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Navigator Checking customers earn 

$5.00 for every 25 
purchases they make!1

High-paying cash back rewards

No minimum monthly balance

No monthly service fee when you  
complete five bank transactions2

Three self-adjusting package levels

1 Debit card cash rewards, which are based on the card being used for VISA credit transactions (signature-based), include both (1) $0.05 per transaction up 
to 24 transactions AND (2) $5.00 for every 25 transactions that post and settle on the customer’s monthly statement. Rewards will be credited to the account 
at the end of the statement cycle in which they were earned. Maximum monthly reward is $31.20. 
2 When five bank transactions are not met a $7.00 charge will apply. Bank transactions include purchases, bill pays, deposits, withdrawals, etc. Member FDIC
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The Ligonier Township Municipal Authority (LTMA) board 
on April 21 discussed a possible future for the authority’s water 
system that would eliminate the need for its reservoir and slow 
sand filtration infrastructure.

The authority has been exploring potential alternate groundwater 
sources following an inspection of the dam and spillway at the 
reservoir by the state Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) that indicated concerns over the spillway capacity.

Water system engineer Jake Bolby, of the EADS Group, told 
the board that upgrading the spillway capacity at the reservoir 
would be the most costly option for addressing the DEP’s 
concerns. The potential for changing DEP regulations regarding 
slow sand filtration systems and open reservoirs also complicate 
any long-term plans for keeping the reservoir as the authority’s 
main water source.

The least costly of the authority’s options would be to connect 
an existing groundwater source — the authority’s well at 
Waterford Waterworks — to the authority’s water infrastructure 
at the reservoir. A connection between the two sites is already 
planned in the authority’s upcoming major water system 
improvement project, he noted.

Bolby said that the existing Waterford Waterworks well was 
initially rated at a maximum output of 200 gallons-per-minute 
by the DEP, although draw-down testing to determine how many 
gallons per minute the authority can safely draw from the well 
site could potentially increase that rating.

LTMA board 
looks at options 
to eliminate need 

of reservoir

Reaching Eagle Scout is a 
lofty goal. Ligonier Valley 
Senior Tristan Glenn recently 
celebrated the accomplishment 
April 22 with an Eagle Court of 
Honor just after a dedication 
ceremony of his Eagle Scout 
project shelter at the Loyalhanna 
Nature Trail. Glenn had help 
from 22 volunteers, who 
volunteered a total of over 300 
man-hours. He was responisble 
for the project from design to 
construction. Pictured here at 
the ribbon cutting ceremony 
are Scout Jesse Glenn, Tristan’s 
younger brother; Marcus 
Ragland, Scout executive of the 
Westmoreland-Fayette Council; 
Eagle Scout Tristan Glenn; 
Susan Huba, executive director 
of the Loyalhanna Watershed 
Association (LWA); and Scout 
Ben Sparks. Funding for the 
project was made possible by 
a grant from PNC Charitable 
Trust to LWA. Glenn’s project 
extends into the mile-long trail 
by including markers with QR 
codes. Once scanned by a smart 
phone, the codes will take users 
to the LWA website where they 
can learn more about the trail.
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Eagle Scout, LWA dedicate new shelter

Expecting alternative 
groundwater well proposals
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The Ligonier Township 
Planning Commission has 
recommended approval of a 
subdivision plan for Kananga 
Farm.

Kim and Dianne Miller, 
owners of the grass-fed cattle 
farm on Peoples Road, wish 
to split their nearly 257-acre 
preserved farm into two lots 
separated by the roadway.

An existing two-story brick 
dwelling, garage, barn and 
multiple sheds would be 
retained on a 150-acre tract, 
while one additional residential 
structure would be permitted 
on a second 106-acre tract that 
includes all the land east of 
Peoples Road.

The planning commission 
on April 22 unanimously 
recommended the plan with 
the stipulation that a vacant 
apartment in the barn on the 
first parcel is not rentable. That 
restriction follows conditions 
imposed by the Westmoreland 
County Agricultural Land 
Preservation Board (WCALP), 
as Kananga Farm is under 
an agricultural easement and 
the board needed to grant the 
Millers approval to proceed 
with the subdivision.

According to a notice on 
the subdivision plan, any 
deeds for that lot must state 
that the apartment can only 

be used for part-time or off-
season tourist and visitor 
accommodations compliant 
with Ligonier Township’s 
zoning ordinance regulations 
for agritourism, which is 
permitted as a conditional use 
in the agricultural district.

The apartment is currently 
unoccupied and there are no 
plans to have anyone live there, 
but the Millers reserve the right 
to use it for their agritourism 
business, Joe Davis of Ross 
Surveying told the planning 
commission.

Other than the agreement 
with the WCALP board, 
Kananga Farm is a fairly 
straightforward subdivision, 
according to Davis.

The plan also requires that 
any new structure built on 
the second lot must be either 
a principal residence for the 
owner or used as housing for 
those employed to farm the 
property. It also cannot occupy 
more than two acres, nor can its 
location harm the agricultural 
use of the land.

The Millers’ subdivision is a 
revision of a preliminary sketch 
plan brought to the planning 
commission in May 2020, 
which at the time generated 
discussion about the farm’s 

Township planners 
recommend Kananga 

Farm subdivision
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Candidates for the Ligonier Valley 
School Board want to see many 
changes in the district, from revamping 
the curriculum and annual budget to 
promoting better communication and 
transparency from the board itself.

Four of the nine candidates vying for 
seats on the school board at a recent public 
forum shared their plans to improve the 
educational experience for students in the 
Ligonier Valley School District (LVSD).

Ligonier Borough mayoral candidate 
Alex Raine moderated the April 23 Town 
Hall hosted at New Florence Methodist 
Church and streamed live on YouTube.

During the 90-minute forum, Joslin 
Bennett, Cynthia Brown, Donald Gilbert 
Jr. and Nancy Pleskovitch spoke about 
their short- and long-term goals for the 
district if elected and the critical issues 
they believe need addressed.

Each candidate introduced themselves 
and shared their personal platforms before 
fielding questions that were emailed to 
Raine in advance of the forum and those 
from the audience and live stream.

Brown’s reasons for running for 
school board are two-fold. She said she 
saw district students participating in 
the Ligonier Valley Co-Op, where she’s 
founder and administrator, performing 
below their educational level. As a widow 
and senior citizen, she is also concerned 
about increasing property taxes.

Her goals also include improving school 
board transparency, returning students 
to in-person classes full-time without 
masks, reinstating a grading system 
for Kindergarten through eighth grade, 
requiring history, civics and government 
courses at the secondary level, promoting 
vocational/technical programs and 
lowering the district’s budget.

“I think it’s very important that we push 

our vo-tech program. We are losing our 
electricians, our plumbers, our welders, 
all of our skilled people. Our vo-tech is 
a great vo-tech, so we need to push that 
with our children,” Brown said.

Gilbert believes his experience as a 
math and physics and knowledge of what 
happens day-to-day in a school – from 
teacher’s negotiations and budgets to 
unions and administration – gives him 
good insight as a prospective school 
board director.

He emphasized promoting alternate 
career opportunities to college such as 
vo-tech and encouraging participating in 
art and music programs. His overarching 
goal is to improve the LVSD’s educational 
ranking in the state and beyond.

“I know that I have friends that 
graduated around the same time that 
I did and they’re moving to Latrobe, 

Ligonier Valley School Board 
candidates share visions for district

Dan Resenic has announced 
his candidacy for Ligonier 
Township supervisor in the 
May 18 primary election.

Resenic said he will run 
as a Republican, and also as 
a write-in candidate on the 
Democratic ballot.

He moved to Ligonier 
Township in 1978 for “the 
same reasons that many of 
you either moved here or 
choose to remain here.”

“The Ligonier area is a 
clean, safe and welcoming 
community in which to raise a 
family, retire or enjoy a home 
in the countryside,” he said.

As a township supervisor, 
Resenic said he believes “the 
things that are important to 
you are the same things that 
are important to me.”

“First and foremost is 
ensuring that your hard-earned 

tax dollars are spent in a wise 
and efficient manner,” he 
said. “Giving our police and 

DAN RESENIC

Roxanne Shadron has 
announced her bid as a write-
in candidate for Ligonier 
Township supervisor during 
the May 18 primary election.

For the past seven years, 
Shadron has worked in 
municipal government. During 
her experiences, she said she 
gained firsthand knowledge of 
local government. Shadron is 
currently the City of Latrobe’s 
secretary and director of 
administration and finance.

She believes she has the 
background and compassion 
to fulfill the duties of township 
supervisor. Shadron said her 
campaign focuses on her local 
government, leadership and 
financial background as well 
as a “commonsense approach 
to more efficient and effective 
government.”

“I am running for township 

supervisor because I believe 
that the people of the township 
deserve sincere, transparent, 

ROXANNE SHADRON
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