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It’s time to break open those piggy banks 
and get ready to do battle as the Merchant 
Penny Wars returns May 3-8.

The annual competition is sponsored 
by the Ligonier Valley Middle School 
and benefits the district’s Food2Go4Kids 
weekend backpack program.

“This will be the fourth year of the 
fundraiser,” said Eric Vogelsang, director 
of the Food2Go4Kids program and English 
literature teacher at the middle school. “It 
originated in 2017 and was held in 2018 
and 2019 before having to pause last year 
due to the pandemic.”

The town-wide competition is open to 
any merchant who wishes to participate. 

They receive a special container to collect 
coins. Each penny is worth one point, a 
nickel is worth 5 points and a quarter is 
worth 25 points. The goal is to collect as 
many coins/points as they can during the 
week.

“The wrinkle to this event to make it 
more fun and competitive is that bills are 
worth negative points based on the value 
in cents,” explained Vogelsang. “A $1 bill 
would be worth -100 points, a $10 bill 
is worth -1,000 points and etc. That may 
sound a little counterintuitive, but it’s really 
what makes the event fun.”

During the previous three years of the 
Penny Wars, businesses have “dollar 
bombed” each other in order to get or 
maintain a lead and keep ahead in the 

standings. “The merchants have told us 
they love that part of it,” Vogelsang noted.

A collection will be done mid-week and 
the standings will be posted for merchants 
to see where they rank. At the conclusion of 
the week, all of the change will be counted, 
courtesy of Somerset Trust. The winner 
will receive a plaque for their business, a 
press release will be issued and their name 
will be added to the plaque of Penny Wars 
winners in the Ligonier Valley Chamber of 
Commerce office.

Betsy’s was the back-to back champion in 
2017 and 2018, while the Wicked Googly 
came out on top in 2019. The inaugural 
event had 14 participating merchants who 
raised $1,200. In 2018, 14 merchants again 
participated, raising approximately $700. 
Vogelsang attributed the lower number to 
construction taking part on the Diamond, 
which made accessing businesses more 
difficult. However, 2019 saw a dramatic 
increase with 35 merchants participating 
and $3,100 in funds raised for the 
Food2Go4Kids backpack program.

The charitable program, which is funded 
by the Ligonier Valley School District 
Foundation, is in its sixth year and provides 
children who otherwise may go without 
with bags of food on the weekend. All 
students who qualify for free or reduced 
lunches based off of federal guidelines are 
invited to take part.

Vogelsang noted that none of the 
volunteers with the program, including 
him, know who gets the backpacks. The 
need for food is communicated to him via 
guidance counselors and filled bags are 
then given to the counselors to privately 
distribute.

“We began in January of 2015, giving 50 
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Voice of the Ligonier Valley since 1888

Joslin “Josi” Bennett has 
announced her candidacy for 
a seat on the Ligonier Valley 
School Board in the May 18 
primary election.

A Ligonier Township native, 
Bennett’s hope is to be the “voice 
of the people of our community.”

“My professional background 
started in banking,” she said. “I 
worked at First Commonwealth 
Bank in Ligonier.”

She then went into business 
for herself and owns four retail 
boutiques, three in Westmoreland 
Mall and one near the Ligonier 
Diamond.

“As a single mother I decided 
to go back to school to get my 
medical degree to make a better 
life for me and my daughter,” she 
said.

She worked in the operating 
room at Excela Health Latrobe 
Hospital, then for a private 
doctor in Greensburg. Bennett 

then became a legal assistant for 
Richard Flickinger in Ligonier, 
before she decided she wanted 
to be a stay-at-home mother and 
foster parent.

“I now have five children that 

JOSLIN BENNETT

Donald L. Gilbert Jr., 48, has 
announced his candidacy for 
a seat on the Ligonier Valley 
School Board in the May 18 
primary election.

Gilbert was raised in Ligonier 
and is a 1991 graduate of 
Ligonier Valley High School, 
father of a daughter at LVMS, 
and business owner in the valley. 
He holds a Bachelor of Science 
in mathematics from Muskingum 
University in New Concord, 
Ohio, and a Masters of Arts in 
Physics from Indiana University 
of Pennsylvania as well as 
secondary teaching certificates in 
Ohio, Virginia and Pennsylvania.

Gilbert continued his education 
at IUP in the curriculum and 
instruction program to obtain 
a doctorate in curriculum and 
instruction and his principal’s 
certificate, which he halted 
after leaving his 13-year 
teaching career. Gilbert taught 

mathematics and physics courses 
at the high school level, including, 
life skills math, algebra I and 
II, geometry, trigonometry, AP 
statistics, modern science, and 
physics as well as leading the 
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Nancy Pleskovitch has 
announced she is running for 
a seat on the Ligonier Valley 
School Board in the May 18 
primary election.

A 23-year Ligonier Valley 
resident, Pleskovitch has raised 
seven children there, and now 
her grandchildren are growing up 
within the Ligonier Valley School 
District.

She holds a bachelor’s degree in 
special education and a master’s 
in American government, with 
graduate certificates in global 
politics, terrorism and homeland 
security.

She also holds teacher 
certifications in special education, 
elementary education (K-6), 
and secondary education social 
studies in grades 7-12. She has 
been a substitute teacher within 
LVSD.

“I have taught full time at an 
alternative education school, 

and I currently work as a special 
education learning coach for an 
education staffing company,” 
she said. “My husband and I do 
not believe in a one-size-fits-all 
model of education for families. 

NANCY PLESKOVITCH

Brian Schreyer has announced 
his candidacy for School Board 
Director for the Ligonier Valley 
School District in the upcoming 
election. He have cross-filed 
and will be running on both the 
Democratic and Republican 
ballots.

Schreyer has been a resident 
of the Ligonier Valley School 
District for the past nineteen years. 
His wife, Jordan, is a graduate of 
Laurel Valley High School, and 
together they have three sons 
who are currently enrolled in 
the district. Schreyer earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in business 
from the University of Pittsburgh 
at Johnstown. He later pursued 
and earned a Master of Education 
degree in business workforce 
development from Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania, and 
also earned a K-12 Pennsylvania 
Teacher Certification in Business, 
Computers, and Information 

Technology. Schreyer has been 
employed for the past seventeen 
years as a high school computer 
science and business teacher at 
Indiana Area Senior High School. 
He enjoys coaching and has been 
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Erik Ross has announced 
his candidacy for the four-year 
position of Ligonier Township 
supervisor. He will run on the 
Republican ticket during the May 
18 primary election.

Ross is a 45-year resident of 
Ligonier Township. His family 
has lived in Ligonier for more 
than 260 years, and he is raising 
his children here, too.

Ross said he “looks forward to 
improving and maintaining the 
thing we love as Ligonier. He 
also said he “wants to maximize 
your tax dollars for optimum 
results.”

Ross is a graduate of Glenville 
State College in West Virginia. 
He is a 30-plus year active 
member at the Darlington 
Volunteer Fire Company where 
he has held numerous line 
officer positions and executive 
positions. Ross is also an active 
member of Ligonier Lodge No. 
331. He’s also a Shriner. He has 
a wealth of experience in local 
and international government, 
working with numerous 
corporations. He currently 
is divisional manager for a 
multimillion-dollar oil company.

Ross said he “would appreciate 
your vote and/or write-in vote if 
you are a registered Democrat” in 
the primary election.
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The worn-out flags that flew on the Ligonier Diamond 
were taken down last week by a borough work crew 
and replaced with new ones donated by the Byers-Tosh 
American Legion Post 267. The Ligonier Borough work 
crew on the project included Ron Ross, crew chief, Jeff 
Rhodes, Gary Roberts, Bob McCauslin and Tom Gibson. 
The new flags are a 10-foot by 15-foot American flag and 
a 3-foot by 5-foot POW/MIA flag. The old flags will be 
properly disposed of by the American Legion.

Alex Raine has announced his 
candidacy for Ligonier Borough 
mayor in the May 18 primary 
election.

“I believe that Ligonier is a 
community that should exemplify 
the majority of our communities 
as a nation,” he said. “America’s 
communities consist of people 
caring for one another, friendly 
neighbors, and the loving 
atmosphere so many of our own 
community members show.”

A Potomac, Maryland native, 
Raine moved to Ligonier in 2005.

“I lost my mother (July 4, 
2011) and subsequently my 
entire family and everything I 
knew about the outside world 
when I was going into my senior 
year at Ligonier Valley High 
school,” he said. “Consequently, 
I went through a very rough time, 
but I was able to overcome my 
adversities. Since 2013, I have 
spent a considerable amount of 

time working to better myself and 
doing the best I can to improve 
the lives of others around me.”

Raine said he has and will 
continue to work on bridging the 
gap between senior citizens and 
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Merchants go to war
to help feed local kids

Food2Go4Kids weekend backpack program
to benefit from Penny Wars

BY MANDI MORANELLI
For The Echo

While the Ligonier Valley School District’s Food2Go4Kids weekend backpack 
program provides students who may be facing food insecurity with the reassurance 
of weekend meals, it is also providing its student volunteers with valuable and eye-
opening life experience.

“There are a good number of programs like this around the area, but what makes 
us stand out is we are the only one that runs almost exclusively by other students,” 
stated program director Eric Vogelsang. “I supervise it, but all the packing, organizing, 
ordering of food and etc are done by kids for kids.”

The student passion for the program led to the creation of an internship position last 
year when then-senior Erika Moore, a former Food2Go4Kids packer, spent half of her 
school day with Vogelsang as a marketing intern. “This allowed our program to grow 
immensely,” he said. “She created a social media platform to market our program, which 
led to numerous donations and certainly more awareness created. She spoke at various 
community meetings to other organizations about the program.” Moore also assisted with 

Learners reap the benefits, 
experience of volunteering
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