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On an unusual warm January day, brothers Nathan and Jacob Mickinac 
took to their front yard in Unity Township this past weekend to perform 
an impromptu concert. Among their repertoire was “Happy Birthday” and 
some songs they wrote themselves. Isn’t this the way it should be?

Sing us a song

BY GREG REINBOLD
Bulletin Staff Writer

Ligonier Valley School District will be seeking a 
new business manager in the coming months after 
the district’s school board on Monday accepted the 
resignation of business manager Michelle Krebs for 
retirement purposes, effective June 30.

Krebs has been employed with LVSD since 2014 
and spent more than nine years as business manager 
at Altoona Area School District prior to coming to 
Ligonier Valley.

“I truly appreciate all the hard work that you’ve done 
for our district,” board member Kimberly Dickert-
Wallace told Krebs. “Though I’m very sad to see you 
go, I’m happy that when I’m coming into Giant Eagle 
at 6 p.m., your car will not be there,” — a reference to 
Krebs’ dedication to her work.

Krebs said she looks forward to spending more 
time with her family and grandchildren following her 
retirement.

The school board did not take action at Monday’s 
meeting to advertise seeking candidates for Krebs’ 
position.

The board also approved seeking bids for a new 

Video Management Software (VMS) solution for the 
district’s video surveillance.

Superintendent Dr. Christine Oldham said following 
the meeting the district is looking to expand its current 
video surveillance system throughout the district by 
adding cameras in any areas where “blind spots” 
are a concern and reconfi guring network and server 
infrastructure. The district plans to fund the upgrades 
using a Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and 
Delinquency 2020 Meritorious Grant.

In other business, the school board approved:
• Adding modifications to the Ligonier Valley 

Middle School entrance canopy to the Act 39 project 
at a cost not to exceed $132,945;

• A Pennsylvania Master Naturalist Service Project 
as a partnering organization to facilitate the design and 
potential construction of a rain garden at LVMS;

• Pay application No. 21 to Constellation 
NewEnergy, Inc. for $116,452.21;

• Awarding bids for diesel fuel for the 2020-21 
school year to Ports Petroleum, the lowest responsible 
bidder meeting specifi cations at a fi xed rate of $2.038 

BY GREG REINBOLD
Bulletin Staff Writer

State police at Indiana report charges are pending 
against a 17-year-old Seward girl and an 18-year-
old Armagh woman accused of allowing a toddler 
they were babysitting to use a vaping device as they 
recorded and posted video of the incident to social 
media.

Police received an anonymous Safe2Say Something 
tip regarding the video, posted to the social media 
platform Snapchat, on Sunday, prompting an 
investigation. Police have not identifi ed the suspects.

According to police, the 17-year-old Seward girl 
was babysitting a 2-year-old boy at a home on Jan-L 
Street in St. Clair Township on the evening of Jan. 9. 

The toddler took the vaping device from a 
nightstand and began to use it as the 17-year-old and 

the 18-year-old Armagh woman who was also at the 
home watched. One or both of them made a video 
recording and posted it to social media, according to 
Tpr. Cliff Greenfi eld.

Greenfi eld said the toddler and the two females are 
not related. Police believe the vaping device contained 
nicotine, but not THC, the psychoactive chemical 
found in marijuana. The boy was seen coughing after 
being allowed to inhale from the device, but did not 
show any other visible effects from using the vaping 
device, Greenfi eld said.

Police notifi ed the boy’s parents, who were unaware 
of the incident, and reported the incident to the 
Westmoreland County Children’s Bureau.

Police are continuing to investigate and charges 
of endangering the welfare of children are pending 
against both suspects, Greenfi eld said.

LV School Board accepts business 
manager’s pending retirement

Charges pending after teens 
recorded toddler vaping

Pennsylvania Second Lady Gisele Fetterman 
on Monday announced plans for a statewide 
census tour — aimed to raise awareness of this 
year’s U.S. Census Bureau count and encourage 
residents to respond to the census — that will 
begin later this month.

Fetterman, whose husband is Lt. Gov. John 
Fetterman, said she will visit Philadelphia and 
Centre, Erie, Allegheny, Lancaster and Luzerne 
counties over the next three months.

“In Pennsylvania, everyone counts, and that’s 
why we need to ensure that everyone living in 
the commonwealth participates in the 2020 U.S. 
Census,” DCED Secretary Dennis Davin said in 
a news release. “Our representation and billions 
of dollars of funding for critical resources depend 
on an accurate count of all residents, no matter 
who they are or where they live.”

“Having spent my career working to address 
issues of equity, I understand how the individuals 
at the greatest risk of not being counted are the 

same ones who would be disproportionately 
affected by an inaccurate count,” Second Lady 
Fetterman said.

The Census captures increases, decreases 
and changes in community demographics, and 
is used to decide how many seats each state 
gets in the U.S. House of Representatives. It 
also determines the amount of federal funding 
Pennsylvania can receive for important programs 
and services, including Medicare, Medicaid, the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), 
the National School Lunch Program, Title I 
Grants to Local Educational Agencies, Special 
Education grants, Head Start, highway planning 
and construction, very low to moderate income 
housing loans, rural rental assistance payments, 
and unemployment insurance administration.

Through the U.S. Census count, Pennsylvania 
receives $26.8 billion annually for federally-
funded programs, amounting to about $2,000 per 
Pennsylvanian per year. That funding includes:

• The Nutrition Services component of the 
Older Americans Act, which uses Census data 
to direct more than $31 million for Nutrition 
Services for older Pennsylvanians;

• Community Development Block Grants 
(CDBG) program, which constructs affordable 
housing and public facilities, infrastructure 
enhancements and job creation initiatives, and 
receives more than $196 million in funding;

• More than $1.68 billion in funding 
authorized by the 2015 Fixing America’s Surface 
Transportation Act, the largest portion of it 
designated for maintenance of national highways 
and construction and repair of bridges and other 
highway facilities;

• More than $365 million allocated to the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program;

• Six programs targeting rural communities 
amounting to $760,728,267 (Very Low to 
Moderate Income Housing Loans: $610,322,282; 
Rural Electrifi cation Loans and Loan Guarantees: 

$18,000,000; Water and Waste Disposal Systems 
for Rural Communities: $54,938,900; Rural 
Rental Assistance Payments: $33,889,200; 
Business and Industry Loans $26,410,000; 
Cooperative Extension Service: $17,167,885);

• Education assistance, including more than 
$5 billion for Federal Direct student loans, $840 
million for the Federal Pell Grant program, $567 
million in Title I grants for schools, and $436 
million in special education grants.

“The Department of Human Services 
administers many of the critical programs 
to families that are funded according to 
Pennsylvania’s census count, and we simply 
cannot afford to jeopardize that funding or those 
programs,” said DHS Sec. Miller. “For the health 
and safety of our residents, for the health and 
safety of our communities, this funding must 
be preserved; and to do that, everyone must be 
counted.”

Pennsylvania ramps up census push with statewide tour

BY STEVE BITTENBENDER
The Center Square

Pennsylvania lawmakers and the state’s Attorney General’s 
offi ce announced on Monday they’re teaming up to fi ght 
waste, fraud and abuse in the Medicaid system.

A bipartisan group of lawmakers will sponsor bills in 
both the House and Senate aimed at protecting the health 
insurance program for 2.7 million of Pennsylvania’s most 
vulnerable residents.

The proposals come nearly nine months after a state grand 
jury released its recommendations to curb fraudulent claims 
from siphoning funding from the public program.

“This is a nonpartisan issue that brings people together 
to solve a challenge,” Attorney General Josh Shapiro, a 
Democrat, said at a Monday news conference in Harrisburg.

The proposals include a bill that would create a state 
version of the federal False Claims Act, which the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) uses to recoup 
fraudulent Medicare expenditures.

Shapiro said Pennsylvania is the only state among the top 
eight Medicaid spending states that does not have a False 
Claims Act on the books.

That means while the Medicaid Fraud Control Unit 
in Shapiro’s offi ce was able to make 292 arrests, get 173 
convictions and reclaim $34 million in taxpayer funds in 

BY STEVE BITTENBENDER
The Center Square

Pennsylvania mirrors the nation when it comes to job trends for 
people with some college experience but no bachelor’s degree.

That was one of the key fi ndings members of the Higher 
Education Funding Commission hearing held recently at West 
Chester University.

Nearly half of the nearly 2.5 million “good jobs” in the state are 
fi lled by workers who do not have a bachelor’s degree, said Martin 
Van Der Werf, an associate director of editorial and postsecondary 
policy at the Georgetown Center on Education and the Workforce.

He said the center defi nes a good job as one that offers full-time 
work with benefi ts and pays more than $35,000 a year, or $45,000 
for workers 45 and up.

Those non-bachelor’s individuals with good jobs are considered 
middle-skill workers, an important sector the state will need to 
make sure gets the training needed to work in a job market where 
technology is changing skills sets needed at a rapid pace.

“It’s important that you meet them where they are and in a way 
that can maximize their potential,” Van Der Werf said. “It might 
change the way you think about your funding formulas.”

He added that 54% of middle-skill Pennsylvanians are working 
blue collar jobs. However, that’s changing, too, as more skilled-
service jobs are opening. From 1991 to 2015, Pennsylvania lost 
nearly 246,000 good blue-collar jobs for non-bachelor’s workers. 

BY TODD DEFEO
The Center Square

Pennsylvania lawmakers looking into changes in higher 
education funding are focused on how to balance increasing 
access to higher education with a changing marketplace.

The Public Higher Education Funding Commission is working 
to develop a funding formula for the state’s public institutions.

As part of their work, the 19-member commission, which 
recently held a pair of hearings at West Chester University’s 
Business and Public Management Center, is identifying factors to 
determine the distribution of funding among state schools.

“The industrial economy is a thing of the past, and so should the 
industrial version of education where we assume that we can teach 
every student to a standardized, synchronized approach,” state 
Sen. Andy Dinniman, D-West Whiteland, said during the hearing. 
“… So how do we now create a new structural arrangement?”

Laura Perna, a professor of education at the University of 
Pennsylvania, said achieving statewide goals should sit at the 
center of any approach.

“Increasing degree attainment is not as simple as giving more 
resources to institutions that have higher graduation rates,” Perna 
told the commission. “So if we have a funding formula that 
rewards certain outcomes, graduation rates, for example, we have 
to recognize the potential unintended consequences of having that 

Offi cials announce 
new push to fi ght 

Pa. Medicaid fraud

Lawmakers balance 
higher education 

funding with 
changing economy

Pa. needs renewed 
focus on middle-
skilled workers, 
lawmakers told
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