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Derry Area High School will recognize its Class of 2021 this 
evening with an outdoor graduation ceremony, slated to begin at 
7 p.m. at Derry Stadium. In the event of rain, graduation will be 
moved to Friday, June 4.

Eight members of the graduating class will offer speeches 
during this evening’s ceremony, including the valedictorian and 
salutatorian.

Valedictorian David McElfresh, son of Mike and Kim McElfresh 
of Latrobe (Derry Township), is the president of the graduating 
class, the president and founding member of the Science National 
Honor Society’s DAHS chapter, the president of the Spanish Honor 
Society, and the vice president of Mu Alpha Theta. In addition, he 
has participated in WIRC, the Chick-fil-A Leader Academy, the 
Mock Trial team, the Kennametal Young Engineers Program, and 
is a member of various honor societies.

McElfresh was a delegate to the 2019 Congress of Future 
Medical Leaders run by the National Academy of Future 
Physicians and Medical Scientists. That same summer, he was 
awarded the Laureate Certification in Advanced Science Research 
Writing.

He also attended the MIT Beaver Works Summer Institute, 
earning certificates in both the Serious Game Development with 
Artificial Intelligence and piPact (Bluetooth-based contact tracing) 

courses.
During his time as the first president of the Science National 

Honor Society, David played an integral role in hosting major 
speakers from the scientific community. He organized events 
with both Dr. Robert Seater from MIT’s Lincoln Laboratory and 
Dr. Susan Hockfield, the president emerita of MIT and a current 
member of Pfizer’s Board of Directors.

McElfresh’s future plans include attending Yale University 
with an intent to major in biomedical engineering. He plans on 
participating in the Engineers Without Borders program at Yale 
to help expand access to clean, sustainable water sources around 
the world.

Allison Johnston, the daughter of Loretta and Bill Johnston of 
Blairsville, is the 2021 salutatorian. While in school, she became 
vice president of the Spanish National Honor Society and was 
a member of Mu Alpha Theta, Science National Honor Society, 
Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD), National 
Business Honor Society and Interact Club. She received the 
Academic Excellence Award all four years of high school, as well 
as distinguished honors all four years and perfect attendance. She 
was the student of the quarter in math, science, and English.

BY NICK CAMMUSO
Bulletin Staff Writer

The 2021 season opening of the Derry Community Pool will 
have to wait.

Because of an unspecified leak at the pool, Derry Borough 
Council at Tuesday’s work session decided to postpone the start 
of the new pool season for a minimum of two weeks in order to 
obtain more information about the issue. The pool season was 
slated to begin on Saturday, June 5.

“The pool is leaking up to 6 inches in one 24-hour period, and 
then it was shut off,” councilman Al Checca said. “It’s going 
somewhere and we can’t find it.”

Checca relayed to council that borough public works employees 
attempted nearly a dozen tests, including draining and plugging 
lines, and nothing was able to identify the origin of the leak.

Checca added that public works crew leader Adam Hebenthal 
was instructed to reach out to an area company, whose name was 
unavailable at press time, and the company said the earliest it 
could inspect the pool is July 1.

“We’re now looking for a second, third, fourth or fifth company 
that does this leak detection. We could be in big trouble this year 
for the pool,” Checca said. “... We looked at all the places we 
would normally have problems (at the pool), and there was 
nothing on the surface that was leaking. This is below ground.”

Councilman Chad Fabian, who was heavily involved in pool 
matters during his time as council president, said the current 
cracks at the pool aren’t nearly as serious as in past years and 
termed the leak issue as “something different.”

Borough officials are also unsure what end of the pool — deep 
or shallow — is leaking.

While a number of council members were in favor of delaying 
the pool’s opening, Fabian expressed concerns about lifeguards 
leaving for similar jobs at other area pools. Because of the delay, 
the pool has not yet purchased food for the concession stand, 
Checca noted.

“If we don’t open it Saturday, we might as well shut it down the 
rest of the season,” Fabian said.

BY ZACH D’AMICO
Bulletin Staff Writer

A 63-lot residential development consisting of duplex, triplex 
and fourplex units has been proposed to the Unity Township 
Planning Commission.

However, the planning commission on Tuesday voted 6-1 to 
table action granting preliminary approval for the subdivision 
to allow the developer time to address several items prior to 
approval. Harry Hosack cast the dissenting vote.

Jim Thomas Construction Co. is proposing to build roughly 
115 residential units located on 35 acres off Frye Farm and 
Beatty County roads in a rural village (R-3) district.

Frye Farm Estates would be a 55 and older senior community, 
according to developer Jim Thomas. He anticipates units would 
cost between $250,000 and $300,000.

“It’s an exciting development,” said engineer Sean Fyock of 
Benchmark Engineering and Construction Co. Inc., which is 
representing the developer.

Planners tabled action Tuesday to allow the developer time 

to obtain Unity Township Municipal Authority (UTMA) and 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) approval of 
all sanitary sewer connections. The planning commission is 
also waiting on the developer to secure Municipal Authority of 
Westmoreland County (MAWC) approval of all public water 
connections.

Additionally, the developer must submit plans to the planning 
commission regarding homeowner’s association details.

The development would include four new roadways — 
utilizing Lois Lane as the main entryway. Planners and the 
developer discussed a potentially problematic angle/driveway 
access to the Sonrise Church property. Installing stop signs, or 
even a roundabout, were among considered options.

The developer has requested some relief from the township’s 
subdivision and land development ordinance (SALDO) regarding 
landscaping requirements. The 35-acre property is located on a 
hill, which Fyock said is “difficult planting in those areas.”

Ligonier Valley High School will honor its Class of 2021 
during a graduation ceremony set for 6 p.m. today, June 2, at 
Weller Field. In the event of inclement weather, the ceremony 
will be held in the high school auditorium; a ticket will only be 
needed for the indoor ceremony.

Annabella Schueltz, Lindsay McClelland and Mason Seftas 
are class valedictorians, while class president Eva Shearer is 
salutatorian.

Annabella Schuelz, the daughter of Kelly Schueltz and Jason 
Foust of Ligonier Township, plans to attend Penn State University 
to major in biomedical engineering.

She is a three-time letterwinner in softball, earned two letters 
in soccer and is a member of the LV Engineering Team, Spanish 
National Honor Society, National Honor Society, Interact, Student 
Council, Class Committee and Valley Youth Network CHIL.

She has been named the Rotary Student of the Month, 
Bausch and Lomb Honorary Science Award, Society of Women 
Engineers Merit Award. Her scholarships include R.K. Mellon 
Family Scholarship of the Ligonier Valley Endowment, Gloria 
(Madorma) Quigley Memorial Scholarship, Sandra L. Neiderhiser 
Memorial Scholarship, Penn State White Trustee Scholarship and 
Penn State Provost Award.

Lindsay McClelland, the daughter of Harry and Michele 
McClelland of Ligonier, plans to attend Wake Forest University 
for computer science to potentially be a security software 
engineer.

She was a member of the National Honor Society, French 
National Honor Society, Interact Club, SADD, Future Business 
Leaders of America, Treasurer of the Class, and she works at 
Ligonier Creamery

She served on the National Honor Society and the French 
National Honor Society, and earned a Thoburn Foundation 
Scholarship.

Mason Seftas, the son of Paula and Jeff Seftas of Cook 
Township, plans to attend St. Vincent College to double major 
in mathematics and data science and play on its baseball team.
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Legislation to designate a Westmoreland County roadway to 
honor and remember the late Rep. Mike Reese has been signed 
into law by the governor, said Rep. Ryan Warner (R-Fayette/
Westmoreland), prime sponsor of the bill.

“This is obviously bittersweet, as I am grateful for the 
opportunity to work with Mike’s constituents to deliver on their 
wishes to honor him, but at the same time it is another painful 
reminder that he is no longer with us,” Warner said. “I’d like 
to thank everyone who worked to advance this legislation so 
quickly, and I appreciate the governor promptly endorsing it.

“I will always remember Mike for his devotion to his wife, 
his children, his constituents and our Commonwealth,” Warner 
continued. “He was a great man and a great public servant taken 
from us far too soon, but who made an impact on so many lives 
during his short time on this earth. I will always feel blessed for 
having him as a friend.”

Act 19 of 2021 designates a portion of Route 981 from the 
intersection with Route 819 to the intersection with State Route 
2021 in Mount Pleasant Township as the Honorable Mike Reese 
Memorial Highway. Reese was born March 7, 1978, in Mount 
Pleasant and served as state representative for the 59th Legislative 
District from 2009 to 2021 before his untimely death in January.
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