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Navigator Checking customers earn 

$5.00 for every 25 
purchases they make!1

High-paying cash back rewards

No minimum monthly balance

No monthly service fee when you  
complete five bank transactions2

Three self-adjusting package levels

1 Debit card cash rewards, which are based on the card being used for VISA credit transactions (signature-based), include both (1) $0.05 per transaction up 
to 24 transactions AND (2) $5.00 for every 25 transactions that post and settle on the customer’s monthly statement. Rewards will be credited to the account 
at the end of the statement cycle in which they were earned. Maximum monthly reward is $31.20. 
2 When five bank transactions are not met a $7.00 charge will apply. Bank transactions include purchases, bill pays, deposits, withdrawals, etc. Member FDIC
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For The Echo

A Ligonier-based Boy Scout Troop has three new Eagle Scouts, including one 
who earned his Eagle on his 18th birthday, and two sisters, who are believed to be 
among the first female Eagles in the Laurel Hills District and the Westmoreland-
Fayetteville Council.

Tristan Glenn, a senior from Ligonier Valley School District, is from Troop 
372 and said while it was a real treat accomplishing the feat on his birthday, he 
would’ve preferred not to cut it so close.

Glenn’s Eagle project consisted of building a shelter for the Loyalhanna 
Watershed Association (LWA) along the Loyalhanna Creek Water Trail for walkers 
to take shelter from the rain or rest while walking.

Although it wasn’t in his original plan, Glenn expanded the project to include 
replacing an old storage shed for LWA.

“It was rusted, run down and did not look good,” recalled Glenn, who replaced 
the shed with a new one.

Glenn also created signs with QR codes along the trail and upgraded the 
association’s website so the messages can be customized by LWA. The signs 
provide information that points to the things that can be seen along the walking 
trail.

A ribbon cutting ceremony is being planned when the weather improves to 
celebrate the project and the addition to the trail.

Ligonier troops welcome three new Eagle Scouts
Including first local female Eagles

HANNAH AND ELIZABETH YOTHERSTRISTAN GLENN

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Tristan Glenn in front of his finished Eagle project. He 
and helpers from Troop 372 designed and built this 
shelter for the Loyalhanna Watershed Association along 
the Loyalhanna Creek Water Trail.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Hannah Yothers built benches that convert to picnic 
tables at Westmoreland Cleanways Recycling Center. 
She also created a garden of recycled tires and 
landscaping around the center’s sign.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Elizabeth Yothers created educational signs that 
featured upcycled flowers made of recycled items and 
cleared and beautified the driveway of Westmoreland 
Cleanways Recycling Center.

BY GREG REINBOLD
For The Echo

Ligonier Valley School 
District will be looking to 
fill a vacancy at the top of its 
administrative staff for the first 
time in more than a decade.

The district’s school board at 
its meeting Feb. 8 accepted the 
resignation of Superintendent 
Dr. Christine Oldham for 
retirement purposes, effective 
June 30.

Oldham has served as the 
district’s superintendent for 13 

years, arriving just ahead of the 
consolidation of the district’s 
schools and closure of the 
former Laurel Valley Middle/
High School building.

Oldham began her career 
as an elementary teacher in 
Delaware before becoming 
an assistant principal in 
the Greater Johnstown 
School District, elementary 
principal and administrator in 
Conemaugh Township School 
District and superintendent 
of Ferndale School District 

prior to her arrival at Ligonier 
Valley.

“If you looked at a list of 
characteristics of an effective 
superintendent, Chris has 
many of them,” school 
board president John “Jack” 
McDowell said of Oldham. 
“... She’s just all in leading the 
way. She’s a forward thinker, 
a future thinker, she’s always 
ahead. I can’t tell you how 
many times I’ve called her 
about things to ask her and she 
already knows it and already 

has a solution for it. She’s 
definitely a problem solver. 
Look at what she’s faced, from 
consolidation to COVID.”

McDowell also praised 
Oldham for her vision and 
ability to communicate 
complex concepts to the board 
and the public, as well as her 
work leading the district to 
implement its mass customized 
learning philosophy.

School board member 

LVSD superintendent to retire in June

BY JENNIFER SOPKO
For The Echo

While Ligonier Borough is 
preparing for more snow, its 
chamber of commerce has an 
eye on warmer weather as it 
plans upcoming spring and 
summer events.

Ligonier Borough Council 
on Feb. 11 approved several 
2021 seasonal events for the 
chamber: The Wine, Whiskey 
and Sweets Walk on May 8; 
Antiques on the Diamond on 
June 5; the Ligonier Night 
Market on the third Thursday of 
each month from June through 
September; the Summer in 
Ligonier arts and crafts show 
on July 16-17, and The Stroll 
on Aug. 13.

The chamber also asked that 
council suspend enforcement 
of Ligonier Borough’s 
ordinance prohibiting open 
containers of alcohol during 
the Wine, Whiskey and Sweets 
Walk.

Ligonier Valley Police Chief 
John Berger confirmed that 

council has the jurisdiction to 
allow open containers for such 
an event. Solicitor George 
Welty agreed with Berger that 
officials could recommend 
specific areas within the 
borough where the open 
containers would be permitted.

The chamber’s requests 
included the condition that 
the activities would follow all 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) coronavirus 
(COVID-19) guidelines in 
place at the time.

Although they gave quick 
stamps of approval for these 
popular events, council 
members had public safety and 
parking questions regarding 
the chamber’s proposed First 
Annual Cornhole Tournament 
planned for Sept. 11 from 
8 a.m. until dark (with a rain 
date of Sept. 18).

Ligonier chamber
looking toward 
summer events

BY JENNIFER SOPKO
For The Echo

Ligonier Township will devise a master 
plan for Ligonier Beach that leaves open 
the possibility — not the certainty — of 
reopening the historic swimming pool.

The onus is now on a grassroots citizens’ 
group to research the potential to renovate 
the summer oasis that has sat empty since 
Ligonier Beach closed after its 2017 season.

The Ligonier Township Board of 
Supervisors on Feb. 9 voted unanimously 
to authorize township engineering firm The 
EADS Group to work with the Ligonier 
Township Recreation Board on drafting a 
master plan for Ligonier Beach Park that 
accommodates the possibility of a pool 
among other recreational features.

The supervisors’ decision incorporates 
two recommended plans from the Ligonier 
Beach Park Development Committee. In a 
written report, the committee advised either 
developing Ligonier Beach into a township 
park without an operating swimming pool or 
developing the property with a pool under a 
public/private partnership.

“I would think that we could combine the 
two and do a plan showing that the pool is 
still possible but with the park included,” 
Chairman John Beaufort said.

The committee also voted at its final 
meeting Feb. 4 to dissolve itself and turn 
Ligonier Beach Park’s development over to 
the recreation board.

Ligonier Township has given a local 
citizens group that wants to save the 

swimming pool time to investigate if and 
how it can be done.

A coalition of six Ligonier Valley 
residents intends to evaluate the feasibility 
of refurbishing and reopening the 1.3-million 
gallon, 400-by-125-foot concrete pool that 
was a summertime staple along Route 30 
since it opened on July 4, 1925.

“Our immediate goal is to assess the 
viability of restoring the pool. That’s our 
immediate goal — that in all the discussion 
and plans, there was never an actual testing 
evaluation. Our immediate goal is to assess 
the viability and get the real actual figures 
of restoring the pool, repairs, that type of 
thing,” group member Julie Donovan said 

Township pursuing plan for Ligonier Beach
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