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BY ZACH D’AMICO
Bulletin Staff Writer

Property owners in Greater Latrobe School District will see a 
1-mill increase in real estate taxes as the school board on Tuesday 
approved a fi nal operating budget for the 2021-22 school year.

The fi nal budget includes $57,752,938 in expenditures for the 
district in upcoming school year and revenues of $57,407,938.

Last week, GLSD Business Administrator Dan Watson presented 
to the school board a proposed fi nal budget with no signifi cant 
changes from the preliminary budget approved for public display 
last month.

The proposed fi nal budget calls for the millage rate to increase 
from 84 to 85 mills for the 2021-22 school year to help offset 
a shortfall of $345,000 between revenues and expenditures. A 
1-mill increase in the property tax rate would raise the average 
homeowner’s tax bill by $27 per year, according to Watson.

It has now been fi ve consecutive years that Greater Latrobe 
levied a millage rate increase in the district.

Last year, the school board approved a $57,085,874 budget that 
included a 1.75-mill tax increase, bringing the real estate tax rate 
in the district to 84 mills.

The 2019-20 budget adoption included a 1-mill tax increase, 
and the millage rate increased by a half mill the prior year. There 
was a 1.75-mill tax increase in the 2017-18 budget a year after the 
district held the line on taxes for the 2016-17 budget.

Last week, Watson said GLSD’s millage rate of 84 ranked 
the district fourth-lowest among the 17 public school districts in 
Westmoreland County. He added that contributions to the Public 
School Employees’ Retirement System (PSERS) pension fund 
could have called for a much higher tax increase, but the district 
cut in one areas to keep the increase at one mill.

While overall revenue for the 2021-22 budget is expected to 
increase by $322,065 (0.56%) compared to 2020-21, according to 
Watson, the increase will be outpaced by rising expenses.

BY ZACH D’AMICO
Bulletin Staff Writer

Jessica Pellegrino was a top candidate when the Greater Latrobe 
School Board hired a new principal at the district’s Mountain View 
Elementary School last year.

While the board ultimately chose Lindsay Scarpo for the job, 
Pellegrino remained on staff as a social studies teacher at Greater 
Latrobe Senior High School.

On Tuesday, the board accepted Scarpo’s resignation and 
assigned Chad Krehlik, assistant senior high principal, as her 
replacement. The board also moved to appoint Pellegrino as 
Krehlik’s replacement. Pellegrino will earn a salary of $80,000.

All moves are effective July 1.
“Mrs. Pellegrino actually went through the interview process 

when we hired Mrs. Scarpo and came out extremely highly 
ranked,” said said Superintendent Georgia Teppert. “But at that 
point in time … we (felt) with her not having any administrative 

experience to run a building on her own would be tough.”
Now, Pellegrino will step into a role as assistant senior high 

principal.
“I just wanted to thank everybody for this opportunity,” she said. 

“I’m really looking forward to serving our students, parents and 
teachers at the high school in a greater capacity.”

Scarpo, a Hempfi eld Area High School graduate, was hired last 
week as principal of the district’s West Point Elementary School. 
Krehlik, her replacement at Mountain View Elementary School, 
will maintain his current salary.

“We’re very excited to have Mr. Krehlik at the elementary school 
at Mountain View,” Teppert said.

“Mr. Krehlik has been with us for 15 years now. He actually was 
one of my assistants when I was high school principal. I know he 
will do a fabulous job.”

BY MARK SCOLFORO
Associated Press

HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — Republicans on 
a legislative committee Tuesday pushed out a 
multifaceted proposal to revamp Pennsylvania 
election law, a bill that backers said would make 
needed improvements and standardize procedures.

Democrats were dead set against it, insisting that 
many of its purported upgrades were unworkable 
or would, in practice, make voting more diffi cult. 
The vote to advance it to the House fl oor was on 
party lines.

“Even the provisions that are supposed to 
increase access to the ballot box don’t actually 
do that,” said Rep. Margo Davidson of Delaware 
County, the ranking Democrat on the State 
Government Committee, asserting the legislation 
contained “unfunded mandates all over the place.”

She said it “presumes that every voter comes to 
commit fraud. There’s already an investigator in 
place prior to any vote being cast.”

The House’s Republican majority called a series 
of 10 committee hearings this year to consider 
changes to the state’s election law, a process 
prompted in large part by former President Donald 
Trump’s efforts to overturn his narrow loss of the 
state in November and his baseless claims the 
result was somehow because of fraud.

Rep. Seth Grove, R-York, the committee’s 
chairman, introduced the 149-page bill last week 
that would change deadlines, adopt new rules for 
early voting, alter mail-in ballot procedures and 

mandate IDs for in-person voters.
Grove said Tuesday his proposal would ensure 

security around elections and rebuild trust, along 
with modernizing procedures.

The party line votes were an ominous sign for 
supporters because whatever the GOP majority 
General Assembly passes will need support from 
Democratic Gov. Tom Wolf. Wolf’s press secretary 
has called the bill extremist and a retaliation against 
voters.

Davidson said some of the election security 
measures, including a host of post-vote reviews 
and audits, would encourage “every nut job in 
the world coming out to demand the election be 
investigated.”

“Some of the so-called audit functions that 
are outlined in this bill will create a circuslike 
atmosphere similar to Arizona,” where a troubled 
post-election review ordered by legislative 
Republicans in that state is continuing, Davidson 
said. “It makes it easier for Republicans to cheat 
and harder for voters to vote.”

The registration deadline would change from 15 
days to 30 days before to an election, and mail-in 
ballots would have to be requested 15 days before 
the vote.

Drop boxes for mail-in ballots would be limited 
to seven days before an election, and have to be 
monitored by election inspectors from the major 
political parties.

BY NICK CAMMUSO
Bulletin Staff Writer

After several months of angling from 
Westmoreland County commissioners to 
open the restaurant lease at Arnold Palmer 
Regional Airport to interested outside parties, 
the county’s airport authority is sticking with 
a familiar name.

The Westmoreland County Airport Authority 
board, via a 7-2 vote, approved a new lease 
Tuesday with DeNunzio’s Italian Chophouse, 
located on the upper floor of the Unity 
Township airport’s terminal building. Board 
members Gary Beck and Mark Gera each cast 
dissenting votes; Beck thought it “would be in 
the best interest of the taxpayers if (the lease 
was) opened up.”

Before voting on the new lease, commissioner 
Gina Cerilli Thrasher requested that the 
authority properly advertise bids and extend 

the deadline on a decision, in order to consider 
several revenue-generating suggestions 
proposed by county leaders.

Commissioner Doug Chew, who attended the 

meeting by phone, expressed disappointment 
that the authority board failed to meet with 
commissioners over the past month to discuss 
the restaurant lease.

“Government functions best when it’s 
operation is transparent to the public and I 
feel an open dialogue over the last four weeks 
would’ve gone a long way toward easing 
tensions on both sides,” he said.

“I’m also surprised by how the board 
manages the airport; the absence of established 
bidding and purchasing processes is, at best, 
alarming.”

Chew, however, praised the board for 
making what he termed “limited responses” 
to a proposed restaurant contract he viewed in 
May, including a reduction in the lease term 
and an increase in rent.

According to the authority, the approved 
lease is $7,447.50 per month ($89,730 per 
year), along with a $3,400 per month utility 
contribution and a total of $1,250 per month 
for a snack bar and use of a banquet room.

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Senate 
passed a bill Tuesday that would make 
Juneteenth, or June 19th, a federal holiday 
commemorating the end of slavery in the 
United States.

The bill would lead to Juneteenth becoming 
the 12th federal holiday. It is expected to 
easily pass the House, which would send it 
to President Joe Biden for his signature.

Juneteenth commemorates when the last 
enslaved African Americans learned they 
were free. Confederate soldiers surrendered 
in April 1865, but word didn’t reach the last 
enslaved Black people until June 19, when 
Union soldiers brought the news of freedom 
to Galveston, Texas.

HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — Gov. Tom 
Wolf on Tuesday suggested that he will veto 
a bill that would allow thousands of retailers 
with licenses to sell beer and wine to begin 
selling cans of mixed hard alcohol drinks to 
go, including convenience stores and grocery 
stores.

Wolf’s offi ce said he supports the original 
intent of the bill: to allow hotels, restaurants 
and bars to continue making mixed hard 
alcohol drinks and selling them in to-go 
containers.

Legislation signed by Wolf last year legalized 
those drinks as a way for establishments hit 
hard by COVID-19 restrictions to make extra 
money. The authority to sell the drinks ended 
Tuesday, when Wolf’s pandemic disaster 
emergency declaration formally ended.

Photo by Mike Pedicone

Mila, a 10-year-old Yorkshire terrier, was ready for 
her “walk” around Ethel Springs Lake in Derry with 
Michele Sulkosky during a break in the rain last week. 
A few years ago, dogs were not allowed on the path 
around the lake, so Michele’s husband Rob made some 
adjustments to this stroller so Mila could go with them 
on their walks. Even though dogs are now allowed 
around the path, Mila still prefers to ride. Mila has lived 
with the Sulkoskys on Traction Avenue in Derry since 
she was 6 weeks old.
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Bulletin fi le photo by Zach D’Amico
Anthony M. DeNunzio II, manager of DeNunzio’s Italian Chophouse at Arnold Palmer 
Regional Airport in Unity Township, and Amy Templeton, general manager of DeNunzio’s 
Italian restaurants, posed in March 2020 with Watson Smith, assistant chief of the 
Pleasant Unity Volunteer Fire Department; Dan Elder, patrolman with the Westmoreland 
County Park Police, and Tim Howard, a paramedic with Mutual Aid Ambulance Service, 
to promote free meals for on-duty fi rst responders that were offered at the airport 
restaurant during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. DeNunzio’s has been a staple 
at the airport since 2004, and will remain so after the Westmoreland County Airport 
Authority voted on Tuesday to approve a new lease with the restaurant.
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