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With interest rates currently 
low, the City of Latrobe is 
looking to refinance a 2016 
general obligation bond that 
could help finance some of the 
city’s capital projects.

“The interest rates are pretty 
low and are favorable for us to 
consider refinancing the bond,” 
City Manager Michael Gray said 
during Monday’s agenda prep 
meeting.

Refinancing the bond could 
help pay for repairs to the 
downtown parking garage, 
compactor at the transfer station, 
as well as reimbursement for 
the $105,300 excavator the city 
purchased in October.

The city on Feb. 22 will hold 
a special meeting to consider a 
resolution for appointing a bond 
counsel and underwriter — who 
will assess the city’s bond rating.

“Once we have the rating, we 
can take a look at what we want 
to do,” Gray said.

He said options for refinancing 
the bond include: No changes 
to the base amount and/or years 
added to the bond; no changes to 
the base amount, but extending the 
bond payments by an additional 
two years; or increasing the 

base amount of $3.1 million — 
initially issued to pay for work at 
the parking garage — to cover 
capital expenditures and extend 
bond payment by approximately 
two years.

Gray said the first two options 
are cost savings to the city, while 
the third option would allow 
the city to make repairs to the 

downtown parking garage located 

between Weldon and Spring 

streets which has deteriorating 

concrete cantilevers. The latter 

option includes increasing the 

base amount of the bond by 
$400,000 to $500,000, Gray 

estimated.

Gina O’Barto of Unity 
Township has announced her 
candidacy for Westmoreland 
County prothonotary.

“As a fiscally conservative 
Republican, I believe we can 
make improvements that will 
save taxpayers money and 
improve accessibility.” she 
said in a release. “Incorporating 
more technology into the 
office would help to allow 
Westmoreland residents 24-
hour access to their government 
without ever having to drive to 
the courthouse.”

Christina O’Brien, a 
Democrat ,  has served 
three terms as the county’s 
prothonotary since 2010, but 

reportedly is not expected 

to run for a fourth term. 
O’Barto narrowly lost the 

2017 Republican primary for 

the prothonotary position to 
Kimberly Horrell.

O’Barto is currently 
employed in the Westmoreland 
County Controller’s Office. 
She formerly worked as 
an executive assistant at 
Redstone Highlands as well 
as a purchasing manager at 
Columbia Northwest. She is a 
graduate of Business Careers 
Institute and a member of the 
Sons of Italy, a board member of 
the Arts and Heritage Festival, 
National Rifle Association 
(NRA) and Fire Owners 
Against Crime and District 12 
Republican Committee.
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The Ligonier Township Municipal Authority 
(LTMA) board met last week to approve a 2021 
budget for the authority that does not include any 
rate changes for water or sewer customers.

The overall budget projects the authority to 
generate a net income of roughly $488,000 
across its water and sanitary sewer departments. 
The sewer department is budgeted to be roughly 
$74,000 ahead in 2021 while the water system 
is projected to generate about $414,000 in net 
income.

The authority last increased rates for water 
service on Oct. 1, 2019, ahead of a planned water 
system improvement project. Authority board 

members at their Jan. 8 meeting were concerned 
an increase to sewage rates may also be needed, 
but no rate changes were included in the approved 
budget.

In other business at Wednesday’s meeting, the 
LTMA board learned water system engineer Jake 
Bolby of the EADS Group contacted Mountain 
Research regarding testing to determine potential 
alternative groundwater sources in response to 
the state Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) comments regarding the size of the spillway 
at the authority’s existing reservoir.

The LTMA has until May to submit its plan to 
the DEP addressing the spillway capacity.

Latrobe lawyer Tamara 
Mahady has announced her 
candidacy for magisterial 
district judge in the Unity 
Township area.

Mahady currently works as an 
attorney for the Westmoreland 
County Public Defender’s 
Office, which represents those 
who face possible incarceration 
but cannot afford to hire their 
own private attorney, according 
to the county’s website.

She has devoted her legal 
career to public service, with 
experience at both the county 
and state level. Mahady’s 
legal background includes 
working as a criminal defense 
attorney for the county and 
serving as assistant counsel 
for the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, under the state’s 

Department of Transportation.
“I have represented my 

community in criminal matters 
and I have represented my 
state in civil matters,” she said. 
“Those two diverse legal roles 
have prepared me for the exact 

job of a magisterial district 
judge, who hear criminal cases 
one day and civil cases the next 
day.”

She added that being a district 
judge would allow her to 
combine her criminal and civil 
legal skills and put them to use 
in one job.

In addition to serving the 
community professionally, 
Mahady is also an active 
Court Appointed Special 
Advocates (CASA) volunteer, 
an organization that helps 
abused and neglected children 
in Westmoreland County.

“Helping people isn’t just my 
professional goal, it is my life’s 
pursuit,” she said.

Mahady is a lifelong resident 
of the Unity Township and 
Latrobe area.
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The Westmoreland County Prison Board 
on Monday voted to make the elected head of 
another county department the top administrator 
at the prison, formally offering the vacant warden 
position to third-term Republican Clerk of Courts 
Bryan Kline.

“I appreciate the confidence the prison board 
has in me being the administrator of that facility 
and I look forward to it,” Kline said, noting there 
remain details to be ironed out regarding his 
transition into the new position. “I’m not making 
a declaration on my future role as Clerk of Courts 
until we work through the details.”
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The Westmoreland County Commissioners 
held a special meeting Monday to award 
more than $400,000 in funding to volunteer 
fire departments and emergency medical 
services providers.

The commissioners approved awarding 
$60,000 — $15,000 each — to four EMS 
providers through the Westmoreland 
CARES EMS Support Grant Program.

The providers that received funding 
included Oklahoma EMS, Vandergrift EMS, 
Rescue 14 EMS Inc. and Mount Pleasant 
Township Volunteer Fire Company No. 1 
of Kecksburg.
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Latrobe Kinder-Schull is giving back to the 
community while raising awareness for a good 
cause.

After learning that donations to Greensburg-
based Blackburn Center have been significantly 
lower than usual, the step-up classroom at 
Latrobe Kinder-Schull decided to help.

Staff, families and students have been 
collecting items needed for clients and residents 
of Blackburn Center, ranging from kitchenware 
and hygiene products to dry goods and 
nonperishable food items.

Latrobe Kinder-Schull has extended the 

deadline of its collection drive to Feb. 5.
The drop-off point is the foyer at Latrobe 

Kinder-Schull, 320 McKinley Ave., in Latrobe 
(across from DiSalvo’s). Drop-off times are 
weekdays from 6:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Through the donation drive, Latrobe Kinder-
Schull is hoping to raise awareness of Blackburn 
Center’s vision of a world free from domestic 
and sexual violence and other forms of violence.

Blackburn Center advocates for the rights of 
all individuals to live free from domestic and 
sexual violence and other forms of violence 
by eliminating the root causes of this violence 
and providing for the well-being and safety of 
survivors/victims, according to its website.

Submitted photo

Layla Rummell and Zayden Maxson, both students at Latrobe Kinder-Schull in Latrobe, 
help collect items for a donation drive for the Blackburn Center in Greensburg.

Latrobe Kinder-Schull 
sponsoring collection drive 

for Blackburn Center

Latrobe to consider 
refinancing bond to fund 
upcoming capital projects
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What a sweet donation.
Curt Colaianne, owner of the Dainty Pastry Shoppe on 

Depot Street, recently donated $3,000 to the Latrobe Police 
Department. He presented a check to City Manager Michael 
Gray during Monday’s agenda prep meeting.

“The purpose of this was to give something back from the 
shop to the community, that the police department might be 
able to use it in efforts to help them out,” he said.

The police department will use the donation to outfit one of 
its patrol vehicles with computer upgrades.

“We have for a while wanted to do something in efforts to 
the police department to offer them a donation so that they 
can pursue some needs that we’ve discussed with the chief,” 
Colaianne said.

Owner of Dainty Pastry 
Shoppe donates to Latrobe 

Police Department
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Westmoreland County recorded 156 new 
coronavirus (COVID-19) cases and three virus-
related deaths Monday after averaging fewer 
than 100 cases per day over the weekend.

The county recorded 91 new coronavirus 
cases Friday and 140 on Saturday, according to 
the Pennsylvania Department of Health, before 
registering its lowest single-day increase since 
Nov. 5 on Sunday with 57 new cases.

The 57 new cases added Sunday represent the 

lowest single-day increase in the county since 
Nov. 5, when there were 56 new cases reported. 

Friday and Sunday marked the second and third 
days in 2021 with fewer than 100 new cases.

Westmoreland County has added fewer than 
200 new coronavirus cases in each of the past 11 

days and has had fewer than 175 new cases in 10 

of those 11 days.

County reports 156 new 
COVID-19 cases, three deaths
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