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BY NICK CAMMUSO
Bulletin Staff Writer

Unity Township native Jayden 
Moffa has used the state pageant 
circuit to open doors and tell her 
inspiring personal story.

Moffa, 23, a recent college 
graduate, shined at last month’s 
2021 Miss Pennsylvania 
pageant at The Appell Center 
for Performing Arts in York. 
Moffa, the Miss Southwestern 
Pennsylvania 2020-21, was 
named fourth runner-up at the 
state pageant and won a $1,250 
scholarship.

Moffa, a Greater Latrobe 
Senior High School alumna, has 
competed in pageants for about 
six years. During that span, she 
has captured several local titles 
and has placed in the top 10 in 
the Miss Pennsylvania pageant 
three times.

“I’ve been able to reach new 
people and to meet people,” she 
said, adding that she has met 
state and county lawmakers 
through her pageant work.

Aside from the notoriety that 
comes with being a pageant 
contestant, her participation 
has earned Moffa college 
scholarship money, which was 
used to help fund her education 
at Westmoreland County 
Community College (WCCC).

Moffa, who recently graduated 
from WCCC with a degree 
in social work, is currently 
employed as a vision therapist 
at Willowbrook Eye Care in 
Hempfi eld Township.

She noted that her work as 
a vision therapist allows her to 
give back to patients, as Moffa 
was once herself a patient 
dealing with the after-affects of a 
concussion while in high school.

In 2014, when Moffa was a 
student at Greater Latrobe, she 
was struck in the chin with a 
soccer ball during gym class, 
but was initially told to get some 
rest. Two months later, she said 
she began having migraines, and 
six months after the incident, she 
started having vision problems.

Eventually, an eye doctor 
referred Moffa to a specialist, 
who diagnosed her with a 
learning disability called ocular 
motor dysfunction disability 
— with leads to issues with 
sentences — and began vision 
therapy.

It took 14 months after the 
soccer hit for Moffa to fi nally 
be diagnosed with concussion.

“Concussions are an invisible 
illness,” he said. “I looked 

perfectly normal but on the 
inside I was struggling.”

After the decision was made 
to attend college closer to home, 
Moffa eventually found her way 
at WCCC. She made the dean’s 
list at the college and her social 
work classes helped prepare 
Moffa for her current work with 
concussion patients. Things 
were made easier at school by 
using a planner to organize her 
daily schedule.

“I work with people who are 
trying to build their life back, 
and it’s very rewarding,” she 
said.

Aside from her rewarding 
work experience to date, 

her concussion outreach 
extends even further. She is a 
representative for the statewide 
program Brain S.T.E.P.S and 
last year, joined Dr. James N. 
Masterson, D.O., a specialist in 
sports medicine and concussion 
management, and three patients 
to create the Westmoreland 
County Concussion Awareness 
Group. Dr. Masterson has treated 
patients with mild-traumatic 
brain injuries for more than 30 
years.

According to the group’s 
website, it aims to take “action 
from evidence suggesting that 
more than 50% of concussions 
are unreported due to the lack 
of knowledge and cultural 
insensitivity. In many cases, this 
translates to lack of care for those 
experiencing a concussion.” The 
group also (aims) “to improve 
recognition and acceptance of 
this injury, reducing short and 
long term consequences for 
those affected, while facilitating 
understanding and compassion.”

As for her pageant future, 
Moffa — the daughter of 
Phillene and Denny Moffa of 
Latrobe — said he doesn’t plan 
to compete again next year, as 
she is planning for her wedding.

“It’s opened many doors for 
me,” she said of her pageant 
experience.

BY AMY FAUTH
Bulletin Staff Writer

Like most municipal boards during the 
pandemic, the Latrobe Municipal Authority 
was relegated to holding public meetings 
via Zoom and other video-based platforms. 
However, a revamped law that takes effect 
at the end of August will place additional 
requirements on that authority.

Lee R. Demosky, authority solicitor, gave 
board members an overview of the revised 
Sunshine law or Open Records law on 
Tuesday at the board’s regular meeting.

The most notable revision is a requirement 
to publish a “detailed” agenda at least 24 
hours before the public meeting explaining 
issues expected to be deliberated, even if a 
vote is not held.

The new revised law was signed by 
Gov. Tom Wolf on June 30 and becomes 
effective Aug. 29.

The new requirement, according to 
Demosky, includes any meeting where 
deliberation may occur, including 
committee meetings, but does not extend 
to executive sessions or conferences, which 

are not required to be open meetings under 
the Sunshine Act.

In addition to the law requiring the 
agenda be published 24 hours in advance, 
the revised law requires the detailed agenda 
be posted at the meeting location and the 
authority’s main offi ce and provide copies 
to anyone in attendance of the public 
meeting.

There are exceptions to the law, added 
Demosky.

BY AMY FAUTH
Bulletin Staff Writer

Two prominent city leaders involved in an ongoing dispute 
with the local fi re department and its chief were arrested 
Tuesday by Westmoreland County detectives for allegedly 
using department funds to pay for a federal lawsuit.

Councilman Robert S. Forish, 58, and former fi refi ghter 
Fabian Giovannagelo, 65, were arraigned on charges of theft, 
theft by deception and misapplication of entrusted property 
in 2020. According to court documents, the men are accused 
of using fi re department funds to pay for a federal lawsuit 
fi led against the fi re company, Chief John Brasile, President 
Charles McDowell Jr., Latrobe Mayor Rosie Wolford and the 
city.

In documents fi led by Detective Randy Gardner, it is alleged 
Giovannagelo co-signed checks totaling $21,000 for payment 
of legal fees related to the lawsuit.

Giovannagelo and other members of the Goodwill Hose 
Company 1 from the city fi re department were expelled 
by Brasile on May 29, 2020. Those expelled members 
included Christopher Blessing, Nico Giovannagelo, Cody, 
Giovannagelo and Ryan Jones — all are plaintiffs in the 
federal lawsuit fi led on Aug. 14.

The plaintiffs maintain that Brasile, McDowell and the city 
conspired to unlawfully expel them for exercising their First 
Amendment right to criticize Brasile.
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Charity Peterman, an upcoming sophomore at Derry Area High School, is seeking 
names for these baby goats born at the fair on July 13. She said that some suggested 
names include Lilo and Stich, Oreo and Marshmallow, Salt and Pepper, and Cookies 
and Cream. Peterman also was chosen as the Derry Ag Fair attendant. Her parents 
are Stephen Peterman and Melanie and Buddy Ribblet. In the lower photo, Claire 
Thompson of Virginia Beach, Virginia, and her cousin Ainsley Baird of Robinson, 
Indiana County, enjoy a ride on the merry mixer. Ainsley will enter sixth grade at 
United Elementary School in Armagh this fall.

What’s in a name? Greater Latrobe graduate
shines at pageant,

tells her inspiring story

JAYDEN MOFFA
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Unity Township native and Greater Latrobe Senior High 
School graduate Jayden Moffa was named fourth runner-
up at the recent 2021 Miss Pennsylvania pageant.

Sunshine Act revisions discussed 
by Latrobe Municipal Authority

BY JENNIFER SOPKO
For The Bulletin

A Ligonier Township couple seeks to 
create a summertime oasis for their family 
by adding an above-ground swimming 
pool and deck at their home.

However, the pool will not meet the 
minimum setback requirements for an 
accessory structure in the township’s 
agricultural district because of the 

property’s odd footprint and small size.
Cody Krenzke and Shannon Deemer 

on Tuesday appealed for a dimensional 
variance from the Ligonier Township 
Zoning Hearing Board, which 
unanimously voted to approve their 
request.

The proposed 30-foot-diameter 
swimming pool and adjacent deck at the 
Nature Run property, which measures 

only 14,388 square feet, falls short of the 

required 20-foot side yard setback for 

an accessory structure in the agricultural 

zoning district.

The minimum lot size for a single-

family home in that district is 65,000 

square feet, according to Ligonier 

Township’s zoning ordinance.

Ligonier Township zoning board 
grants swimming pool variance

City councilman, 
former fi refi ghter 

arrested in Latrobe
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