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BY NICK CAMMUSO
Bulletin Staff Writer

If they pay close enough attention, spectators that take in this 
weekend’s Shop ’n Save Westmoreland County Airshow may notice 
something different about the 2021 U.S. Navy Blue Angels.

Yes, the demonstration pilots still wear eye-catching blue outfits 
and perform thrilling maneuvers, but they’ll do so this year in new 
Super Hornet jets.

The updated aircraft are more powerful and about 40% larger than 
the previous models that dated back to the 1980s.

“From the crowd’s perspective, it might look like we’re actually 
closer to them than in years past,” said Capt. William Huckeba, pilot 
of the Blue Angels’ newest C-130J “Fat Albert” plane, during pre-
airshow preparations Thursday morning at Arnold Palmer Regional 
Airport. “It’s really just due to the size.”

The Blue Angels, who are celebrating their 75th anniversary this 
year, headline Saturday and Sunday’s event at the Unity Township 
airport.

Because of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, the airshow 
has been moved to a “drive-in” format, in which 1,000 vehicles each 
day will be permitted on the field for the show. Attendees will stay 
near their vehicles in alternating rows to provide social distancing.

The U.S. Navy Blue Angels 
arrive in the Latrobe area 
on Thursday in advance 
of the 2021 Shop ’n Save 
Westmoreland County 
Airshow. See more photos 
of the Blue Angels and a 
schedule for the airshow 
on Page A3.

In the left photo, Blue 
Angels pilots and crew 
greet each other after 
landing at Arnold Palmer 
Regional Airport in Unity 
Township.
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The “Fat Albert” transport plane carries the remaining 
Blue Angels team and crew.

Photo by Zach D’Amico

Blackout Tinting on Thursday presented a $51,000 donation to the Latrobe Fourth of 
July Celebration courtesy of proceeds from a virtual gun bash held April 10. Taking 
part were Nate Cox, Bev Davis, Beth Howell, Chauncey Davis, Ann Powell, John 
Getty, Josh Poponick, Luke Crawford, Beth Straka and Emily Pasqualino.

BY ZACH D’AMICO
Bulletin Staff Writer

Latrobe’s annual Fourth of July Celebration is 
officially back.

This year’s one-day event, set for July 3, will 
feature a 5K race, inaugural car cruise, food 
vendors, music, and of course — the community’s 
popular fireworks display.

Blackout Tinting in Unity Township donated 
$51,000 towards sponsoring the fireworks display 
which is scheduled for 9:45 p.m. July 3 at Legion-
Keener Park.

“I grew up on St. Clair Street (in Latrobe),” said 
Blackout Tinting owner Josh Poponick. “Every 
Fourth of July, me and my family would walk 
down to the baseball field at Legion-Keener to 
watch the fireworks.”

He said that Fourth of July in Latrobe was one 
of his favorite days of the year growing up.

“I remember (the fireworks) being really, really 
awesome, and so that’s sort of what I wanted to 
do again,” Poponick said.

Beth Straka and Ann Powell, co-chairs of the 
Latrobe Fourth of July Celebration committee, 
took over planning the celebration in January 

2020. However, Latrobe officials canceled last 
year’s Fourth of July Celebration amid concerns 

of large gatherings.

Straka said the pandemic hampered the 

committee’s ability to hold fundraisers throughout 

the past year, but Blackout Tinting stepped up 

by helping to organize a virtual gun bash, held 

April 10, which funded its donation towards the 

fireworks display.
“Every penny we made from that gun bash went 

into the celebration,” Straka said. The donation 

also covered expenses and permits carried over 

from last year.

“Blackout Tinting has been one of the biggest 

supporters, sponsors for the fireworks,” she added. 
“Josh wanted to do the fireworks. He wanted to 
revamp them. He wanted to do whatever he could 

to give us a good fireworks display.”
When Gov. Tom Wolf in early May announced 

that COVID-19 mitigation orders expect masking 

would be lifted on Memorial Day, Straka said the 

committee hustled to organize activities following 

the latest guidelines.

BY LOUISE FRITZ
Bulletin Lifestyles Editor

Memorial Day 2021 will be observed Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday in area communities.

According to history.com, Memorial Day is an American 
holiday, observed on the last Monday of May, honoring the 
men and women who died while serving in the U.S. military. 
Memorial Day 2021 will occur on Monday, May 31.

Originally known as Decoration Day, it originated in the 
years following the 1861-1865 Civil War and became an 
official federal holiday in 1971. Many Americans observe 

Memorial Day by visiting cemeteries or memorials, holding 

family gatherings and participating in parades.

Unofficially, Memorial Day marks the beginning of the 
summer season.

On May 5, 1868, Gen. John A. Logan issued a proclamation 

calling for “Decoration Day” to be observed annually and 

nationwide; he was commander-in-chief of the Grand Army 

of the Republic (GAR), an organization of and for Union Civil 

War veterans founded in Decatur, Illinois.

The Latrobe Bulletin will be closed and there will be no paper 
published on Monday, May 31, in observance of Memorial Day. 
There also is no Parade magazine in today’s (May 28) edition 
of the paper. The office will reopen at 8 a.m. Tuesday, June 1.

BY NICK CAMMUSO
Bulletin Staff Writer

While the Latrobe Farmers Market managed to weather 

the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and still have some 

semblance of a season in 2020, organizers are looking forward 

to a more normal summer this year.

The local staple will open its new season from noon to 4 p.m. 

Tuesday, June 1, and will continue each Tuesday through Oct. 

12.

The market will be held at Legion-Keener Park, near the 

wooden playground. New and returning vendors can sign up 

online at www.latroberecreation.org and click the “Updates” tab 

to access the 2021 farmers market vendor packet, or vendors can 

register in person the day of the market.

No paper Monday, Bulletin 
closed for Memorial Day

Memorial Day observances scheduled 
Saturday, Sunday, Monday

Latrobe Farmers Market 
season begins Tuesday

Latrobe 4th of July Celebration, 
fireworks return this summer

Blackout Tinting donates $51K for fireworks

HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — Pennsylvania is lifting its mask 
mandate no later than June 28.

The Department of Health announced Thursday that it will no 
longer require unvaccinated people to wear masks in public on 
June 28 or once 70% of adults are fully vaccinated, whichever 
comes first. People are considered fully vaccinated once they are 
two weeks beyond their last required dose of COVID-19 vaccine.

According to federal data, 70% of Pennsylvania residents aged 
18 and over have already received at least one vaccine dose, with 

just over half of the adult population fully vaccinated.

“What all of this means is that Pennsylvanians are realizing 

that they have the power to stop COVID-19, and that they are 

stepping up to get vaccinated. It also means that we are on track 

to get to 70% of all adults with second doses by the end of June,” 

Acting Health Secretary Alison Beam said at a news conference 

on Thursday.

PA to lift mask mandate June 28, at latest

(See Latrobe 4th on Page A3)

(See Memorial Day on Page A3)

(See Latrobe Farmers on Page A3)(See PA to lift on Page A3)

Blue Angels
to show off new 

jets, thrilling 
moves at airshow

(See Blue Angels on Page A3)


