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BY GREG REINBOLD
Bulletin Staff Writer

Westmoreland County set another single-day 
high in new coronavirus (COVID-19) cases for 
a second straight day Thursday with 259 as the 
pandemic continues to surge locally.

With Wednesday’s update, the county’s 
coronavirus case total has climbed by 1,270 
over a seven-day span from Nov. 13-19 and 
the county’s average daily new cases during 
that span was 181.

The level of community transmission of 
COVID-19 factors in the incidence rate — the 
number of positive cases per 100,000 people 
over a seven-day span — and the positivity rate 
among those tested.

Westmoreland County had remained in the 

“moderate” level of community transmission 
since before the start of the 2020-21 school 
year, but for three weeks had fallen into the 
“substantial” category after weeks of surging 
coronavirus case totals. In order to fall into the 
“low” level of community transmission, the 
incidence rate over a seven-day stretch must 
be fewer than 10 residents per 100,000 and the 
positivity rate must be less than 5%.

According to the Pennsylvania Department of 
Health, Westmoreland County’s incidence rate 
for the seven-day period of Oct. 30 through Nov. 
5 was just below the “substantial” threshold at 
99.8 per 100,000 and the transmission rate fell 
to 6.7%.

BY GREG REINBOLD
Bulletin Staff Writer

Latrobe’s annual Thanksgiving Day pre-feast 
calorie burning custom, the Turkey Trot, is still 
on even as coronavirus (COVID-19) case totals 
in Westmoreland County have seen record highs 
in recent days.

During Thursday’s Latrobe-GLSD Parks & 
Recreation Commission meeting, director Craig 
Shevchik said he’s hopeful a fi eld of 500 will 
turn out for the annual Thanksgiving Day staple.

As of Thursday’s meeting, 489 runners and 
walkers had registered for the race, which is set 
to continue in its 26th year as an in-person event 
set for Nov. 26 at Latrobe Memorial Stadium. 
Shevchik said most years, the event draws 950 to 
1,100 runners and walkers. A virtual race option 
is also available for those who can’t attend or 
choose to stay away from the in-person race over 

coronavirus concerns.
Race-day participants will be split into “pods” 

of 100 runners as the race features staggered 
start times to help comply with social distancing 
recommendations, Shevchik said. Racers will be 
required to wear masks in the starting area.

Registration can be done online at the Latrobe-
GLSD Parks & Recreation website at www.
latroberecreation.org or at the organization’s 
offi ce, located on the second fl oor of the Latrobe 
Municipal Building, 901 Jefferson St., Latrobe.

“It’s our biggest fundraiser,” Shevchik said of 
the event. “There’s no doubt about it.”

In addition to staggered start times and mask 
requirements, Shevchik said race participants 
looking to hydrate during and after the race will 
be able to choose from water in cups or sealed 
plastic bottles of water donated by Walmart.

BY NICK CAMMUSO
Bulletin Staff Writer

Latrobe-GLSD Parks & 
Recreation Director Craig 
Shevchik doesn’t describe 
recent upgrades at Legion-
Keener Park as your typical 
improvement project.

“Really, it’s a revitalization of 
Legion-Keener Park,” he said.

Efforts to give the downtown 
park new life began several years 
ago when Latrobe-GLSD was 
awarded grant funding through 
the Pennsylvania Department 
of Conservation and Natural 
Resources (DCNR), and has 
continued in the past year 

with strong support from the 
McFeely-Rogers Foundation 
and Lester Sutton.

The Legion-Keener Park 
facelift, along with major 
improvements at First Ward 
Playground, were the result of a 
$186,000 grant from the DCNR. 
Latrobe-GLSD was required to 
put up a match for the grant — 
bringing the total amount of the 

investment to nearly $380,000 
— with the funds for the match 
set to come from the remainder 
of a pool of $200,000 awarded 
to the organization by the City 
of Latrobe from the sale of the 
Old Athletic Field property on 
Lincoln Avenue.

The organization said 
previously that the grant-funded 
work at the parks included 
resurfacing tennis courts, 
refurbishing sand volleyball 
courts, paving the parking lot 
and redoing sections of the 
exercise path.BY RITA GIESEY

For The Bulletin

The Ligonier Valley Library Board of 
Trustees will honor retired library director 
Janet Hudson with a virtual unveiling of 
her portrait in recognition of her 44 years of 
dedication to the library at 5 p.m. Monday, 
Nov. 23, on Facebook Live.

“With the announcement of Janet’s 
retirement, the board began looking for a 
way to adequately honor the lifetime of 
commitment, dedication and love she has 
given to our library and our community,” 
board secretary Stacey Strecker said. “We 
could think of no better way than to make 

Janet a permanent part of the library by 
placing a portrait of her by the entrance to 
the Diamond Room.”

Robert Daley of the South Hills Art Center 
in Pittsburgh was commissioned to paint the 
portrait using a photograph of Hudson taken 
by staff member Kathy Giesey at a Novel Art 
event.

Strecker and board member Zlata Ryan 
explained why the board wanted Hudson to 
be a permanent visible part of the library in 
recognition of her work to help create a library 
atmosphere for present and future generations 
of patrons to enjoy.

Westmoreland sees another
single-day high in new 

coronavirus cases Thursday

Ligonier Valley High 
School junior M.J. Knupp 
and Ligonier Valley Middle 
School eighth-grader 
Marnie Golden, part of 
a group of volunteers 
from the Ligonier Valley 
School District, place 
o rnaments  on  the 
bandstand Christmas 
tree on Thursday night to 
help decorate the Ligonier 
Diamond for the holiday 
season.

In the right photo, Ligonier 
Valley High School senior 
Jonathan Rankin adjusts 
one of the many ribbons 
placed on the lampposts 
around the Ligonier 
Diamond.
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In the lower photo, Ligonier 
Valley Middle School 
eighth-graders Kya Hegan 
and Morgan Smith put 
some finishing touches 
on the Gingerbread House 
display on the Ligonier 
Diamond.

Shine bright like a diamond

Ligonier Valley Library to unveil 
portrait of retired director

Strong showing still anticipated 
for annual Latrobe Turkey Trot

Grant funding, donations help 
bring new life to Legion-Keener

Improvements to the First Ward Playground in Latrobe within the past year was made 
possible through grant funding from the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources (DCNR). The grant money was also used for numerous 
upgrades throughout Legion-Keener Park.

Improvements 
also made

to First Ward 
playground

Grant funding also led to 
sealcoating and lining of 
the First Ward basketball 
courts and renovations to 
the First Ward baseball/
softball fi eld.
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