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Fort Ligonier’s Twelfth Night treat bags included two 
traditional Twelfth Night cupcakes made by Confections 
by Christina Elizabeth, two bayberry candles, two gold 
crowns, a bag of tea and the fort’s secret rum punch 
recipe.

Sara Patterson of Ligonier drives away with her Twelfth 
Night treat bag.

Fort Ligonier’s Twelfth 
Night  ce lebrat ion 
looked a little different 
this year. The current 
pandemic forced the 
event to go virtual. 
There were two ways 
to participate. Guests 
could download a 
link that included 
a concert of 18th-
century music by the 
Wayward Companions 
Orchestra, the history 
of Twelfth Night and 
a demonstration on 
how to make the fort’s 
famous rum punch. 
For an additional fee, 
guests could choose 
to get a Twelfth Night 
treat bag distributed 
at a Colonial Curbside 
Pick-up on Saturday. To 
the right Fort Ligonier 
Executive Committee 
Member at Large 
Charles Jacobina with 
Dr. Erica Nuckles, 
the fort’s director of 
history and collections, 
dressed in period attire.

Nuckles hands a treat bag to her parents Sally and Steve 
Nuckles at the Colonial Curbside Pick-up Saturday.

Fort Ligonier’s Twelfth Night goes 

virtual with Colonial Curbside Pick-up
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The Ligonier Township Supervisors are seeking input on a 
proposed sewage facilities plan involving a future wastewater 
treatment plant near the border with Fairfield Township.

The board of supervisors voted 5-0 on Jan. 5 to advertise the 
revised Act 537 plan prepared by The EADS Group for a 30-day 
public comment period. The supervisors will incorporate feedback 
into a final plan to be submitted to the Pennsylvania Department 
of Environmental Protection (DEP).

Part of the Act 537 plan will be posted on the Ligonier Township 
website, with the full document available to view at the Ligonier 
Township Municipal Complex, by appointment only due to 
coronavirus (COVID-19) restrictions.

Focusing on a key growth area in the township — the 
communities of Wilpen, Waterford and Oak Grove, plus the Route 
711 North corridor — the Act 537 plan involves building a new 
Ligonier Township Municipal Authority sewage treatment plant 
on Wilpen Road that would use existing infrastructure in Fairfield 
Township.

Permits have already been issued for small discharge points 
in Fairfield Township, which will be combined into one plan, 
Ligonier Township manager Terry Carcella further explained to 
the Echo by phone on Jan. 6.

The financial figures that township engineer Ben Faas mentioned 
when presenting the sewage facilities plan are worst-case scenarios 
if Ligonier Township does not acquire any grants for the project, 
including a $3,550 user tap-in fee and a roughly $70 monthly rate 
for the projected customer area. The plan assumes 50% residential 
participation.

Estimated to cost just over $5 million — again, without any 
additional funding — the new sewage treatment plant would 
not be built for at least another three years, which is a best-case 

Supervisors seek 
input on new 
sewage plan

BY GREG REINBOLD
For The Echo

Ligonier Township Municipal 
Authority (LTMA) customers 
with delinquent water or sewer 
accounts will need to find a way 
to begin chipping away at their 
outstanding bills or face the 
prospect of going without public 
water service soon.

LTMA manager Anthony 
“Griff” Griffith told the 
authority’s board during the Jan. 
6 meeting that the authority plans 
to print and post letters notifying 
customers with delinquent 
accounts that their water service 
will be shut off if their unpaid 
bills aren’t addressed.

The authority has contacted 
roughly 50 customers regarding 
delinquent accounts, Griffith 
estimated, and less than a 

third have taken measures to 
avoid water shutoffs so far. 
For customers with LTMA 
water and sewer service, the 
authority charges a $50 shut 
off fee and another $50 fee 
to restore service. Griffith 
said the Municipal Authority 
of Westmoreland County 
(MAWC) has agreed to shut off 
water service to customers who 
have delinquent LTMA sewer 
accounts but who receive water 
service from MAWC.

The LTMA board also 
reorganized for 2021, tabbing 
Bruce Kemerer, who was absent 
from the meeting, as the board’s 
chairman. The board selected 
Chris Light as vice chairman, 
Daniel Resenic as secretary and 
John Beaufort as treasurer.

The board reappointed the 
authority’s engineering firms, 
solicitor, accounting firm, 
auditor and depositories for 2021 
without changes. The EADS 
Group was reappointed as water 
system engineer and Gibson-
Thomas Engineering Co. Inc. 
as sewer department engineer. 
Daniel Hudock was reappointed 
as solicitor, DeLuzio & Co. as 
the authority’s auditor and Singer 
Accounting as accountant. 
The board reappointed First 
Commonwealth for original 
sewer checking accounts, First 
National Bank for water and 
sewer operational, payroll 

LTMA eyes water 
service shutoffs for 
delinquent accounts
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On the day he would have been sworn in to start a 
seventh term representing the state’s 59th Legislative 
District, the Pennsylvania House of Representatives 
held a moment of silence in honor of the late Rep. Mike 
Reese, who died Jan. 2 of an apparent brain aneurysm.

On Jan. 5, state representatives started the swearing 
in ceremony by honoring Reese, R-Westmoreland/
Somerset.

“We were all shocked and deeply saddened by the 
untimely passing of our friend and colleague, majority 
caucus chairman Mike Reese,” House chief clerk 
Dave Reddecliff, said at the start of the livestreamed 
ceremony. “Our thoughts and prayers go out to Mike’s 

wife, Angela, his three children and their family.”
State Rep. Jesse Topper, R-Bedford, said Reese 

was looking forward to beginning his new role as 
Republican Party majority caucus chairman.

Topper called Reese a mentor for fellow GOP 
representatives, a tireless advocate for his constituents, 
a devoted father, loving husband and a “superior 
athlete” as evidenced in the annual Harrisburg charity 
softball game. A livestream of the ceremony showed a 
memorial display in the Capitol in Harrisburg featuring 
a framed photograph of Reese, along with what 
appeared to be a softball jersey bearing Reese’s name 
and “H59,” an apparent nod to the House Legislative 
District he represented.

Topper also called Reese a “trusted friend.”

“I can hear that typical Reese way of ending a 
conversation: ‘All right brother, I’ll catch you later,’” 
Topper said. “He was there for me for good and plenty 
of bad. There’s no one else you would want to have 
your back than Mike Reese, and he had mine.”

Reese, of Mount Pleasant Township, was elected 
to his seventh term in the House of Representatives 
in November. He ran unopposed. He represented the 
59th District, which encompasses portions of Somerset 
and Westmoreland counties, including Cook, Donegal, 
Fairfield, Ligonier, Mount Pleasant and St. Clair 
townships, along with parts of Hempfield and Unity 
townships and Bolivar, Donegal, Laurel Mountain, 
Ligonier, New Florence and Seward boroughs.

State House holds moment of silence for Reese
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