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BY NICK CAMMUSO
Bulletin Staff Writer

The Derry Township Municipal Authority (DTMA) board 
took a major step forward Wednesday on a long-discussed 
sanitary sewer and trail project connecting Keystone State Park 
to the authority’s New Alexandria treatment plant, awarding 
bids for the construction of the sewer line and several small 
bridges along with pump station work.

S&E Utility was awarded the $1.75 million bid — the 
Harrison City-based company was the lowest of 10 bidders — 
for the construction of the sewer line and seven small bridges 
tied to the project.

J5 Construction of Eighty Four was awarded a $639,250 bid 
for general/mechanical work for the project’s Flowers Road 
pump station, while Bronder Technical Services of Prospect 
was awarded a $101,776 bid for electrical work at the pump 
station.

Consulting engineer Ed Schmitt of Gibson-Thomas 
Engineering Co. Inc. said Wednesday’s awarded bids represent 
a signifi cant moment for the project, which was fi rst made 
public roughly seven years old.

“Once you award contracts, the train is moving,” he said.
The DTMA in November rejected initial project bids, citing 

the high cost for two large bridges tied to the project that will 
cross the Loyalhanna Creek.

Schmitt previously said there will be an opportunity to have 
both large bridges funded down the line; as part of this spring’s 
updated bid package, S&E Utility added the southern bridge as 
an alternative at a price tag of just under $1 million.

Schmitt noted that bids for the trail portion of the project 
likely won’t be awarded until next year.

The trail component of the project is fully funded, with 
funding provided through three separate state grants.

BY DAVID CRARY
AP National Writer

Voting mostly along party lines, the U.S. Senate 
has confirmed former Pennsylvania Health 
Secretary Dr. Rachel Levine to be the nation’s 
assistant secretary of health. She is the first 
openly transgender federal offi cial to win Senate 
confi rmation. The fi nal vote Wednesday was 52-
48. Republican Sens. Lisa Murkowski of Alaska 
and Susan Collins of Maine joined all Democrats 
in supporting Levine.

Levine had been serving as Pennsylvania’s 
top health offi cial since 2017, and emerged as 
the public face of the state’s response to the 
coronavirus pandemic. She is expected to oversee 
Health and Human Services offi ces and programs 

across the U.S.
President Joe Biden cited Levine’s experience 

when he nominated her in January.
Levine “will bring the steady leadership and 

essential expertise we need to get people through 
this pandemic — no matter their zip code, race, 
religion, sexual orientation, gender identity or 
disability,” Biden said.

Transgender-rights activists have hailed Levine’s 
appointment as a historic breakthrough. Few trans 
people have ever held high-level offi ces at the 
federal or state level.

However, the confirmation vote came at a 

challenging moment for the transgender-rights 
movement as legislatures across the U.S. — 
primarily those under Republican control — are 
considering an unprecedented wave of bills 
targeting trans young people.

One type of bill, introduced in at least 25 states, 
seeks to ban trans girls and young women from 
participating in female scholastic sports.

One such measure already has been signed into 
law by Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves, and similar 
measures have been sent to the governors in 
Tennessee, Arkansas and South Dakota.

Another variety of bill, introduced in at least 17 

states, seeks to outlaw or restrict certain types of 
medical care for transgender youths. None of these 
measures has yet won fi nal approval.

Issues related to transgender rights also are 
a major factor in Republican opposition to the 
proposed Equality Act, which would extend federal 
civil rights protections to LGBTQ people across 
the U.S. The measure has passed the Democratic-
led House but likely needs some GOP votes to 
prevail in the Senate.

Former Houston Mayor Annise Parker, president 
of the LGBTQ Victory Institute, alluded to those 
developments as she welcomed the Senate’s vote 
on Levine.

BY GREG REINBOLD
Bulletin Staff Writer

For the fi rst time since early February, Westmoreland County 
has posted back-to-back days with more than 100 new coronavirus 
(COVID-19) cases reported, according to Wednesday’s update to 
the Pennsylvania Department of Health’s COVID-19 Dashboard.

On Wednesday, the county recorded 103 new cases after 
adding 105 cases on Tuesday, marking four days in the past 
nine in which the county’s COVID-19 case total has increased 
by triple digits.

As of Wednesday’s update, there had been 28,429 coronavirus 
cases reported in Westmoreland County since the start of the 
pandemic — 19,804 confi rmed cases and 8,625 probable cases. 
There have been 90,028 negative tests so far in the county, 

according to the state health department.
Since the start of 2021, there have been 9,096 new cases 

reported in Westmoreland County, an average of 109.59 per day 
this year.

Over the past seven days, the county’s case total has increased 
by 605, an average of 86.43 new cases per day.

The county added 559 new coronavirus cases over the third 
full week of March, an average of 79.85 cases per day. That daily 
average was up from 62.85 in the second week of March and 
57.85 for the period of March 1-7. Prior to the past two weeks, 
average daily cases in the county had been steadily declining 
since mid-January.

BY ZACH D’AMICO
Bulletin Staff Writer

Parking lots and roadways are set to 
be paved at the Westmoreland County 
Community College’s Youngwood 
campus.

The WCCC board of trustees on 
Wednesday tapped Pittsburgh-based 
Tresco Paving for about $1.84 million to 
seal or overlay all asphalt paved areas of 
the campus. Offi cials said the parking lots 
and roadways are in “terrible condition.”

“Our campus is going to look great 
come fall,” trustee Larry Larese said.

Trustee Gene Ciafre said 50% of the 
project will be funded by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education, “Which we’re 
very grateful for.”

Several parking lots have drainage 
issues that also need to be repaired or 
installed. Four of the parking lots will 

have additional drainage installed.
“After the board’s approval tonight of 

the paving project, I’m very excited for 
that,” said Greg Rose, vice president of 
administrative services. “I think that’s 
going to add to the transformation I’ve 
seen across campus in my short time 
here.”

The project includes a 10% contingency. 
Officials said paving and excavating 
work can lead to many unknowns, and 
this contingency will allow the college to 
manage the project more effectively.

The board on Wednesday also approved 
not-to-exceed costs for a proposed 

project upgrading and replacing multiple 
components of the Student Achievement 
Center (SAC) roof.

The project would address replacing 
or coating several roof sections, as well 
as the replacement of: Three rooftop air 
handling units, all exhaust fans and the 
skylights over the new Event Center. 
Lightning protection will also be installed 
on the mass notifi cation system.

Officials estimate the cost for these 
upgrades to be $2.6 million.

Formerly known as Founders Hall, the 
SAC recently underwent a multi-million-
dollar renovation. It’s home to academic 
offi ces, the library offi ces, classrooms, a 
300-seat amphitheater, college store and 
cafeteria.

A gymnasium, indoor running track and 
fi tness center are also located there.

BY DAN SCIFO
Assistant Sports Editor

The Eastern Westmoreland Career and Technology Center’s 
(EWCTC) Joint Operating Committee (JOC) voted on three 
motions Wednesday night that will be brought to the school’s 
sending districts — Derry Area, Greater Latrobe and Ligonier 
Valley — during next month’s regular board meetings.

The JOC recommended the EWCTC’s 2021-2022 budget 
for presentation to the sending school districts, and also voted 
on separate motions on the school’s signifi cant building 
renovation project.

The renovation project is currently estimated not to 
exceed $5.85 million. The two-priority plan for building and 
mechanical renovations on the aging school building ranges 
from $4.3 million to $5.8 million. EWCTC Administrative 
Director Todd Weimer estimated priority one items at $1.8 
million to $2.7 million and all priority two items at $2.4 to $3 
million. Priority one items are directly related to the envelope 
of the building and the safety of students.

Wednesday’s motions involved sending resolutions of 
project approval to the three sending school districts and 
also an opportunity to allow the Eastern Westmoreland Area 
Vocational and Technical School Authority to assume debt 
for the project.

“As a (career and technology center), we can’t assume 
debt,” Weimer said. “So, the debt has to be assumed by the 
authority. The vote of the sending districts will determine 
whether or not the project moves forward. We’re to the point 
where, in April, each of the school districts will vote on 
the resolutions, and the outcome will be that we’re moving 
forward, assuming debt and starting the building project, or 
it’s on the shelf.”

The renovation project was initially approved last year, 
but temporarily shelved because of the current coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic. Directors, in January, approved 
school administrators to develop a plan for funding the 
building renovation project.

A U.S. Coast Guard training 
center in California will now 
bear the name of Latrobe golf 
legend Arnold Palmer.

In recognition of Palmer’s 
service as a Coast Guard 
yeoman from 1951-53, four 
Pennsylvania legislators in 
2019 led an effort to rename 
a wing of the Training Center 
Petaluma schoolhouse as the 
Arnold D. Palmer Professional 
Annex.

U.S. Sens. Pat Toomey and 
Bob Casey and U.S. Reps Guy 
Reschenthaler and John Joyce 
announced the designation 
Tuesday.

“Arnold Palmer represented 
the very best of Pennsylvania,” 
Toomey said in a news release. 
“From his time as an enlisted 
member of the Coast Guard to 
his accomplishments on and off 
the golf course, few personifi ed 
generosity, kindness, and 
commitment to community 
more than Arnold Palmer.”

In 1951, Palmer attended 
recruit training at Cape May, 
New Jersey, where he was 
assigned the role of physical 
fitness and self-defense 
instructor, according to the 
release. He worked for the 
9th Coast Guard District 
commander in Cleveland, Ohio.

According to the release, 
Palmer credited his successful 
golf career to his enlisted 
service, stating: “The 
knowledge that I gained, the 

maturity that I gained in the 
Coast Guard was unbelievable. 
… It matured me. It made me a 
better person.”

His namesake training 
center in Petaluma, California, 
will house the yeoman and 
storekeeper “A” School wing 

of the Juliet Nichols Building, 
where all Coast Guard yeomen 
conduct their foundational 
entry-level training.

“My dad said that the U.S. 
Coast Guard made (him) a 
better person for the world,’” 
said Amy Palmer Saunders, 

chair of the Arnold and Winnie 
Palmer Foundation. “He 
would be touched to know that 
others will be given the same 
opportunity to learn and grow 
in a space named for him, and 
my family and I are grateful to 
the Pennsylvania delegation, to 
members of the Coast Guard, 
and to others who made this 
possible.”

Added Joyce: “It is fi tting that 
the U.S. Coast Guard’s Arnold 
Palmer Professional Annex will 
bear his name. ... As he traveled 
the world, Mr. Palmer always 
cherished his Westmoreland 
County roots.”

Palmer died at age 87 in 2016. 
He graduated from Greater 
Latrobe High School in 1947, 
before becoming a professional 
golfer.

He joined the PGA Tour in 
1955 and won his first title, 
the Canadian Open. He won 
four green jackets at Augusta 
National, the British Open in 
1961 and 1962 and the U.S. 
Open in 1960. Palmer’s last 
PGA Tour win came in 1973 at 
the Bob Hope Classic.

To this day, his philanthropic 
efforts, known as “Arnie’s 
Army,” continue through the 
Arnold and Winnie Palmer 
Foundation, the Arnold Palmer 
Hospital for Children and 
Women in Orlando, Florida, 
and the Arnold Palmer Cancer 
Center at Excela Hospital in 
Unity Township.

Bulletin fi le photo
Latrobe golf legend Arnold Palmer will have a U.S. Coast 
Guard training center wing named after him. The Arnold 
D. Palmer Professional Annex in Petaluma, California, 
located in the Juliet Nichols Building, is where all Coast 
Guard yeomen conduct their foundational entry-level 
training. Palmer served as a Coast Guard yeoman from 
1951-53.
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