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IRWIN — The Greater 
Latrobe boys’ basketball team 
just can’t seem to get any 
momentum on its side.

That was the case for the 
Wildcats during a 66-53 
WPIAL Class 6A Section 3 
defeat at Norwin on Friday, as 
Greater Latrobe stayed within 
striking distance through 
most of the fourth quarter, but 
couldn’t do enough to complete 
the comeback.

“The culture here doesn’t 
accept moral victories…doesn’t 
accept anything less than our 
best and right now. We’re 
just simply not playing our 
best,” Greater Latrobe coach 
Brad Wetzel said. “I think the 
emptiness we’re feeling is 
because we have more left in 
the tank…we have more to 
offer.”

Greater Latrobe (1-3, 3-10) 
won four section titles and no 
fewer than 16 games in each 
of the last five seasons. But 
the Wildcats have struggled 
through the first month of the 
2019-20 season.

Greater Latrobe has lost 
seven of its last eight games, 
and two straight, currently. 
The Wildcats thought they had 
momentum on their side a week 
ago with a significant, dominant 
63-41 home win against Penn-
Trafford, which snapped a 
five-game losing streak. But 
a deflating 18-point loss at 
Connellsville followed, prior 
to Friday’s 13-point setback 
against the Knights.

That has the Wildcats at 1-3 
in the section — tied for last 
with Norwin (1-3, 9-3) — 
and at a crossroads entering a 
home clash against Hempfield 
Area (2-2, 6-7) on Tuesday 
(7:30 p.m.).

“These guys are tough, and 
it’s a grueling schedule,” Wetzel 

said. “I think the leadership is 
going to be tested.

“Are they going to come to 
practice and keep working like 
they have been without getting 
those wins? My answer is yes, 
they’ll be there. We have to 
keep plugging away and I think 
we’ll get some wins.”

Greater Latrobe has won just 
six times in the last 17 years at 
Norwin. The Wildcats didn’t 
have a lead in this one as Norwin 
led wire-to-wire, starting with 
the first eight points and an 
early 11-3 advantage.

“I was hoping we could get 
out of the gate and not spot 
a team points,” Wetzel said. 
“Early on, I thought their size 
and strength hurt us inside. And 
then I thought after the first 
couple minutes, it was pretty 
much an even game from there 
on out.”

Michael Noonan led the 
Wildcats with a game-high 25 
points while Ryan Sickenberger 
also finished in double figures 
with 12 points. Ty Bilinsky 
paced the Knights with 21 
points, while Jayden Walker 
— playing his second game 

following off-season shoulder 
surgery — was a force inside 
with 14 points and 17 rebounds. 
Josh Williams also scored 11 
points for the Knights.

“Having Walker back is a big 
plus for them,” Wetzel said. 
“He’s a big body and we had 
difficulty at times keeping him 
off the glass.”

The Wildcats trailed, 35-25, 
at the half, and Sickenberger’s 
three-pointer early in the third 
quarter cut the deficit to nine 
points at 37-28. The Knights 
scored the next six points for a 
43-28 advantage.

Greater Latrobe got it back 
to nine points, 45-36, thanks to 
a six-point spurt from Noonan 
and Sickenberger, but the 
Knights led, 54-44, heading 
into the fourth quarter.

“They kept us at arm’s length 
and that was to their advantage,” 
Wetzel said.

Sickenberger’s three-pointer 
made it a seven-point game, 
56-49, but that was it for the 
Wildcats. They had chances 
offensively to cut into the 
Knights’ lead, but were unable 
to pull any closer. Instead, the 

Knights finished with 10 of the 
last 14 points to seal the win.

“It’s frustrating because you 
get a couple turnovers, you get 
a couple bounces, but the shots 
don’t fall,” Wetzel said. “That’s 
true for any team, but I think 
this team has a more difficult 
time rebounding from that. I 
thought we had ourselves in 
position to make a run, but we 
just had to can a couple shots.

“Right when we would make 
that shot, they would answer, so 
that’s a credit to them.”

That has the Wildcats in an 
unfamiliar position at this point 
in section play. They have 
a critical home showdown 
Tuesday at Hempfield Area 
followed by an exhibition at 
Penn Hills and a showcase at 
Woodland Hills before the final 
five-game stretch run in the 
section.

Wetzel feels his Wildcats can 
rebound from their rough start.

“It’s just a matter of us 
shoring up the loose ends,” 
Wetzel said. “I thought there 
were times when we needed to 
get the offense to work instead 
of forcing the issue.

“I think the effort is there, 
but I thought we made some 
mental mistakes. We just have 
to be cleaner.”

Greater Latrobe also fell in 
junior varsity play, 66-39.

Ben Hamaty led the team 
with 13 points while Zach 
Marucco followed with eight 
points.

———
GREATER LATROBE (53)

Noonan 10-5-25; R. Sickenberger 4-2-12; 
Clair 2-0-5; Newill 2-0-4; Rauco 0-0-0; Butler 
1-0-3; C. Sickenberger 1-1-4; D. Shimko 0-0-
0; Shoemaker 0-0-0; P. Shimko 0-0-0; Smith 
0-0-0; Brackney 0-0-0; Fetter 0-0-0. Totals, 
20-8(10)—53

NORWIN (66)
Petrarco 1-0-2; Walker 6-2-14; T. Bilinsky 

5-8-21; A. Bilinsky 3-1-8; N. Fleming 2-1-5; Wil-
liams 3-4-11; McCutcheon 0-0-0; Gabauer 2-0-
5; M. Fleming 0-0-0; Levendosky 0-0-0; Stecko 
0-0-0; Barca 0-0-0. Totals, 23-16(24)—66

Score by Quarters
Greater Latrobe 9 16 19 9 — 53
Norwin 14 21 19 12 — 66

Three-point field goals: R Sickenberger-2, 
Clair, Butler, C Sickenberger; T Bilinsky-3, A 
Bilinsky, Williams, Gabauer

JV: Norwin, 66-39

Up and in
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St. Vincent College’s Bri Van Volkenburg goes up 
for a basket between two Washington & Jefferson 
defenders as teammate Erin Giancola (40) follows 
the play during a Presidents’ Athletic Conference 
game earlier this season. The Bearcats continue 
conference play Saturday with a women’s-men’s 
doubleheader at Bethany (W.Va.) beginning at 1 p.m.

The Derry Area boys’ 
basketball team likely already 
knew Knoch was a contender 
for the WPIAL title before 
Friday’s WPIAL Class 4A 
Section 1 matchup.

After all, the Knights had won 
at Highlands — the section’s 
other powerhouse program — 
only three days earlier.

But it’s one thing to know 
about a team and it’s another 
to see them up close, as Knoch 
used a big first-quarter lead and 
a slew of double-digit scorers to 
roll to a 91-59 victory over the 
visiting Trojans.

Knoch, which improved to 
4-0 in section play and 9-1 
overall, raced to a 30-10 lead 
after the first quarter on Friday. 
The Knights led, 48-26, at 
halftime.

Derry (2-2, 4-8) did enough 
to briefly cut the lead to 12 at 
one point in the second half, 
but Knoch’s early surge was 
too much to overcome.

Four players finished in 
double figures for the Knights, 
who notched a signature home 
win against Highlands (74-69) 
on Tuesday.

Ryan Lang tallied a game-
best 27 points, including three 
three-pointers, to pace Knoch. 
Ryan Schrengost added 21 
points, Scott Fraser had 18, and 
Kevin Scheiat chipped in 11.

Aidan Bushey led the Trojans 
with 23 points and connected 
on a game-best five three-
pointers. Ryan Bushey (12) and 
Sam Jones (10) also finished in 
double figures.

Mount Pleasant and Derry 

Area currently have identical 
2-2 marks in the section. The 
Vikings dropped a road contest 
to Highlands, 80-59, on Friday 
night.

The Trojans face another stiff 
test on Tuesday (7:15 p.m.) 
when they host Highlands 
(3-1, 11-2). They’ll follow 
that up with a non-section 
road game against District 6 
Heritage Conference program 
Penns Manor Area on Friday 
(7:30 p.m.) before resuming 
section play next week.

DERRY AREA (59)
R. Bushey 4-4-12; A. Bushey 9-0-23; Nicely 

2-0-4; Jones 5-0-10; Hood 0-1-1; Webb 0-2-2; 
Detore 1-0-3; Ulery 2-0-4; Hudson 0-0-0; Hud-
spath 0-0-0; Watson 0-0-0. Totals, 23-6(8)—59

KNOCH (91)
S. Fraser 8-1-18; Schrengost 7-5-21; Scheiat 

5-1-11; Lang 10-4-27; McKee 3-1-7; Bajuseik 
0-2-2; K. Fraser 1-2-4; Green 0-1-1. Totals, 34-
17(20)—91

Score by Quarters
Derry Area 10 16 20 13 — 59
Knoch 30 18 23 20 — 91

Three-point field goals: A. Bushey 5, R. 
Bushey, Detore; Lange 3, Schrengost 2, S. 
Fraser. 
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Derry Area swimming and diving coach 
Jeff Kelly is still having fun in his 30th 
season.

Kelly, in his 27th season at Derry Area, 
has a younger, inexperienced group, but he 
expects big things from his top swimmers 
this season.

“I really, really like this team,” Kelly 
said. “We’re small in numbers, but it’s just 
a fantastic group of kids.

“They’ve got a good work ethic, they 
seem to be putting their hearts and soul 
into everything they do. I love working 
with them and I look forward to going to 
practice every day.”

Last season, Wes Buhite and Ali Cowan 
both advanced to the PIAA Class AA 
Swimming and Diving Championships, 
respectively. Keely Siko, Lauren Angus, 
Makenzie Eades, Jake Buhite, Jakob 
Riggle and Cam Washburn all advanced to 
the WPIAL Class AA Championships last 
season.

“I look for the ones that were there a year 
ago to repeat,” Kelly said. “I expect them 
to make it back.”

Cowan, a junior, ended her sophomore 
season with a ninth-place finish at the 
PIAA Class AA Diving Championships. 
She placed fifth and qualified for the state 
meet during her second appearance at the 
WPIAL Class AA Diving Championships.

“Ali looks every bit as good as she did a 
year ago,” Kelly said. “Plus, she’s willing 
to strive and add the higher, more difficult 
dives.”

Wes Buhite finished his junior season 
26th in the state in the 100 breaststroke. 
Like Cowan, he qualified for the state 
meet for the first time last season, reaching 
based on time from the WPIAL Class AA 

Championships.
Kelly anticipates another strong season 

from Cowan and Buhite.
“I look for them to expand on where 

they were a year ago,” Kelly said. “They’re 
putting in all of the work and they know 
what they have to do.

“They have the experience that tells 
them you can’t be complacent at this point. 
You’ve got to be looking for anything and 
everything that’s going to put you ahead 
of where you were a year ago, and they’re 
really putting in the time.”

The veteran boys team features 11 
swimmers and divers, including nine 
seniors. One of those seniors, Caleb Rullo, 
is out because of shoulder surgery.

The boys’ team remains an experience-
heavy group.

“The group that we have back has the 
experience of WPIALs in the past,” Kelly 
said. “They look great. They’re on top of 
things and they know what they need to 
work on. They have the work ethic.

“It’s just a great little team.”
The Derry Area girls features 17 

swimmers and divers, including four 
seniors.

Kelly said that Ashley Baker is improving 
as a freshman, while classmate Deana 
Henderson is doing the same.

“Ashley Baker is a young diver and she’s 
coming on very well,” Kelly said. “She’s 
doing a really nice job, learning every 
day and you can see her getting better as 
a ninth-grader being on the board for the 
first time.

“Deana had a really nice Christmas break 
practice-wise. I’ve seen great improvements 
from when she first came in.”

A.J. Vanderelli is a senior, but it’s his 
first year diving. It’s also the first year for 
sophomore Carson Chamberlain.

“A.J. is on the board for the first time and 
he’s doing a nice job,” Kelly said. “Carson 
has also come on and improved greatly. 
The improvements and gains they made 
have been tremendous.”

Kelly is excited for remaining 
section meets, in addition to the 
Westmoreland County Coaches 
Association Championships, the WPIAL 
Championships and the state meet in 
March.

“The biggest thing is just what a nice, 
hard-working group this is,” Kelly said. 
“The kids don’t complain, they put in 
yardage and hard work. It’s been a lot of 
fun and I hope it continues.”

Derry Area Roster
Boys

Seniors — Jake Buhite, Wes Buhute, Brandyn Find-
ish, Jakob Riggle, Caleb Rullo, Caleb Shaulis, Devin 
Sheffler, Anthony Vanderelli, Cameron Washburn.

Juniors — Jacob Short.
Sophomores — Carson Chamberlain.

Girls
Seniors — Lacey Clark, Kendra Keffer, Tadum My-

ers, Madeline Sanderson.
Juniors — Lauren Angus, Abigail Bolen, Emily Bol-

ish, Allison Cowan, Allison Johnston Abigial Kubiak, 
Makenzy Semelsberger.

Sophomores — Makenzie Eades, Delaney Gordon, 
Keely Siko.

Freshmen — Ashley Baker, Deana Henderson, Ta-
yah Tetkoskie.

DERRY AREA TROJANS
Head Coach: Jeff Kelly

WPIAL Section 4-AA
2019-20 Swimming Schedule

JANUARY
14—at Burrell
16—at Laurel Highlands
21—Freeport Area
24—Westmoreland County Coaches Association 

Diving Championships* (5 p.m.)
25—Westmoreland County Coaches Association 

Swimming Championships* (10 a.m.)
27—Greater Latrobe*
30—Mount Pleasant

FEBRUARY
 4—Kiski School*
 6—Valley
11—Norwin*
13—at Greensburg Salem
21—WPIAL Class AA Diving Championships (South 

Park)
24—WPIAL Class AA Swimming Championships 

(Univ. of Pgh. Trees Pool)
*Exhibition
Meets, except tournaments, 6 p.m.

The Ligonier Valley girls’ 
basketball team got a big game 
from Haley Boyd, but it wasn’t 
enough to upend host Marion 
Center in a 65-36 District 6 
Heritage Conference loss on 
Friday.

Boyd, a freshman guard, led 
all scorers with 24 points. Most 
of her offensive output came 
from long range, as she hit six 
three-pointers.

In her past two games, Boyd 
has connected on a total of 10 
three-pointers.

The Lady Rams fell behind 
early on Friday. They trailed, 
21-5, at the end of the first 
quarter and the deficit swelled 
to 31 points, 42-11, by halftime.

Ligonier Valley held a 25-
23 scoring edge in the second 
half, including 16-12 in the final 
frame.

Kaelyn Adams and Elizabeth 
Crissman each added five points 
for the Lady Rams, who fell to 

1-10 overall.
Marion 

Center (4-9) 
had four players 
i n  d o u b l e 
figures. Shawna 
Cook led the 
way with 12 
points, Nevada 
Armstrong had 
11 and Madison 
Gatskie and 
Laney Monroe 
each chipped in 10.

Ligonier Valley continues 
conference play Tuesday 
(6:30 p.m.) when it hosts 
West Shamokin in a division 
crossover contest.

LIGONIER VALLEY (36)
Woods 0-0-0; Lawson 1-0-2; Boyd 8-2-24; 

Crissman 0-1-1; Griffin 0-1-1; Adams 1-2-5; 
Myers 0-3-3. Totals, 10-9(21)—36

MARION CENTER (65)
Thompson 2-2-6; Monroe 4-1-10; Cook 

5-0-12; Armstrong 4-3-11; Ackerman 1-1-5; 
Gatskie 5-0-10; J. Coble 1-4-6; Elkin 2-0-5; A. 
Coble 0-0-0. Totals, 25-12(22)—65

Score by Quarters
Ligonier Valley 5 6 9 16 — 36
Marion Center 21 21 11 12 — 65

Three-point field goals: Boyd-6, Adams; 
Cook-2, Monroe, Ackerman, Elkin

Kelly expects big things from 
young DA swimmers, divers

Knoch uses 
scoring, fast start 
to rout Trojans

AIDAN BUSHEY

Early deficit sinks
Lady Rams in loss to MC

HALEY 

BOYD

Struggling Wildcats searching 
for momentum after 13-point  

section setback at Norwin

MIKE NOONAN RYAN SICKENBERGER

WEST HARTFORD, Conn. 
(AP) — Jim Calhoun’s 900th 
win looked like so many others 
during a Hall of Fame coaching 
career.

He stomped. He screamed. 
He slammed objects.

The only real difference is the 
sideline he now controls.

The longtime Connecticut 
coach added another milestone 
Friday night when the 
University of Saint Joseph beat 
Pratt Institute 105-61.

Now in his second season 
coaching in Division III, 

Calhoun joined Mike 
Krzyzewski, Jim Boeheim 
and Bob Knight — all former 
rivals and national champions 
at college basketball’s highest 
level — as the only coaches 
to coach at least 10 seasons 
in Division I and reach 900 
victories.

The 77-year-old coached just 
like the guy who took UConn 
from the Big East basement 
to the top of the nation, with 
NCAA titles in 1999, 2004 and 
2011.

Now he’s trying to build 

another program from the 
ground up.

His return to coaching in 
2018 came the same year the 
former all-women’s school 
became fully coeducational, 
with Calhoun’s hiring bringing 
not only attention, but needed 
funds for improvements.

He has led fundraising for a 
new gymnasium that’s expected 
to open next year and replace 
the 500-seat O’Connell Center.

Calhoun improved to 900-394 
in a 42-year career that appeared 
over in 2012. He had battled 

problems with his health and the 
NCAA, suspended three games 
in his final season in Storrs for 
recruiting violations. It seemed 
the right time to walk away.

But he didn’t stay away.
After watching former player 

and assistant Kevin Ollie guide 
the Huskies to a fourth title in 
2014, Calhoun welcomed the 
chance to lead his own team 
again, even one that’s close to 
home geographically but miles 
away from where he coached 
under the brightest lights in 
college basketball.

Former UConn coach Calhoun earns 900th career win


