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BY ZACH D’AMICO
Bulletin Staff Writer

Latrobe City Council on Monday approved 
restructuring a 2016 general obligation bond, 
aiming to fund various capital projects while taking 
advantage of low interest rates.

Council authorized a maximum bond issuance of 
$5 million, but only plan on increasing the current 
$2.78 million 2016 bond by around $550,000.

City Manager Mike Gray said the bond increase 
will help pay for repairs to the downtown parking 
garage’s deteriorating concrete cantilevers, 
compactor at the transfer station, as well as 
reimbursement for the $105,300 excavator the 
city purchased in October. Gray also anticipates 
the bond increase will fund reconstructing the 
handicapped-accessible ramp and steps at the 
Courtyard Plaza. He estimated the increase will 
extend the bond’s term — which currently ends in 
2034 — by 3.5 years.

The city’s bond counsel, Lynch and Lynch, 
indicated that the bonds could carry a maximum 
interest rate of 2.5%. Gray said current interest 
rates fl uctuate between 2-3%.

“It fl uctuates year-to-year on the current one,” 
he said.

“It’s not as stable as something like this. We’re 
trying to secure something stable and lower to take 
advantage of.”

Underwriter RBC Capital Markets is now able to 
fl oat the bonds, which could be sold in mid-April. 
After the underwriter sets a closing date with an 
agreed purchase price, the actual interest rate 
would be fi nalized. The money could be available 
to the city on Aug. 1, offi cials said.

In other business, two weeks after hiring one 
police offi cer, the department is looking to add 
another one, as Sgt. Joe Angus plans on retiring at 
the end of the year.

HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — Pennsylvania has eased its 
mask mandate to allow people who are fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19 to gather with other vaccinated people without masks 
or social distancing, state health offi cials said Monday.

The new rules also apply to vaccinated people gathering with 
people from a single household who have not been vaccinated 
but who are considered at low risk of severe disease from the 
coronavirus — such as vaccinated grandparents visiting with 
healthy grandchildren.

Vaccinated people also no longer have to quarantine following 
an exposure to someone with COVID-19, as long as they do not 
develop symptoms, state health offi cials said.

Acting Secretary of Health Alison Beam revised the state’s 
existing masking order to to align with recent guidance from the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

The state said vaccinated people should continue wearing masks 
and socially distance in public, and when visiting with people in 

multiple households or with those who are at higher risk of serious 
illness from COVID-19.

All other aspects of the state’s current masking order remain 
in force.

Pennsylvania sharpened its mask mandate in November in 
response to a surge in coronavirus cases. The state required masks 
indoors wherever people from different households are gathered, 
including in private homes, though offi cials relied on voluntary 
compliance rather than on enforcement.

Pennsylvania had seen sharp decreases in cases, hospitalizations 
and deaths after a winter peak, but cases have been rising again — 
from about 2,500 a day two weeks ago to 2,900 a day as of this 
weekend. The decline in hospitalizations has stalled, state offi cials 
said.

The state is approaching 1 million confi rmed cases of the 
coronavirus, and nearly 24,800 deaths have been attributed to 
COVID-19.

BY GREG REINBOLD
Bulletin Staff Writer

Westmoreland County had 50 new coronavirus (COVID-19) cases 
and no new coronavirus-related deaths reported Monday, according 
the Pennsylvania Department of Health.

As of Monday’s update to the state health department’s COVID-19 
Dashboard, there had been 28,221 coronavirus cases reported in 
Westmoreland County since the start of the pandemic — 19,724 
confi rmed cases and 8,497 probable cases. There have been 89,810 
negative tests so far in the county, according to the state health 
department.

Since the start of 2021, there have been 8,888 new cases reported 
in Westmoreland County, an average of 109.73 per day this year.

The county added 559 new coronavirus cases over the third full 
week of March, an average of 79.85 cases per day. That daily average 
was up from 62.85 in the second week of March and 57.85 for the 
period of March 1-7. Prior to the past two weeks, average daily cases 
in the county had been steadily declining since mid-January.

There were no new coronavirus-related deaths reported in the 
county on Monday, as Westmoreland County’s total since the start 
of the pandemic remained at 698, according to the state health 
department, and the total in 2021 stayed at 275.

The Westmoreland County Coroner’s Offi ce at 11 p.m. Thursday 
updated its COVID-19 death total for the county, increasing the total 
by two, from 425 to 427.

The coroner’s total includes coronavirus deaths that occur in 

Westmoreland County, regardless of the deceased person’s county 
of residence, while the state health department’s coronavirus death 
fi gures include any person considered a resident of Westmoreland 
County, regardless of where their death occurred. The youngest 
person to die of COVID-19 in Westmoreland County was 36, 
according to the county coroner’s offi ce, and the oldest was 109.

The virus-related death rate in Westmoreland County has slowed 
since December, which was the county’s worst month of the 
pandemic with 224 deaths reported (7.2 per day) and more than 
10,000 new cases. The fi rst coronavirus deaths for Westmoreland 
County were reported April 5, according to the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health.

Statewide, coronavirus cases reached 988,435 as of Monday’s 
update to the Pennsylvania Department of Health’s COVID-19 
Dashboard. That case total includes 844,567 confi rmed cases in the 
state and 143,868 probable cases. So far, 4,058,854 people in the 
state have tested negative for coronavirus.

According to the state health department, there have been 24,789 
coronavirus-related deaths throughout the state since the start of 
the pandemic — an increase of just a single death statewide since 
Sunday’s update.

Of the state’s coronavirus deaths, 12,834 (51.77%) are associated 
with long term care facilities, which have been virus hotspots 
throughout the pandemic.

BY ZACH D’AMICO
Bulletin Staff Writer

City of Latrobe taxpayers have an extra month 
to fi le their earned income taxes without penalty.

Council during a special meeting Monday 
approved delaying the deadline from April 
15 to May 17, following suit with the federal 
Internal Revenue Service and state Department 
of Revenue’s move to extend the tax fi ling 
deadline by just over a month.

“Rather than having ours standing out here 
alone, I think it would be benefi cial to all of our 
citizens if we can extend it,” councilman Jim 
Kelley said.

The move provides more breathing room 
for taxpayers and the IRS alike to cope with 
changes brought on by the pandemic.

Council also authorized the city manager 
to modify due dates and payment methods 
for Latrobe property owners facing fi nancial 
hardship in paying the annual one-time $90 

stormwater management fee per equivalent 
residential unit (ERU).

For residents who have lost employment, 
receive a fixed income, or for industrial/
commercial property owners whose annual fee 
is more than $1,000 — City Manager Mike 
Gray said installment payments will be made 
available until the end of the year without 
penalty.

City offi cials previously said that property 
owners must be in good standing with the city 
to qualify for the hardship criteria. The city is 
also offering a credit system that will allow 
property owners to make certain changes to 
their properties to reduce the amount of runoff 
or pollution they contribute to Latrobe’s storm 
sewer system — resulting in a lower annual fee.

For more information on the credit system, 
visit cityoflatrobe.com or stop by the city 
municipal building during business hours from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays.

Dave Tetkoski of Ligonier 
tries the Chicken Poblano 
and White Bean soup 
served by Stephanie 
Hernandez of El Vaquero 
Mexicano restaurant 
at the Ligonier Valley 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
11th annual  Soup’s 
On! event on Saturday. 
Sixteen restaurants and 
organizations competed 
to be “The Best Soup in 
Ligonier.” Foggy Mountain 
Lodge and Restaurant won 
the honor with its Duck 
Dumpling soup. Second 
place went to Carol and 
Dave’s Roadhouse for its 
San Marzano Tomato soup. 
The Lemon Artichoke soup 
from Green Gables won 
third place. In the right 
photo, Sharon Detar of 
Connections Café stirs 
her crockpot of Spicy 
Corn Chowder served at 
the event.
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Come and get it . . . Soup’s On! Latrobe approves bond 
issuance, restructuring

to fi nance capital projects
City looks to hire another police offi cer,

promote new sergeant

Latrobe tax fi ling deadline 
extended until May 17

BY NICK CAMMUSO
Bulletin Staff Writer

Individuals planning to attend the 2021 Westmoreland County 
Airshow can now reserve tickets at area Shop ‘n Save locations.

Because of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, plans are 
in place to hold a drive-in airshow Memorial Day weekend, May 
29-30, at Arnold Palmer Regional Airport in Unity Township.

According to a news release, ticket buyers must choose which 
day of the airshow they will attend. Car passes are $100 per 
vehicle, with up to eight occupants, with an additional charge for 
oversized vehicles. Oversized vehicles can be accommodated at 
a nominal extra charge.

Attendees do not have to remain inside their vehicles, per the 
news release, but they need to remain with their vehicles. Vendors 
and exhibitors will be on site within walking distance to guests’ 
vehicles.

The drive-in event will follow social distancing recommendations 
from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC), as airshow 
attendees will park and remain with their vehicles on the airport’s 
former secondary runway, which parallels Route 981.

For more details, visit the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
section of the airport website at www.palmerairport.com.

This year’s airshow will feature the U.S. Navy Blue Angels, 
who are celebrating their 75th anniversary in 2021 and fl ying 
their fi rst local performance in the team’s new Super Hornet F-18 
planes. They’ll be given an assist at the event from the Navy Seals 
Leap Frogs parachute team, which will skydive from the Blue 
Angels’ “Fat Albert” C-130 cargo aircraft.

The news release added that the airshow lineup will also include 
a F-22 Raptor demonstration team, along with a P-51 Mustang 
World War II-era fi ghter plane fl own by Scott Yoak, a debut 
local performance by Skip Stewart in a Pitts Special, returning 
aerobatic performers Rob Holland and Greg Koontz, “along with 
a few other surprises.”

Pennsylvania eases statewide mask 
mandate for vaccinated people

Airshow tickets
can be reserved at 

Shop ‘n Save stores

State police cordoned off a section of the parking lot at Greengate 
Centre Plaza in Hempfi eld Township on Monday after receiving a 
report around noon of a suspicious package left in a shopping cart.

“A concerned citizen called in a suspicious bag resembling 
luggage in a shopping cart in the parking lot,” according to an 
update issued by the Twitter account for Pennsylvania State Police 
Troop A Public Information Offi cers Steve Limani and Cliff 
Greenfi eld. “We blocked off the area and had PSP fi eld expert 
examine the bag to determine it was empty.”

Suspicious package prompts police 
response at shopping center

Westmoreland County coronavirus 
case total increases by 50 Monday

(See Latrobe on Page A3)

(See Westmoreland on Page A3)


