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BY AMY FAUTH
Bulletin Staff Writer

The Greater Latrobe School District will 
continue to adhere to the state Department of 
Health order that students wear masks in school.

The meeting, which lasted nearly three 
hours, began with district solicitor Ned Nakles 
explaining that because this was an order from 
the Department of Health, the district is left with 
little options.

Nakles said not only did he review the order, 
but the laws that the department has cited that 
gave them the authority to make the order. He 
said as of right now, his recommendation has to 
be for the school board to follow the order.

“As your solicitor tonight, I have to advise you 
that there is an order that I cannot call a invalid 
order. I believe it’s a valid order as we sit here 
today,” Nakles said to the board.

He recommended that for the time being, the 
board follow the order and continue to mandate 
masks be worn in school.

However, Nakles‘ explanations for his 
recommendation had little effect convincing the 
audience, mostly made up of parents who believe 
masks should be optional and a parent decision. 
Approximately a dozen of those parents, and 
at least one student, spoke out at the meeting 
passionately asking the board to “fi ght for their 
kids,” as one parent put it.

During the fi rst public comment portion of the 
meeting, the comments by parents were heated, 
with school board members and parents speaking 
over each other and arguing back and forth.

One parent, Holly King, even went as far as 
saying forcing children to wear masks was in her 
mind, “abuse.”

“As superintendent and assistant superintendent 
and all the members of the school board, you 
may not agree with one another or us the parents, 
but you all need to do what you were hired to 
do and elected to do and that is what’s best for 
our children,” she said. “You work for us, the 
taxpayers of the Greater Latrobe School District.”

Much of the parents’ ire seemed directed at one 
school board member in particular, Dr. Michael 
Zorch, who they believe was not paying attention 
during their comments — not just at this meeting, 
but at previous meetings — something they 
viewed as disrespectful.

“We were asked to show you respect at the 
fi rst meeting we spoke at ... your unprofessional, 
childish behavior sitting up there with your 
arms crossed not even giving attention ... I’m 
embarrassed for you,” said Karla Wing.

Another parent asked school board members 
not to live in fear and to make a stand for their 
children, who they added are only learning to 
conform through the mask mandate.

BY NICK CAMMUSO
Bulletin Staff Writer

Several Derry Township residents again Tuesday 
complained of noise levels coming from an outdoor 
“family entertainment park” near New Derry that 
features live music and food trucks on Friday and 
Saturday nights.

Gary and Johanna Sheppard and Gary Gruska 
testified during a public hearing before the 
township supervisors that performances at The 
501, a new venue just off Pittsburgh Street near 
Longview Trailer Park, has negatively impacted 
their quality of life.

But after about an hour of testimony at 
Tuesday’s hearing — which was only attended 
by three affected residents and venue’s owner — 
supervisors voted to withdraw a previously issued 
ordinance violation related to the high noise levels.

Township solicitor Sam Dalfonso said the 
vote to withdraw the violation, done after a brief 
executive session, was largely made because The 
501’s live music season is winding down and 
potential noise concerns won’t be a constant in the 
coming months. Owner Rachele Morelli said only 
one more live music event is slated to be held Oct. 
3, with the event to conclude at 8 p.m.

When asked by a resident about similar noise 
concerns potentially popping up again next year, 
Dalfonso said they would be investigated at that 
time.

The 501 held its grand opening June 4, Morelli 
said, and its operating hours are 5 to 11 p.m. each 
Friday and Saturday, weather-permitting. The 
open-air space features live music, food and craft 
vendors, fi re pits and outdoor games, according to 
its Facebook page.

“It’s basically for families to come out and be 
outside and enjoy the evening together,” Morelli 
said previously. “... This is a place where adults can 
come, sit at a fi re pit and listen to music and their 
kids are right there playing games and running 
around the park. You can’t even believe how many 
kids are up there dancing when the music is going 
on. It’s just something for the whole family to be 
able to enjoy together.”

Those attending The 501 can bring their own 
beer or wine, but liquor is prohibited, she said, and 
visitors are asked to patronize the venue’s vendors 
rather than bringing soft drinks or bottled water 
with them.

BY MARYANN GOGNIAT 
EIDEMILLER

For The Bulletin

The Pug Fest is back.
After being canceled last 

year because of COVID-19, the 
annual fundraiser for two pug 
rescues will be held Saturday, 
Sept. 25, at the Kingston 
Veterans and Sportsman’s Club 
in Derry Township.

Around 1,000 people and 
more than 700 dogs attended 
in 2019, and the good news is 
that you don’t have to have a 
pug to attend. Pug wannabes 
are welcome, and so are guests 
who don’t even bring a dog.

“It’s fun for everybody,” said 
Patti Levay, the founder of 
Guardian Angels Pug Rescue 
(GAPR) on Derbytown Road 
in Derry Township.

The event will benefit her 
nonprofi t and also SW PA Pugs 
With Special Needs, a nonprofi t 
run by Lisa Ward of Donora.

“This is my biggest fundraiser 
and the only fundraiser that 
I have that’s not online,” 
Levay said. “So it’s extremely 
important.”

The event will be held from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and opens 
with a welcome and prayer. 
Games begin at 11:30. That 
includes the popular pug race 
and the costume contests 
that have dogs all dressed 
up and competing for prizes. 
Costumes are optional, but for 
many guests, that’s one of the 
highlights of the festival.

“We look for originality and 
creativity,” Levay said. “That’s 
fi ne if people dress up, too, but 
we don’t look at them. We look 
at the dogs and we are judging 
them.”

There will be dog-oriented 
craft vendors, bake sale and 
food vendors and guests can 
bring their own picnic lunches. 
There are more than 100 
raffl e baskets, and a prize will 
be awarded for the heaviest 
donation to Pennies For Pugs.

HERSHEY, Pa. (AP) — Pennsylvania’s 
network of vaccine providers is ready to deliver 
booster shots of the coronavirus vaccine as soon 
as federal authorities sign off, the state’s top 
health offi cial said Tuesday.

More than 2,000 providers have COVID-19 
vaccine inventory and will be able to administer 
the extra doses to people who are eligible, while 
continuing to offer initial vaccinations against 
the coronavirus, according to the state Health 
Department.

“Vaccine providers are well prepared to start 
administering booster shoots as soon as the 

CDC gives fi nal approval and issues guidance 
later this week,” Alison Beam, the acting 

health secretary, said Tuesday at a pharmacy in 

Hershey.

A panel of outside experts who advise the Food 

and Drug Administration has recommended 

extra Pfi zer vaccine doses for people aged 65 
or older and those who are at heightened risk 

from COVID-19.

The FDA still has to weigh in, as does the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

LONDON (AP) — Johnson & Johnson 
said Tuesday that a booster of its one-shot 
coronavirus vaccine provides a stronger 
immune response months after people receive 
a fi rst dose.

J&J said in statement that an extra dose — 
given either two months or six months after the 
initial shot — revved up protection. The results 
haven’t yet been published or vetted by other 
scientists.

The J&J vaccine was considered an important 
tool in fi ghting the pandemic because it requires 
only one shot.But even as rollout began in the 

U.S. and elsewhere, the company already was 

running a global test of whether a two-dose 

course might be more effective — the second 

dose given 56 days after the fi rst.
That two-dose approach reportedly was 

75% effective globally at preventing moderate 

to severe COVID-19, and 95% effective in 

the U.S. alone, the company reported — a 

difference likely due to which variants were 

circulating in different countries during the 

monthslong study.

BY HEATHER HOLLINGSWORTH
Associated Press

COVID-19 deaths in the U.S. have climbed to an average of more 
than 1,900 a day for the fi rst time since early March, with experts 
saying the virus is preying largely on a distinct group: 71 million 
unvaccinated Americans.

The increasingly lethal turn has fi lled hospitals, complicated the 
start of the school year, delayed the return to offi ces and demoralized 
health care workers.

“It is devastating,” said Dr. Dena Hubbard, a pediatrician in the 
Kansas City, Missouri, area who has cared for babies delivered 
prematurely by cesarean section in a last-ditch effort to save their 
mothers, some of whom died. For health workers, the deaths, 
combined with misinformation and disbelief about the virus, have 
been “heart-wrenching, soul-crushing.”

Twenty-two people died in one week alone at CoxHealth hospitals 
in the Springfi eld-Branson area, a level almost as high as that of all of 
Chicago. West Virginia has had more deaths in the fi rst three weeks 

of September — 340 — than in the previous three months combined. 
Georgia is averaging 125 dead per day, more than California or other 
more populous states.

“I’ve got to tell you, a guy has got to wonder if we are ever going 
to see the end of it or not,” said Collin Follis, who is the coroner in 
Missouri’s Madison County and works at a funeral home.

The nation was stunned back in December when it was witnessing 
3,000 deaths a day. But that was when almost no one was vaccinated.

Now, nearly 64% of the U.S. population has received at least one 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. And yet, average deaths per day 
have climbed 40% over the past two weeks, from 1,387 to 1,947, 
according to data from Johns Hopkins University.

Health experts say the vast majority of the hospitalized and 
dead have been unvaccinated. While some vaccinated people have 
suffered breakthrough infections, those tend to be mild.

The number of vaccine-eligible Americans who have yet to get a 
shot has been put at more than 70 million.

“There is a very real risk you’ll end up in the hospital or even in the 

obituary pages,” Dr. Bruce Vanderhoff, chief medical offi cer for the 
Ohio Department of Health, said to the unvaccinated. “Don’t become 

a statistic when there is a simple, safe and effective alternative to go 

out today and get vaccinated.”

Many low-vaccination communities also have high rates of 

conditions like obesity and diabetes, said Dr. William Moss of Johns 

Hopkins. And that combination — along with the more contagious 

delta variant — has proved lethal.

“I think this is a real failure of society and our most egregious 

sin to be at this stage where we have hospitals overwhelmed, ICUs 

overwhelmed and hitting this mark in terms of deaths per day,” Moss 

lamented.

New cases of the coronavirus per day in the U.S. have dropped 

since the start of September and are now running at about 139,000. 

But deaths typically take longer to fall because victims often linger 

for weeks before succumbing.

‘Soul-crushing’: US COVID-19 deaths are topping 1,900 a day

J&J: Booster dose of its COVID 
shot prompts strong response

Offi cial: Pennsylvania
‘well prepared’ for vaccine boosters
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Bel la  and Mar le igh 
have enjoyed previous 
Pug Fests. After being 
canceled last  year 
because of COVID-19, the 
annual fundraiser for two 
pug rescues will be held 
Saturday, Sept. 25, at the 
Kingston Veterans and 
Sportsman’s Club in Derry 
Township.

These two pugs in “the 
claw“ took part in the 
group costume contest 
during 2019 Pug Fest.
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Buddy, looking sharp in 
a little green lei, is one 
of the rescues available 
from Guardian Angels 
Pug Rescue. He has pug 
myelopathy and might end 
up needing a wheel cart.

Pugfest fundraiser on 
Saturday benefi ts rescue

(See Pugfest on Page A3)

Supervisors waive violation 
tied to excessive noise

at Derry Township venue

(See Supervisors on Page A3)

Mask mandate will 
remain in place

at Greater Latrobe

(See Mask on Page A3)


