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Grab your yellow party clothes and bring your sweet tooth for 
this swanky celebration of the greatest of desserts. Latrobe Art 
Center invites the community to toast the Great American Banana 
Split Celebration in style at its ninth annual Yellow Tie Gala from 
6-9 p.m. Friday, Aug. 19.

The gala will transform Ligonier Street into an open-air dining 
room and dance fl oor with entertainment provided by Mike 
Urick and the Modelaires. An open bar will feature wine, beer, 
a signature Banana Split cocktail, and hot and cold appetizers 
provided by Ricolita’s Café.

Latrobe Dairy Queen will sponsor a Banana Split Bar that will 
satisfy any sweet tooth and pay homage to Latrobe’s legacy as the 
birthplace of the banana split.

Gala tickets are $60 per person or $50 for members of Latrobe Art 
Center. Reservations are required by Friday, Aug. 12. All proceeds 
benefi t Latrobe Art Center’s programming and operations.

For more information and to purchase tickets, call 724-537-7011 
or visit latrobeartcenter.org/events-all/2022-yellow-tie-gala.

The Yellow Tie Gala is a precursor event of the Great American 
Banana Split Celebration, which is taking place in downtown 
Latrobe Aug. 19-21. For more information on all of the festivities 
throughout the weekend, visit BananaSplitFest.com.

Ninth annual Yellow 

Tie Gala returns to 

Latrobe Art Center

Sabrina Schultheis-Murray of Latrobe takes some 
shrimp from the impressive spread of food available at 
the Yellow Tie Gala in 2021.
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Courtney and Garrett Masters of Unity Township were 
looking forward to dessert at the 2021 Yellow Tie Gala, 
a delicious banana split courtesy of Terri Miller and 
Kaeleigh Hlavsa of the Latrobe Dairy Queen. Miller is 
from Jeannette and Hlavsa is from Derry. Courtney 
Masters is the owner of MastersPieces, a gift shop and 
studio located on Ligonier Street, Latrobe.

PHOTO BY MICHAEL ALLSHOUSE

Steelers tight end Connor Heyward takes a quick break 
to grab some water at training camp at St. Vincent 
College Thursday. Temperatures were in the upper 80s 
with high humidity making it a muggy day for players 
and fans alike.

Staying hydrated 
in the heat

BY JOE SKURA
For The Bulletin

The impact Jerry Page had on the 
Ligonier Valley community, and beyond, 
is phenomenal. While this community 
icon passed last year, his legacy is 
stronger than ever, and folks continue to 
tell stories about how he impacted their 
lives.

Well-known as the successful head 
football and baseball coach, Page also 
was involved in coaching basketball. 
However, as LV Youth Association 
President John Fogle noted, he was 
also a neighbor and a friend to so many 
throughout the community, county and 
the state.

The LV Youth Football and Cheer 
Association has planned to formally 
dedicate the former Laurel Valley football 
fi eld to Page, offi cially dedicating the 
fi eld as “Jerry Page Field” Saturday, Aug. 
20, with a 3 p.m. ceremony. The day will 
be a community football day, with fl ag 
football at 11 a.m., third- and fourth-
grade football at 1 p.m., the Jerry Page 
Field ceremony at 3 p.m., and fi fth- and 
sixth-grade football at 3:30 p.m.

The dedication ceremony will certainly 
bring a crowd, along with the other 
football events of the day. Ligonier 
Valley’s marching band will be in 
attendance, along with the Page family, 
LVHS football representatives and coach 
Roger Beitel, and many more.

“We expect this to be a well-

attended event open to the entire LVSD 
community,” Fogle said. “Our hope is 
to have a large contingency of former 
players and students who worked with 
coach Page in the past. There will be 
some of the current Ram coaches and 
players, and we are lucky to be hosting 
the United Lions, a longtime LV rival. 
There will be many people coming from 
the United district, and obviously, the 

families and friends of the youth football 

league are excited to be there.”
The LV Youth organization has installed 

a new scoreboard at the fi eld that they are 
excited to show off, with the prominent 

Jerry Page Field label.

“The scoreboard is not only a beautiful 
new addition to the facility, but it was 

Coach to be remembered with 
Jerry Page Field dedication

Formal dedication pays tribute to late beloved coach
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Former Laurel Valley head coach Jerry Page is shown addressing his team in 2008 after his 200th victory. Page, a 
legendary football and baseball coach, died at 89 in December 2021, surrounded by family at Conemaugh Valley 
Medical Center, where he was hospitalized with pneumonia. The LV Youth Football and Cheer Association has 
planned to formally dedicate the former Laurel Valley football fi eld to Page, offi cially dedicating the fi eld as “Jerry 
Page Field” Saturday, Aug. 20, with a 3 p.m. ceremony.

Former Laurel Valley coach Jerry Page addresses his team following his 
200th career victory. Page, a legendary football and baseball coach, passed 
away in December 2021. He was 89.

BY JOE WELLS
Bulletin Staff Writer

The Derry Area School District took 
care of many housekeeping items 
including personnel hires and approval 
of the kindergarten through fi fth-grade 
curriculum at its Thursday night meeting.

Two school board members, Steven 
Frye and Nancy Findish, voted against 
approving the McGraw-Hill Wonders 
curriculum and subsequent purchase of 
course materials.

Approval of the curriculum excluded 
two topics – “Teach the Whole Child” 
and “Culturally Responsive Teaching 
Lessons” – from being taught at Derry 
Area schools but the material will still be 
packaged in its entirety.

The books and lessons have been 
on display for the public since March. 
Findish said the books were “beautiful 
and reminded her of when she was in 
elementary school. But deciding to not 
include some material was the line in the 
sand for Findish.

“I just think that’s a gray area,” Findish 

said after the meeting. “When you start 
excluding certain things, how do you 
police that properly?”

Findish found some of the material 
to not be suitable for the classroom, 
she said. But with an inability to “turn 
off” portions of the online material she 
believes is above the student’s maturity 
level, allowing it to be accessed, Findish 
opposed the new curriculum.

Frye added after the meeting that he 
appreciated the effort the school put into 
adopting the new curriculum but he was 
still “torn” with voting for it.

“If we have to exclude items that are 
dealing with racial and social injustice, 
which is why they were excluded, … is 
it worth it?” Frye said after the meeting.

Frye added he thought the lessons being 
excluded were more appropriate for the 
high school setting than elementary 
school.

School board member Nathan Doherty 
said he felt comfortable approving the 
Wonders curriculum and its teaching 
value.

“There’s no perfect curriculum out 
there,” Doherty said. “I’m going to place 
my trust in the administration to police 
(the excluded material).”

The curriculum passed 5-2 with board 
members Sean Kemmerer and Joshua 
Campbell absent.

The textbooks will cost the district 
$187,791.79, a $3,000 increase due to 
higher shipping costs. The textbooks 
will be purchased using Elementary 
and Secondary School Emergency 
Relief funds. The board also voted 5-2 
to purchase the books, with Findish and 
Frye voting against.

The DASD school board approved 
changes to its COVID-19 health and 
safety plan. The district is required to at 
least review the plan every six months.

Last week, board members made 
edits to the draft copy which included 
emphasizing hand washing and the 
district’s mask optional policy.

The district will also not make its 

Derry Area School District school 
board readies for new school year

(See Coach on Page A3)

New curriculum, employees round out board’s agenda 
as school year starts later this month

(See Derry Area on Page A3)


