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BY ZACH D’AMICO
Bulletin Staff Writer

Excela Health on Friday added a phone 
line as another way for eligible community 
members to schedule an appointment for a 
coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccination.

Chief Medical Officer Dr. Carol Fox 
said Excela Health continues to vaccinate 
healthcare workers and is now offering a 
limited number of appointments to members 
of the public in Phase 1A of the state’s vaccine 
rollout — which includes adults older than 

65 and those ages 16-64 with select medical 
conditions.

“All the vaccine that we have received 
thus far, we have made appointments for,” 
Fox said.

With Excela Health’s new phone line, 
Phase 1A residents may call 724-689-1690 
on weekdays between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. to 
register.

A maximum of two appointments may be 
made on one call.

BY ZACH D’AMICO
Bulletin Staff Writer

Leslie Baum Rossi was 
chosen Saturday as the 
Republican candidate to 
run in the May 18 special 
election for the House seat 
in Pennsylvania’s 59th 
Legislative District left vacant 
by the death of Mike Reese.

Rossi, 50, of Latrobe 
created the red-white-and-blue 
Trump House on Route 982 
amid the former president’s 
2016 campaign. She helped 
hundreds register to vote or 
change their party affiliation 
up through the 2020 election 
for which she was a GOP 
delegate for Trump.

Reese died Jan. 2 of an 
apparent brain aneurysm. He 

was elected for a seventh-
term in the state House of 
Representatives, running 
unopposed in the November 
election.

Rossi was chosen by a 
panel of 26 conferees of the 
Republican Party from the 
state’s 59th District, which 
includes parts of Westmoreland 
and Somerset counties. She 
will run against Democratic 
candidate and Ligonier 
Borough councilwoman 
Mariah Fisher in the special 
election.

“I believe having spent the 
amount of time I did on the 
ground with the voters, I have 
demonstrated not only my 
strong work ethic but that I will 
be the voice of the people as 
their needs for the district we 
live in, are my priority,” Rossi 
wrote in a statement.

BY STEVE KITTEY
For The Bulletin

“Biden declares disaster in Texas” the Page 1 
headline in the Sunday, Feb. 21 edition of the 
Houston Chronicle read.

Guess what folks?
Texans already knew the state was a disaster 

because they just lived through, not a cold day 
in hell, but a full week of hell, experiencing 
firsthand what it was like to be a third world 
country sans electricity, running water or — in 
some cases — food or any type of water.

And, of course, let’s not forget we are in 
the middle of a pandemic where people are 
desperately trying to get appointments for the 
new COVID-19 vaccine, now one week behind 
schedule because of being without power and 
water.

The greater Houston area includes the town 
of Pearland, the place I now call home after 
spending the first 75 years of my life in western 
Pennsylvania, more recently Latrobe (Derry 
Township).

Pearland is 17 miles south of Houston 
and during last week’s horrific weather the 
temperature dropped to 10 above zero and a wind 
chill of minus 1.

If you have lived most of your life in the 
Latrobe area, that kind of weather isn’t exactly 
unheard of during the winter months. In Texas, 
well, it’s very abnormal. This is a state that 
welcomed my wife Becky and I with almost five 
straight months of temperatures in the 90s and, at 
times, over 100 degrees.

For the record, though, we, like every other 
Texan, keep our home air-conditioning running 
24/7, thus managing to stay comfortable despite 
the sweltering outside heat.

When our power went out at about 1:30 a.m. 
Monday, Feb. 15, we thought it might just be 
a transformer exploding somewhere nearby and 
power would be restored within hours or at least 
in a reasonable amount of time, just like such it 
always did back in Pennsylvania.

Photo by Steve Kittey

Former Bulletin editor Steve Kittey’s driveway was covered in snow at his home near 
Houston, Texas.

Former Bulletin editor describes 
experience with Texas disaster

Excela Health adds phone 
line for limited number
of vaccine appointments

BY GREG REINBOLD
Bulletin Staff Writer

After the third full week of February, Westmoreland County’s 

average new daily coronavirus (COVID-19) cases continued a 

downward trajectory.

The county added 482 coronavirus cases during the period of Feb. 

15-21, bringing its total so far this month to 1,622 for an average of 

77.24 new cases per day in February.

The county’s daily average for cases has decreased each week 

in February, from 82.42 cases per day the first week to 80.42 in 
the week of Feb. 8-14 and 68.85 in the most recent week. For 

comparison, the county averaged 238.57 new cases per day in the 

first full week of 2021 and 406.57 new cases daily during the period 
of Dec. 8-15.

There have now been 26,325 coronavirus cases in the county 

since the start of the pandemic — 18,689 confirmed cases and 7,636 
probable. So far, there have been 85,489 negative tests in the county.

There have been 6,992 coronavirus cases reported in Westmoreland 

County so far this year for an average of 134.46 reported per day 

in 2021.

Westmoreland County has added fewer than 200 new coronavirus 

cases each day since Jan. 14, and has had fewer than 175 new cases 

in all but one of those days. Since the start of February, the county 

has had fewer than 120 new cases each day, and has been below 

100 new cases in 19 of the 21 days this month.
Westmoreland County added 45 cases and three new coronavirus-

related deaths Friday, followed by 98 cases and three deaths reported 
Saturday and 50 cases and one death reported Sunday, according to 
the Pennsylvania Department of Health. The new deaths reported 
over the weekend bring the county’s total since the start of the 
pandemic to 664 and the total in 2021 to 241.

The virus-related death rate in Westmoreland County has slowed 
since December, which was the county’s worst month of the 
pandemic with 224 deaths reported (7.2 per day) and more than 
10,000 new cases.

County’s average daily COVID-19 cases continue decline

Leslie Baum Rossi chosen 
as Republican candidate 

for open 59th District seat

LESLIE BAUM ROSSI

Greater Latrobe School District has earned 
the College Board AP Computer Science 
Female Diversity Award for achieving high 
female representation in AP Computer Science 
Principles.

Schools honored with the AP Computer 
Science Female Diversity Award have 
expanded girls’ access in AP Computer Science 
courses.

Out of the 20,000 institutions that offer 
AP courses, 1,119 achieved either 50% or 
higher female representation in one of the 
two AP computer science courses or had a 
percentage of the female computer science 
examinees meeting or exceeding that of the 
school’s female population during the 2019-
20 school year. That’s nearly 37% more than 
the 818 schools recognized last year. In 2020, 
Greater Latrobe School District was one of 

831 districts recognized in the category of AP 
Computer Science Principles.

Greater Latrobe Senior High School 
(GLSHS) offers several computer science 
courses for students in ninth through 12th 
grade, including Introduction to Computer 
Programming, Intermediate Programming, 
AP Computer Science A, and AP Computer 
Science Principles.

The benefits of offering computer science 
courses in high school are evident, according 
to Wendy Lint, mathematics and computer 
science teacher at GLSHS.

“Computer Science curriculums help to 
develop problem-solving skills, logic, and 
creativity,” Lint said. “These skills also prepare 
our students for success in continued higher 
level education and training.

GLSD earns AP Computer 
Science Female Diversity Award

The Ligonier Valley Chamber of Commerce 
will host its 11th annual Soup’s On! Walk in 
downtown Ligonier from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, March 20.

A limited number of tickets for this year’s 
event will go on sale beginning at 8:30 a.m. 
Feb. 25.

A total of 400 tickets will be sold for the 
event and at $20 apiece, tickets are expected 
to sell out quickly.

Tickets will be available online through 
Eventbrite and a limited number will be 
available in person at the Ligonier Valley 
Chamber of Commerce office. Tickets will not 

be available to purchase over the phone or by 
voicemail.

Tickets purchased last year will not be 
redeemed for this year’s event.

Attendees will sample delicious soups from 
local restaurants and organizations, and vote 
for “The Best Soup in Ligonier.”

In addition, Soup’s On! attendees can join 
the fun and support local merchants and 
businesses by completing bingo cards that can 
be entered in a drawing to win prizes.

For more information, contact the Ligonier 
Valley Chamber of Commerce at 724-238-
4200 or office@ligonierchamber.com.

Troopers are investigating an incident of animal 
cruelty in Unity Township captured on video that 
has recently been circulating on various social 
media platforms, according to state police at 
Greensburg.

Police say the video involving a girl shows 
very graphic abuse to the animal involved, which 
has prompted many calls to emergency services 
to investigate this incident.

The active investigation consists of multiple 
troopers, including the Greensburg barracks 
animal cruelty officer who is specially trained in 

this type of investigation.
Police are asking that the public give 

investigators time to assess the incident and 
prepare a thorough investigation. There is no 
current danger to the animal in the video, and 
police say it is believed this incident took place 
“many months ago.”

The Latrobe Police Department wrote on its 
Facebook page that it “is aware of a very disturbing 
animal abuse video circulating on social media. 
It had been reported to the (Pennsylvania) State 
Police and they are investigating this incident.”

Theodore Spewock of Derry 
Township turned 100 years 
old on Sunday, Feb. 21.

Ted was born on Feb. 21, 
1921, in Derry Township, one 
of eight children of Frank and 
Pearl Spewock.

Ted was enlisted in the U.S. 
Army in October 1942, and 
was a technical corporal for 
the 80th Division, Company 
G, and served as cook for 
Army men in England, 
France, Germany, Austria 
and Czechoslovakia until 
his honorable discharge in 
December 1945.

After the war, he married 
Agnes Ulishney of Marguerite 
and together they raised six 
daughters.

During these many years, 
he has enjoyed the company 

of all his grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, siblings and 
in-laws, and his nieces and 
nephews.

Theodore liked being his 
own boss and people will 
remember him as the one-man 
coal operator of Clark Hollow 
Coal Mine in Ligonier. 
Theodore had been featured 
in National Geographic 
in June 1978 as part of an 
article on William Penn and 
western Pennsylvania life. 
Other stories were published 
in many newspapers about 
Theodore and his faithful 
helpers, his ponies Silver, 
Smokey Joe and Prince.

As always, Ted celebrated 
his birthday quietly.

Derry Twp. man celebrates 100th birthday

THEODORE SPEWOCK

State police investigating animal 
cruelty video circulating online

Soup’s On! Ligonier set for March 
20, limited tickets available Feb. 25
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