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BY MARYANN GOGNIAT EIDEMILLER
For The Bulletin

It all started last March when a friend asked Mary Ellen Raneri 
if her mother, Lucy Pollock, could show her how to make Easter 
bread.

Raneri asked her, then added, “Do you mind if I do a video? And 
can we do it live?”

Pollock, as easy going as she is, said, “I don’t care.”
The video that Raneri shared on Facebook turned into another, 

then another, and more. The live episodes have been streaming 
every Sunday since March 22, and sometimes there are pop-up 
videos on weekdays whenever Pollock feels like making something. 
Like maybe she has a bag of apples, so it’s time to bake an apple pie.

What became known as “Baking With Lucy” has more than 
30,000 followers, and a cookbook of the same name will soon be 
released.

Not bad for a woman who turned 98 a few days ago.
Pollock lives with her daughter, son-in-law Phil and dachshunds 

Lily and Alfredo in Lawson Heights. Her culinary skills are 
legendary in their circle of friends and family, and now people all 
over the country and abroad are watching her bake and cook. She 
makes no-frills comfort food like grandma used to make, and no 
wonder. Her cooking was passed down to her from her own mother 

who kept the family fed during the Great Depression and other hard 
times.

“Grandma had a huge garden and a cow, and she was the best 
cook in the world,” Raneri said.

It was such an infl uential lesson in frugality that Pollock is still 
saying, “More fl our, less meat.”

If it’s too fancy, she’s not going to cook it. If it has too many 
ingredients, or things that aren’t readily available in an ordinary 
kitchen, she won’t make that, either.

“I’m a plain Jane,” she said.
Pollock’s Italian parents immigrated to the United States in the 

early 1900s and ended up in Homer City. Her father was a coal 
miner and a “carpenter who could make anything.” Her mother took 
care of nine children (one died at a young age) and baked around 
26 loaves of bread for the family every week.

Pollock’s late husband Michael was a Pennsylvania state trooper 
based in Punxsutawney. Raneri, who taught French and composition 
writing in the Ligonier Valley School District, was their only child. 
She grew up eating a combination of Italian and Slovak foods, and 
remembers always smelling something good cooking when she 
turned the corner on her way home from school.

Westmoreland County recorded its highest 
single-day increase in positive coronavirus 
(COVID-19) cases Thursday, according to 
statistics provided by the county on its website.

As of 4 p.m. Thursday, Westmoreland 
County had 3,201 total coronavirus cases, an 
increase of 148 cases from Wednesday. That 
total includes 2,926 confi rmed cases and 275 
probable. As of Thursday’s update, there have 
been 47,307 negative COVID-19 tests in 
Westmoreland County (93.66%).

There have been 65 deaths among 
Westmoreland County residents attributed to 
coronavirus, as confi rmed by the state health 
department through the National Electronic 
Disease Surveillance System (NEDSS). The 
Westmoreland County Coroner’s Offi ce lists a 
total of 61 coronavirus deaths — 54 confi rmed 

by testing and another seven presumed cases 
based on symptoms.

The coroner’s COVID-19 death total 
includes any individual whose death occurred 
in Westmoreland County, regardless of their 
county of residence.

According to the state health department, 
there were 36 COVID-19 patients hospitalized 
in the county and four coronavirus patients on 
ventilators as of Thursday.

The daily coronavirus figures on the 
Westmoreland County website differ slightly 
from those on the Pennsylvania Department 
of Health’s COVID-19 Dashboard, which is 
updated at noon each day. The county’s site 
is updated at 4 p.m. Monday through Friday, 
with a weekend recap included with each 
Monday’s update.

BY GREG REINBOLD
Bulletin Staff Writer

State police at Greensburg seized more than 

2,000 stamp bags of suspected heroin and 
more than $2,000 in cash while executing a 

search warrant on a South Greensburg home 

on Wednesday.

Chyrone Lamar Rodgers, 32, of South 

Greensburg was arraigned Wednesday before 
Magisterial District Judge Charles R. Conway 

on charges of possession with intent to deliver 

a controlled substance and possession of a 
controlled substance. He was ordered held in 

Westmoreland County Prison and denied bond 

after Conway ruled him a fl ight risk.

Submitted photos

Lucy Pollock and her daughter, Mary Ellen Raneri, are working on a cookbook featuring 222 of Pollack’s legendary 
recipes. In the right photo, Pollack’s cooking show “Baking With Lucy” is livestreamed on Facebook each Sunday, 
which showcases the 98-year-old’s time-tested culinary skills.

98-year-old celebrity cook releasing 
cookbook of favorite recipes

Westmoreland Community 
Action (WCA) is seeking 
support from the community 
for its Christmas Toys for 
Kids program.

“Christmas Elves” can 
help out by adding the WCA 
Christmas Toys for Kids 
program to their holiday 
shopping lists, sponsoring a 
family or hosting a virtual toy 
drive.

This year, the WCA is 
utilizing a new remote drop-
off location for toy donations. 
Those donating toys must call 
724-834-1260 to schedule a 
drop-off time.

The WCA receives 
applications from families in 
Westmoreland County that 
need help meeting the wishes 
of their children during 
the holidays. To sponsor a 
family, contact jkemerer@
westmorelandca.org.

Those interested in helping 
out can also host a virtual toy 
drive by sharing the WCA’s 
Amazon Wish List, creating 
their own Amazon Wish List 
or creating a shopping cart on 
their favorite store’s website. 
The WCA’s Amazon Wish 
List can be found at https://a.
co/153Di6U. Online orders 
for the Christmas Toys 
for Kids program can be 
addressed to 226 S. Maple 
Ave., Greensburg, PA 15601.

The deadline for the 
Christmas Toys for Kids 
program is Dec. 4.

BY DEBORAH A. BREHUN
For The Bulletin

The Loyalhanna Watershed Association (LWA)’s annual art 
auction will have a virtual format this year. The new concept is 
yet another adjustment non-profi t organizations like the LWA 
have had to make to raise funding for ongoing projects during the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.

“The auction is different this year, obviously, because it is 
online. For the past 35 years we had a big dinner, an auctioneer, 
a silent auction and a live auction,” said LWA Executive Director 
Susan Huba.

“Still Waters” is the theme of the LWA’s 36th auction, featuring 
original works from renowned local and national artists.

“The committee met in January to pick the theme that ended up 
working out with the pandemic,” Huba said. “So, we played on 
the refl ection theme. After all, people had to stay home and had 
time to refl ect on things. The artists took our theme literally about 
refl ection and water. It was just a fi tting theme for this year with 
self-isolation.”

All artwork may be viewed in person at G Squared Gallery, 
138 East Main St., Ligonier, beginning Oct. 17 during normal 
business hours – 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Saturday and 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sundays. The artwork may also be viewed by 
special appointment; call 724-238-8083 for more information.

“We want people to be able to come and see the pieces in person. 
With art pieces it would be hard to try to get the colors of a piece 
by viewing it on a fl at computer screen,” Huba said.

36th LWA art 
auction goes virtual

Photo by Deborah A. Brehun

Loyalhanna Watershed Association (LWA) Executive 
Director Susan Huba displays one of the 27 pieces of 
art that will be part of the LWA “Still Waters” virtual art 
auction benefi t. The artwork will be available for preview 
at G Squared Gallery Oct. 17-24.

Derry Area aims 
to bring alumni 
together through 
Trojan’s Spear

Photo courtesy of Derry Area

The new Trojan’s Spear initiative, which will operate as a 
subgroup of the Derry Area School District Foundation, 
will focus its efforts to support the four A’s of the school 
district: academics, arts, agriculture and athletics. The 
initiative will also include an alumni association, an 
annual fund, capital campaigns, scholarships and a 
Hall of Fame.

WCA asks 
community 
to support 
Christmas 
toy drive

BY NICK CAMMUSO
Bulletin Staff Writer

Ask anyone from the area 
and they will likely agree: There 
is something special about the 
Derry Area School District 
community.

“We’re just very 
humble people,” said 
Sarah Mikeska, a 
Derry Area graduate 
who is the current 
Derry Area School 
District Foundation 
president and a 
Grandview Elementary 
School teacher. “I 
see my parents, my 
friends’ parents and 
everybody work very hard, and 
what we’re given is what we’ve 
earned so far. And I think 
everybody in this community 
knows what a great school 
district we have — the teachers 
here really shape the students and 
they want to give back.”

Now, alumni will have a chance 
to give back through a new 
initiative — aimed at channeling 
Derry Area pride and the district’s 
proud past into a brighter future 
— called the Trojan’s Spear. 
The group, which will operate 

as a subgroup of the 
foundation, will focus 
its efforts to support 

the four A’s of the school 
district: academics, 

arts, agriculture and 
athletics.

As part of the 
Trojan’s Spear, five 
separate programs — 

an alumni association, 
an annual fund, capital 

campaigns, scholarships 
and a Hall of Fame — have been 
created to “build camaraderie, 
increase pride and generate 
fi nancial support for numerous 
upcoming projects,” according 
to a news release on the initiative.

(See Derry Area on Page A3)

(See 98-year-old on Page A3)

(See 36th LWA on Page A3)
(See WCA on Page A3)
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State police seized more than 2,000 stamp 
bags of suspected heroin and more than 
$2,100 while executing a search warrant 
Wednesday at a home on the 1700 block 
of Broad Street in South Greensburg.

Police seize more 
than 2K stamp 

bags in drug bust in 
South Greensburg

(See Police seize on Page A5)

Westmoreland County 
records highest single-day 

COVID-19 case total


