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Ligonier Borough’s 
Brynne Barr might give 
people second thoughts 
about complaining that to-
day’s teenagers have their 
heads in the clouds.

Barr, 17, recently earned 
her private pilot’s license af-
ter logging nearly 90 hours 
of flight time under the in-
struction of Chris Higgins, 
who founded Higgins Air-
ways in Ligonier in 2017.

“He took my sister and I 
up for a bit of a scenic-flight/
first lesson and I absolutely 
loved it and decided it was 
what I wanted to do,” Barr 
said.

And with a looming pi-
lot shortage on the horizon, 
her aspirations of becoming 
a commercial airline pilot 
have a pretty down-to-earth 
rationale.

“In 2022, one pilot will 
retire in the United States, 
on average, every 36 min-
utes,” Higgins said. “We 
will be retiring pilots five 
times faster than we’re pro-
ducing them. By January 
2023, it will turn from a pi-
lot shortage to a pilot crisis 

... I could teach every kid in 
Pennsylvania to fly an air-
plane and it’s still not going 
to solve the problem.”

“There’s a lot of job se-
curity guaranteed going 
into this career. I loved it 
so much, but learning that I 
would be basically guaran-
teed a position based on the 
shortage was definitely an 

upside of learning to do it,” 
Barr said. “And it definitely 
made me want to go through 
and get my licenses as soon 
as possible rather than wait-
ing.”

An interest in aviation 
also runs in Barr’s family 
— her grandfather, Capt. 
William Barr, was former 
flight operations vice presi-

dent for US Airways.
Although her grandfather 

passed away before Barr 
was born, stories about him 
and his career in aviation 
helped fuel her goal of be-
coming a pilot.

“We have all of his old 
flight manuals and log-
books, and a lot of pictures 
of him, especially at my 
grandma’s house,” she said. 
“That’s a frequent topic 
around our house and I defi-
nitely felt inspired more to 
go for my license because I 
know he was a pilot.”

Higgins said prospec-
tive pilots must first pass a 
medical examination from a 
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration (FAA)-certified phy-
sician, FAA and FBI back-
ground checks, a written 
examination and complete 
at least 40 hours of flight 
time, including specified 
maneuvers and guidelines 
before testing with an FAA 
pilot examiner to complete 
both an oral test and flight 
test to obtain their private 
pilot license.

“The flying bug definitely 
hit this one fair and square,” 
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Ligonier teen has lofty aspirations after earning pilot’s license

Submitted photos

Brynne Barr, 17, of Ligonier Borough at the controls of 
the Higgins Airways Cessna 172N in which she complet-
ed her flight training and testing.

See LICENSE on Page 2

Brynne Barr proudly displays her private pilot’s license 
in front of the Higgins Airways Cessna 172N in which 
she completed her flight training and testing.

Ligonier Valley is officially back in 
the WPIAL.

The PIAA recently voted unanimous-
ly to allow Ligonier Valley to leave Dis-
trict 6 and join the WPIAL.

Last month, the WPIAL also voted 
unanimously to accept Ligonier Valley 
as a new member. The school was also 
previously given its release from Dis-
trict 6 and the Heritage Conference.

In October, the LV school board gave 
administrators the go-ahead to seek a 
transfer of the district’s athletic pro-
grams out of the Heritage Conference 
and District 6 and into a move with the 
WPIAL.

School officials have said the move 
will help increase opportunities for 
competition across all sports, especially 
those for which the Heritage Conference 
doesn’t hold championships.

Ligonier Valley had been in the WPI-
AL from 1927-1969 before leaving for 
District 6. More recently, LV was among 
the original members of the Heritage 
Conference at its inception in 2000, 
along with Blairsville, Homer-Center, 
Laurel Valley, Marion Center, Northern 
Cambria, Penns Manor Area, Purchase 
Line, Saltsburg and United.

Aside from Laurel Valley, which was 
dissolved when it consolidated with Li-
gonier Valley in 2010, the other original 
members all remain in the conference. 
West Shamokin left the WPIAL to join 
District 6 and the Heritage Conference 
in 2016, bringing the conference to 10 
teams.

Ligonier Valley has been among the 
top Heritage Conference programs in 
football, boys’ basketball, girls’ softball, 
track and golf.

The Rams’ football team, which 
ended its season in November against 
Richland in the District 6 Class 2A title 

game, extended its conference winning 
streak to 37 games this past fall.

Since 2016, the football team has won 
a pair of district titles in four straight 
championship game appearances, cap-
tured four straight Heritage Conference 
crowns and won four Appalachian Bowl 
contests in a row.

The Ligonier Valley boys’ basketball 
team has reached the Heritage Confer-
ence championship game in each of the 
past three seasons, winning the previous 
two titles and taking the District 6 Class 
3A championship in 2018.

Under the current PIAA alignment, 
Ligonier Valley is a Class 3A program 
in baseball and girls’ softball, along with 
boys’ and girls’ basketball. The school 
competed in Class 2A in other sports.

The high school sponsors football, 
baseball, girls’ softball, boys’ and girls’ 
basketball, boys’ and girls’ soccer, boys’ 
and girls’ golf, boys’ and girls’ track, 
swimming and wrestling.
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Ligonier Valley officially back in WPIAL

The Ligonier Valley School 
Board reorganized for 2020 on 
Dec. 4, tabbing John “Jack” Mc-
Dowell as president and Kim-
berly Dickert-Wallace as vice 
president.

McDowell, who claimed the 
position via a 7-2 roll call vote, 
served as vice president in 2019. 
He and Dickert-Wallace were the 
only two board members to re-
ceive nominations for president 
and vice president, respectively.

McDowell will replace 
longtime board member Ir-
vin Tantlinger as president. 
Tantlinger, who chose not to run 
for another term on the board, 
spent 35 and a half years as an 
educator and 17 years as a school 
director.

The board also approved 
meeting times and dates for 
2020, with all Committee of the 
Whole meetings to be held at 
5:30 p.m. and regular meetings 
to follow at 6:30 p.m. Meetings 
are slated for Jan. 13, Feb. 10, 
March 9, April 14, May 4, June 
8, July 13, Aug. 10, Sept. 14, 
Oct. 12 and Nov. 9.

School board members also 
named committee members for 
2020, including: Jason McIn-
tosh as building and grounds 
chairperson; Annie Urban as 
finance committee chair; Kim-
berly Dickert-Wallace as edu-
cational programs chair; Mary 
Gamble as personnel committee 
chair; Irma Hutchinson as athlet-
ic committee chair; John Naugle 
as supplemental contracts chair; 
Kevin Mack as policy/legal 
committee chair; Jennifer Kro-
mel as transportation attendance 
chair; Dickert-Wallace as public 
relations committee chair; Urban 
as the district’s Westmoreland 
Intermediate Unit (WIU) Board 

representative; Mack as Pennsyl-
vania School Boards Association 
(PSBA) representative and legis-
lative chair, and Mack, Hutchin-
son and McIntosh as district 
representatives on the Eastern 
Westmoreland Career and Tech-
nology Center (EWCTC) Joint 
Operating Committee (JOC).

In other business, any increase 
to the property tax rate within the 
district will be limited to the Act 
1 Inflation Index set by the state 
Department of Education, the 
school board resolved on Dec. 4.

School directors approved an 
“opt out” resolution certifying 
the district won’t raise taxes by 
more than the local rate of infla-
tion for the 2020-2021 school 
year.

The district could have opted 
to apply to the Department of 
Education seeking exceptions 
allowing a higher tax increase. 
To do so, the board would have 
needed to approve a preliminary 
2020-2021 budget in January. 
The district must adopt a final 
budget by the end of June.

District business manager Mi-
chelle Krebs said Ligonier Val-
ley’s base index increased from 
2.3% from the current school 
year to 2.6% for the 2020-2021 
budget. The increase would gen-
erate approximately $406,000 in 
new revenue, she noted.

The value of one mill with-
in the district is approximately 
$177,179, Krebs said.

Last year, the board approved 
a 1.8-mill tax increase that 
brought the millage rate to 83.75 
mills and cost the average tax-
payer around $32 per year.
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Ligonier Valley School 
Board tabs McDowell 

as president

Mailing a letter to Santa

Two-year-old Kori Nesser 
of Greensburg gets 

interviewed by Ursula 
Adams of The Valley, 

Ligonier’s radio station, 
during the recent Light 

Up Ligonier light-up 
night event. Kori shouted 

out “Merry Christmas” 
as she took her letter for 

Santa to the mailbox at 
Ligonier Town Hall.
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Home is 
where your  
heart is.

SeniorLIFEPA.com

Senior LIFE Greensburg
(724) 838-8300

Medical and prescription drug 
coverage at $0 to those who 
qualify for medical assistance.

MONDAY 
PIZZA

SPECIAL

Rockin’ 
Robbie’s 

Mad
Monday 

Pizza
Special

CALL FOR DETAILS

 Fox’s Pizza Den of Ligonier is under

   NEW OWNERSHIP AND

     NEW MANAGEMENT

724-238-3733  122 N. Market St. Suite E • Ligonier

NOW OPEN ON MONDAYS 
(11am-9pm)

REGULAR HOURS:
Mon-Sat: 11am-9pm • Sun: 12noon-8pm


