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BY GREG REINBOLD
Bulletin Staff Writer

Republican Leslie Baum 

Rossi, of Unity Township, 

appears to have won election 

as the next representative for 

Pennsylvania’s 59th Legislative 

District, based on unofficial 

election results from Tuesday’s 

special election.

With 37 of 41 precincts 

reporting as of 4 a.m. 

Wednesday, Rossi had earned 

8,166 votes (62.26%) in the 

May 18 special election for the 

House seat in Pennsylvania’s 

59th Legislative District left 

vacant by the death of Mike 

Reese.

R o s s i ’s  D e m o c r a t i c 

challenger, Ligonier Borough 

councilwoman Mariah Fisher, 

had 4,316 votes (32.90%) 

and Libertarian candidate 

Robb Luther, of Ligonier, had 

garnered 343 votes (2.61%), 

based on unofficial tallies. 
There had been 292 write-in 
votes cast.

T h e  5 9 t h  D i s t r i c t 
encompasses portions of 
Somerset and Westmoreland 
counties, including Cook, 
Donegal, Fairfield, Ligonier, 
Mount Pleasant and St. Clair 
townships, along with parts of 
Hempfi eld and Unity townships 
and Bolivar, Donegal, Laurel 
Mountain, Ligonier, New 
Florence and Seward boroughs.

Reese died Jan. 2 of an 
apparent brain aneurysm. He 
was elected for a seventh-
term in the state House of 
Representatives, running 
unopposed as a Republican in 
the November 2020 election.

BY MARC LEVY
Associated Press

HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — Pennsylvania 
voters are backing a proposal to amend the state 
constitution to outlaw discrimination based on 
race and ethnicity, a question added to Tuesday’s 
primary ballot amid worries over whether federal 
judges appointed by former President Donald 
Trump will roll back civil rights protections.

The proposal had about 70% of the vote 
in support of it, with about 45% of precincts 
reporting.

The question is believed to be the fi rst time 
since last summer’s protests over the police killing 
of George Floyd in Minneapolis that voters in 
any state have decided a racial equity issue on a 
statewide ballot.

Constitutional law professors say it will have 

little practical effect because courts already 
consider such discrimination to violate both the 
state and federal constitutions.

But state Sen. Vince Hughes, a Democrat in 
Philadelphia, said he sponsored the measure in case 
federal anti-discrimination case law is undercut by 
the Republican-majority U.S. Supreme Court or 
federal judges appointed by Trump.

It will become the state constitution’s fourth 

equality provision, added to “all men are born 

equally free and independent,” a protection from 

discrimination in exercising civil rights, and a 

1971 amendment that ensures gender equality.

Meanwhile, two separate questions seek to limit 

a governor’s emergency disaster declarations and 

put more power in the hands of lawmakers.

BY ZACH D’AMICO
Bulletin Staff Writer

All three incumbents and 
two challengers appear to have 
secured nominations for four 
seats on the Greater Latrobe 
School Board.

The fi eld of candidates — who 
all cross-fi led and are seeking 
four-year terms — has narrowed 
from seven to five based on 
unoffi cial results from Tuesday’s 
primary election.

Heidi Kozar, a 16-year school 
director, received 1,814 votes 
(21.03%) to lead the Democratic 
ticket. She also garnered a 
second-most 1,854 votes 
(16.27%) on the Republican 
ballot.

Kozar is a member of both 
the finance and curriculum 
committees.

Newcomer Andrew Repko 
garnered 1,947 votes (17.09%), 
the most of any Republican 
candidate. He also took home 
1,260 votes (14.61%) on the 
Democratic ticket — fourth-
most.

Current school director Cathy 
Sarraf received 1,630 votes 

(18.90%) on the Democratic 
ticket, second-most, followed by 
challenger Merle D. Musick in 
third with 1,323 votes or 15.34%.

Sarraf received 1,370 (12.02%) 
votes on the Republican ballot, 
while Musick garnered a third-
most 1,820 votes or 15.97%.

Sarraf has served on the school 
board since January 2020, when 
she was appointed to fill the 
unexpired term of board member 
Mike O’Barto, who resigned 
after being elected as Unity 

Township supervisor.
Incumbent Bill Palmer, a 12-

year school director, received 
1,740 votes (15.27%) for the 
fourth and final Republican 
nomination. He also took home 
1,212 votes (14.05%) on the 
Democratic ballot.

Challenger Ryan Scarton took 
home 690 votes (8.00%) on the 
Democratic ballot and 1,356 
(11.90%) on the Republican 
ticket. Another challenger, Tom 
Gockel, garnered 653 votes 

(7.57%) on the Democratic 
ballot and 1,250 votes (10.97) 
on the Republican ticket.

Kozar, Repko, Sarraf, Musick 
and Palmer will square off during 
the Nov. 2 election for the four 
school board seats.

There were 44 write-in votes 
on the Democratic ticket and 57 
on the Republican ballot.

All 20 precincts reported, 
while mail-in votes are still being 
uploaded and counted, which 
will take several days.

BY ZACH D’AMICO
Bulletin Staff Writer

Three four-year Latrobe City 

Council seats are up for grabs 

as one current council member 

secured a nomination during 

Tuesday’s primary election.

Jim Kelley, who was elected 

to council in 2017, received 

609 votes (83.09%) as the 

lone Democratic candidate, 

according to unoffi cial election 
results. Bridget DiVittis and 

Ann M. Amatucci ran as write-

in candidates — so their vote 

tallies were not available as of 

press time.

There were also 126 write-

in votes (16.91%) cast on the 

Democratic ticket and 203 on 

the Republican ballot, which 

featured no candidates.

All six precincts have reported 

as of press time, while mail in 

votes continue to be counted.

Kelley practiced law in Latrobe 

from 1977 until his retirement in 

2016. He previously said he is 

proud of his 42 years of service 

as assistant city solicitor, solicitor 

and member of council. He said 

he is especially privileged to 

have been a part of the city’s 

growth and development for 

more than four decades.

Current council members 

Gerald Baldonieri and Christine 

Weller have four-year terms 

which are expiring this year.

In January, Weller indicated 

that she planned on seeking re-

election, but she did not submit 

a campaign announcement to the 

Bulletin and her name did not 

appear on either the Democratic 

or Republican ballots.

BY ZACH D’AMICO
Bulletin Staff Writer

A long t ime  Uni ty 
Township supervisor earned 
the Republican nomination 
during Tuesday’s primary 
election.

Republican John Mylant, 
incumbent and 12-year 
supervisor, took home 1,929 
votes (64.19%), according to 
unoffi cial election results.

His vote-count nearly 
doubled challenger Doug 
Murphy, who received 
1,071 votes (35.64%) on the 
Republican ticket.

There were no candidates 
featured on the Democratic 
ballot, which included 649 
write-in votes cast. As mail-
in votes will take several 
days to upload and count, 
it is not immediately clear 
whether Mylant will face a 
challenger during the Nov. 2 
election.

All 13 precincts have 
reported as of press time.

Mylant supports holding 

the line on taxes, creating 
recreation opportunities for 
residents and continuing 
support for the township’s 
local fi re departments.

In another township race, 
Mark Burkardt (2,907 
votes, 99.62%) secured 
the Republican nod for re-
election as tax collector.

Photo by Zach D’Amico

Voters make their way to Latrobe’s Third Ward polling location during Tuesday’s primary 
election at Adams Memorial Library along Chestnut Street. Westmoreland County’s 
turnout for the election at the polls was low, listed at 30.67% (75,512 ballots cast out of 
246,241 registered voters) with 288 of 307 precents reporting as of press time, according 
to the county results website. Mail-in ballots will take several days to tally, so a complete 
picture of voter turnout and fi nal, offi cial results of the election are not available yet. 
For unoffi cial results tallied so far, see Pages A6-A7 of today’s edition.

Low turnout for primaryRossi apparent special 
election winner in

59th Legislative District

LESLIE ROSSI

Latrobe’s 3 council seats up
for grabs; Kelley secures nod

JIM KELLEY ANN AMATUCCI BRIDGET DiVITTIS

BY ZACH D’AMICO
Bulletin Staff Writer

Latrobe’s mayoral race 
is now set with Republican 
Eric Bartels and Democrat 
Sandra McCune winning 
uncontested nominations 
during Tuesday’s primary 
election.

Bartels, a current five-
year council member, drew 
635 votes (97.69%) on the 
Republican ticket, which 
included 15 write-in votes, 
based on unoffi cial primary 
election results.

McCune received 596 
votes (93.42%) on the 
Democratic ticket, with 42 
write-in ballots cast.

All six precincts have 
reported, while mail-in votes 
are still being counted.

Bartels also currently serves 

as the city’s deputy mayor. 
During his time so far on 
council, Bartels has served on 
the public works and student 
showcase committees.

Bartels, McCune win 
noms in Latrobe’s 

mayoral race

ERIC BARTELS

Greater Latrobe school board race 
narrows from 7 candidates to 5

HEIDI KOZAR CATHY SARRAF BILL PALMER

Voters back bid to ban race discrimination in constitution

Mylant secures
GOP nod in Unity 

supervisor race

JOHN MYLANT
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