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BY MARYANN GOGNIAT 
EIDEMILLER

For The Bulletin

Only 8.7% of the students 
who took the Advanced 
Placement (AP) Physics 1 test 
earlier this school year scored 
a perfect 5, and Derry Area 
High School senior David 
McElfresh was one of them. 
He also finished in the 19% 
of the students who scored a 
perfect 5 in the Calculus AB 
test.

“We are very proud of him,” 
said Jennifer Welty, a teacher 
in the Derry Area School 
District’s gifted supports 
program.

McElfresh, 17, the son of 
Michael and Kim McElfresh 
of Derry Borough, has been 
an honor student all through 
school.

He took five AP classes 
last year, and he is currently 
taking four.

“AP exams assess a 
student’s knowledge of AP 
course material and determine 
whether they are qualified to 
test out of similar introductory 
courses in college,” Welty 
said. “A high score on an AP 
test indicates that a student 
is already working at college 
level in that subject area.”

Statistics on the AP tests 

are available at several online 

websites that monitor how 

many students take the college 

board exams, and how they 

scored. According to College 

Board’s 2020 AP Exam Score 

Distribution charts, 422,000 

students from 974 schools 
took 834,000 AP exams.

The level 5 that McElfresh 

scored is rated “extremely 

qualified” and is equivalent to 
an A or A+ in a college level 

course.

McElfresh is focusing 

on a career in biological 

engineering and is waiting to 

hear if he was accepted at MIT 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
He also submitted applications 
to Harvard University and 
about a dozen others on his 
list.

“I prefer MIT because they 
are so specialized in science 
and technology, and going 
up there to visit really helped 
me to solidify where I wanted 
to go,” he said. “They do so 
much research. A book that 
I read by one of their past 
presidents outlined some 
of what they did there in 
biotechnology, and they have 
so much you can work with. 
I want to go into the research 
field, but I’m not entirely sure 
where. That will depend on 
the opportunities that arise.”

McElfresh has had an 
interest in science since 
elementary school.

That general interest found 
direction when he was in ninth 
grade and attended a genetics 
conference by Sam Rhine of 
the state of Indiana.

He is a renowned educator 
who travels the country 
presenting programs about 
breakthroughs in genetics and 
biotechnology.

NEW YORK (AP) — Coronavirus deaths are 
rising in nearly two-thirds of American states as a 
winter surge pushes the overall toll toward 400,000 
amid warnings that a new, highly contagious 
variant is taking hold.

As Americans observed a national holiday 
Monday, New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo pleaded 
with federal authorities to curtail travel from 
countries where new variants are spreading.

Referring to new versions detected in Britain, 
South Africa and Brazil, Cuomo said: “Stop those 
people from coming here.... Why are you allowing 
people to fly into this country and then it’s too 
late?”

The U.S. government has already curbed travel 
from some of the places where the new variants 
are spreading — such as Britain and Brazil — and 
recently it announced that it would require proof of 

a negative COVID-19 test for anyone flying into 
the country.

But the new variant seen in Britain is already 
spreading in the U.S., and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Protection has warned that it will 
probably become the dominant version in the 
country by March. The CDC said the variant is 
about 50% more contagious than the virus that is 
causing the bulk of cases in the U.S.

While the variant does not cause more severe 
illness, it can cause more hospitalizations and 
deaths simply because it spreads more easily. In 
Britain, it has aggravated a severe outbreak that 
has swamped hospitals, and it has been blamed 
for sharp leaps in cases in some other European 
countries.

BY WILL WEISSERT
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — President-elect Joe Biden has 
tapped Pennsylvania Health Secretary Dr. Rachel Levine to be 
his assistant secretary of health, leaving her poised to become 
the first openly transgender federal official to be confirmed by 
the U.S. Senate.

A pediatrician and former Pennsylvania physician general, 
Levine was appointed to her current post by Democratic Gov. 
Tom Wolf in 2017, making her one of the few transgender 
people serving in elected or appointed positions nationwide. 
She won past confirmation by the Republican-majority 
Pennsylvania Senate and has emerged as the public face of the 
state’s response to the coronavirus pandemic.

“Dr. Rachel Levine will bring the steady leadership and 
essential expertise we need to get people through this pandemic 

— no matter their zip code, race, religion, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, or disability — and meet the public health needs 

of our country in this critical moment and beyond,” Biden said 

in a statement. “She is a historic and deeply qualified choice 
to help lead our administration’s health efforts.” A graduate of 

Harvard and of Tulane Medical School, Levine is president of 

the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials. She’s 
written in the past on the opioid crisis, medical marijuana, 

adolescent medicine, eating disorders and LGBTQ medicine.

Biden and his transition team have already begun negotiating 

with members of Congress, promoting speedy passage of the 

president-elect’s $1.9 trillion plan to bring the coronavirus, 
which has killed nearly 400,000 people in the United States, 

under control.

BY GREG REINBOLD
Bulletin Staff Writer

Westmoreland County experienced its smallest single-
day increase in coronavirus (COVID-19) cases since Nov. 
7 on Monday with 80 new cases reported, according to the 
Pennsylvania Department of Health.

Monday was the first day of 2021 with fewer than 100 cases 
reported in the county and the first day since Dec. 28 the 
county’s new case figure has been in double-digits.

The county’s new case rate has slowed in the past week, 
with fewer than 210 new cases reported in seven of the last 
eight days and fewer than 175 new cases reported in each of 
the past four.

With the new coronavirus cases reported Monday, there 
have now been 23,253 cases in Westmoreland County since 
the first cases were reported here in March and 3,920 new 
coronavirus cases reported this since the start of 2021.

There were two new coronavirus deaths reported Monday 
in Westmoreland County, bringing the total since the start of 
the pandemic to 535 and the total this year to 112, averaging 

more than 6.2 deaths reported per day in 2021 based on state 
data.

The death rate has slowed since December, which was 
Westmoreland County’s worst month of the pandemic with 
224 deaths (7.2 per day) and more than 10,000 new cases.

The first coronavirus deaths for Westmoreland County were 
reported April 5, according to the Pennsylvania Department 
of Health.

The youngest person to die of COVID-19 in Westmoreland 
County was 36, according to the county coroner’s office, and 
the oldest 109.

Statewide, coronavirus cases reached 771,845 as of 
Monday’s update to the Pennsylvania Department of 
Health’s COVID-19 Dashboard. That case total includes 
681,461 confirmed cases in the state and 90,384 probable 
cases. Throughout Pennsylvania, 19,390 people have died 
of coronavirus, according to the state health department, an 
increase of 80 from Sunday’s update.

Photo by Mike Pedicone

Unable to have a proper ceremony because of coronavirus (COVID-19) restrictions, 
Greater Latrobe on Monday honored sophomore Vinny Kilkeary prior to the Wildcats’ 
43-21 win against Derry Area for winning the PIAA Class 3A state wrestling title at 106 
pounds in March. He was honored alongside his parents, Gina and Brad. Kilkeary is 
Greater Latrobe’s fourth state champion, following Luke Pletcher in 2016.

Vinny Kilkeary honored

as returning state champ

Derry student receives 
two perfect AP scores

DAVID MCELFRESH

Westmoreland County adds
80 new coronavirus cases

BY NICK CAMMUSO
Bulletin Staff Writer

Arnold Palmer Regional Airport will soon expand its Spirit 
Airlines offerings at the Unity Township facility.

Starting Feb. 12, flights to Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, will 
return two days a week (Mondays and Fridays) and Orlando 
flights will take to the skies seven days a week. In March, 
the airline plans to schedule daily flights to Orlando, Fort 
Lauderdale and Myrtle Beach, along with twice-weekly flights 
to Fort Myers, Florida.

Currently, only Orlando flights arrive at and depart from the 
airport five days a week — Sunday and Monday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday.

“This is marvelous news,” Westmoreland County Airport 
Authority Executive Director Gabe Monzo said. “Like most, 
we have certainly had our share of trials and tribulations, but 
we kept our head down and we kept plowing forward and it’s 
now looking like that effort and attitude is beginning to pay off.”

Tickets may be purchased in person at the airline counter in 
the terminal from 9 a.m to 4 p.m. Monday through Saturday 
or online at www.spirit.com. Arnold Palmer Regional Airport’s 
three-digit identifier code is LBE. Reservations may not be 
made by phone by calling the airport. To book by phone, call 
Spirit Airlines at 855-728-3555.

Monzo said safety at the airport has been paramount since the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic reached the U.S.

“We did everything we could envision to make sure that 
people working in the terminal and passengers coming through 
were protected and as safe as possible,” he said. “This was 
uncharted territory for all of us, but we got through it and will 
continue to keep safety at the forefront.”

Despite the pandemic, the airport authority was able to keep 
several major projects on track — a runway widening, apron 
strengthening and passenger hold room expansion that added 
seats for more than 300 passengers at a time. And now the 
airport stands ready to serve passengers and return flights back 
to the level the airline was scheduling prior to the pandemic 
— or greater.

More flights to be 
offered at airport 

starting next month

Biden picks Dr. Rachel Levine as assistant 
health secretary for his administration

Coronavirus deaths rising in
30 US states amid winter surge

BY MARILYNN MARCHIONE
AP Chief Medical Writer

The race against the virus that causes 
COVID-19 has taken a new turn: Mutations 
are rapidly popping up, and the longer it takes 
to vaccinate people, the more likely it is that a 
variant that can elude current tests, treatments 
and vaccines could emerge.

The coronavirus is becoming more 
genetically diverse, and health officials say 
the high rate of new cases is the main reason. 
Each new infection gives the virus a chance to 
mutate as it makes copies of itself, threatening 
to undo the progress made so far to control the 
pandemic.

On Friday, the World Health Organization 
urged more effort to detect new variants. The 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

said a new version first identified in the United 
Kingdom may become dominant in the U.S. by 

March. Although it doesn’t cause more severe 

illness, it will lead to more hospitalizations 

and deaths just because it spreads much more 

easily, said the CDC, warning of “a new phase 

of exponential growth.”

“We’re taking it really very seriously,” Dr. 

Anthony Fauci, the U.S. government’s top 

infectious disease expert, said Sunday on 

NBC’s “Meet the Press.”

“We need to do everything we can now ... to 

get transmission as low as we possibly can,” 

said Harvard University’s Dr. Michael Mina. 

“The best way to prevent mutant strains from 

emerging is to slow transmission.”

A new COVID-19 challenge: 
Mutations rise along with cases
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