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TODAY’S WEATHER
Mostly Cloudy
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When guests at the One Hundred Friends of Art Gala 2019 at Greater Latrobe Senior 
High School on Thursday evening voted for their five favorite works of art, three of 
them had also been chosen by the student body for consideration for the permanent 
art collection. One of those works was “When the Cows Come Home” by Doreen 
Currie of Latrobe, a familiar scene around her family farm, shown here.

Greater Latrobe Art Gala

“Word Search” by Joseph 
Ryznar of Lower Burrell, a 
tribute to jazz artist Louis 
Armstrong, was another 
one of the works chosen by 
Greater Latrobe students.

The right photo shows 
“Just Clowning” by Robert 
Huckestein of Pittsburgh, 
a fun scene of three 
images of himself painting 
a self portrait by looking 
in the mirror. The student 
council will decide which 
of the six works of art 
under consideration they’ll 
purchase for the student-
owned collection that was 
started in 1936.
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A $15,000 state grant will help protect the water 
quality of a water trail for generations to come, 
state Rep. Joseph Petrarca, D-Westmoreland/
Armstrong/Indiana, announced this week.

Petrarca said the grant from the Department 
of Conservation and Natural Resources was 
awarded to the Allegheny Ridge Corporation 
to help prepare and print updated maps and 
to create a management plan for the Kiski-
Conemaugh Water Trail, which runs through 
Armstrong, Indiana and Westmoreland counties.

“Taking these proactive steps to protect our 

waterways is vital to our area’s overall quality 
of life,” Petrarca said in a news release.

The DCNR Bureau of Recreation and 
Conservation rivers conservation grants focus on 
conserving and protecting state waterways and 
outdoor recreational opportunities, including 
installing riparian buffers to improve the health 
and diversity of local ecosystems and to also 
develop long-term water quality management 
programs.

More information can be found at https://
www.dcnr.pa.gov/Communities/Grant.

Petrarca: $15K state grant will 
protect, preserve water trail

The R.K. Mellon Elementary School Veterans Day program on Thursday opened with 
the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance with Ligonier Valley High School Junior ROTC 
Cadet Tristan Peltz-Palko saluting, joined by the many veterans and learners, as well 
as their friends and families.

R.K. Mellon Veterans Day program
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R.K. Mellon Elementary School kindergartners Allison Baker, Deacon Beeman and Blake 
Swarden display the hats they made for the Veterans Day program, held on Thursday.

Attending the Veterans Day program were Peyton Pettis, 4, pre-K; Brantley Pettis, 
6, first grade; (back row) U.S. Army Vietnam veteran Barry Rummell; Peyton and 
Brantley’s parents, Colby and Jeremy Pettis, both U.S. Army veterans of Afghanistan, 
and the children’s grandfather the Rev. Chad Summerville, a U.S. Army World War II 
veteran. They are all from the Stahlstown area.

BY NICK CAMMUSO
Bulletin Staff Writer

The Derry Area School Board at its regular 
meeting Thursday approved a resolution to 
operate within the Act 1 index during the 2020-
21 budget cycle.

The cost-of-living index caps any property 
tax increase at 3.6%, or 3.23 mills, Derry Area 
administrative assistant for business affairs Joe 
Koluder said. That means the school district, 
if necessary, is only able to increase taxes to 
generate a maximum of roughly $436,000 in 
additional local tax revenue for the upcoming 
budget.

The value of 1 mill is about $135,000, 
Koluder noted.

“We’re not asking for exceptions,” Koluder 
said after Thursday’s meeting. “Now that the 
board has made this decision, we’ll be working 

on the budget, the staffing and so forth over the 
winter, and we’ll do a budget presentation in 

April to the board.”

After the budget presentation in the spring, 

Koluder said the board will look to pass a 

tentative budget in May. The school district 

must adopt a final budget by June 30.
Koluder said the base index put out by the 

state is about 2.6%, with Derry Area’s adjusted 

to 3.6% because it is on the poorer end of area 

school districts.

The Act 1 index is a state formula regulating 

real estate tax increases.

“As of right now, our projections are we’re 

going to stay within the index,” he said. “It’s 

an estimate at this time and we’ll have to make 

budget changes accordingly.”

Derry Area School Board votes 
to stay within Act 1 index

(See Derry Area on Page A3)


