Plan Steering 
Committee, as zoning and code enforcement officer, but that 
pick fell through, Smith said.

Wolford declined the job, councilman Nate Sylvester told 
the Echo after the meeting adjourned.

Council spent nearly an hour in an executive session 
discussing personnel matters.

Altering their earlier plans to sell the borough’s old police 
station at 112 North Fairfield Street, council now intends 
to donate the building to Ligonier Volunteer Hose Co. No. 
1, which has long been connected to the more than 80-year 
old structure.

Council’s unanimous vote is contingent upon agreements it 
will work out with the fire department regarding ownership 
of the current fire station across the street and other items.

The two-story Colonial Revival-style building was Ligonier 
Borough’s police headquarters until the department merged 
with Ligonier Township’s department in 2019 to form the 
Ligonier Valley Police Department.

Council first decided last November to sell the former 
police station building due to maintenance costs and a lack 
of use. It also repealed a 1938 decision to give Ligonier’s 
volunteer fire department “absolute control” over the second-
floor firemen’s room in the building, which originally 
functioned as the borough’s town hall.

Professional Real Estate Appraisal Services, Inc. of 

Borough 
selects new 

zoning officer
Plans to gift old police 
station to fire company

Candidates running 
in the May 18 primary 
election are reminded that 
they have up until Friday, 
April 30, to submit an 
announcement with a 
photo to the Ligonier 
Echo.

Any announcements 
received after April 30 
will not be published.

C a n d i d a t e s  a r e 
encouraged to submit as 
much information as they 
can and also to include a 
contact phone number.

The Ligonier Echo 
reserves the right to 
edit and shorten any 
announcement.

Submit a candidate 
announcement and photo 
to editor@ligonier-echo.
com.

Reminder on 
Ligonier Echo 
election policy

BY TARA EWANITS
Ligonier Echo Editor

It doesn’t take long to brighten 
your spirits inside of El Vaquero 
Mexicano. The restaurant is 
filled with vibrant murals, 
colorful piñatas, handmade-
in-Mexico tablecloths and 
mouthwatering aromas coming 
from the kitchen.

Stephanie and Alfredo 
Hernandez opened the 
restaurant last August and have 
continued to expand. That’s 
right. They opened a restaurant 
when the COVID-19 pandemic 
had dining rooms shuttered and 
allowed only take-out orders. 
And they thrived.

Stephanie credits the 
overwhelming support of the 
Ligonier community for their 
success. “I think Ligonier was 
ready for some culture. They 

wanted something different,” 
Hernandez said.

Stephanie and Alfredo are 
no strangers when it comes to 

serving up authentic Mexican 
cuisine in Ligonier. Prior to 
opening El Vaquero Mexicano 
— The Mexican Cowboy for us 

gringos — they ran Authentic 
Mexican Nights every Friday 

Restaurant hopes to add some 
spice to the Ligonier Diamond

El Vaquero 
Mexicano 
highlights 
authentic 

Mexican dishes

Applications are now available for the 
2021 Youth Conservation Corps Summer 
Internship Program sponsored by the 
Loyalhanna Watershed Association (LWA) 
and the state Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources’ (DCNR) Bureau of 
Forestry.

This eight-week long summer internship 
experience is for currently enrolled college 
students who are interested in contributing 
to the valuable conservation projects 
ongoing in Forbes State Forest in Western 
Pennsylvania. The program will be held 
from June 14 to Aug. 6.

Conducted for more than 30 years, the 
program provides an opportunity to develop 
an understanding and appreciation of the 
area’s natural resources and encourages 

students who are interested in pursuing a 
career in a related field.

Six interns will be selected as registered 
conservation volunteers through the Bureau 
of Forestry to work on conservation projects 
in the state forest and other recreational 
sites, natural areas and outdoor facilities 
available to the public.

Examples of past projects include 
constructing new recreational trails, 
walking bridges and observation platforms, 
resurfacing and maintaining existing 
trails, and implementing stream and pond 
improvement projects.

Interns will also have opportunities to 
participate in outdoor activities throughout 
the summer under the direction of DCNR’s 
environmental education specialist.

After the successful completion of the 
program, each intern will be awarded a 
$2,500 scholarship towards their education.

Interested applicants should contact LWA 
Executive Director Susan Huba at susan@
loyalwater.com to receive an application 
package or for additional information. The 
deadline to apply is April 30.

The LWA was founded in 1971 
to conserve, protect and restore the 
natural resources of the 300 square-mile 
Loyalhanna Creek Watershed located in 
Westmoreland County.

As part of its mission, LWA implements 
a variety of projects and programs in the 
areas of water quality improvement, land 
protection, environmental education and 
community outreach.

LWA seeks interns for summer program

(See Borough on Page 3)
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Stephanie and Alfredo Hernandez, owners of El Vaquero Mexicano, bring authentic 
Mexican cuisine to their vibrant restaurant on the Diamond.

(See Restaurant on Page 2)


