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Making penguin crafts on Wednesday at Caldwell Memorial Library, located in Derry Area 
High School, were 8-year-old Sophia Winkelman and 8-year-old Kayden McElheny of 
Grandview Elementary School and (right) 7-year-old Lola Urchick of Maxwell Elementary 
School (Hempfi eld Area School District). Their instructor (second from right) Alexander 
Miller, serves as youth services librarian at Adams Memorial Library in Latrobe.

Craft time at Caldwell library

BY NICK CAMMUSO
Bulletin Staff Writer

Westmoreland Cleanways and Recycling’s 
planned move into a larger facility near Pleasant 
Unity has been temporarily put on hold.

The Unity Township Supervisors, at their 
regular meeting Thursday, voted to table approval 
of a fi nal site plan for the local nonprofi t after a 
neighboring resident expressed concerns earlier 
in the day.

Supervisors John Mylant and Mike O’Barto 
voted to table the site plan. Supervisor Ed 
Poponick was absent.

“You only get one time to get this right and I 
believe this is what we need to do,” O’Barto said 
of tabling the site plan.

The supervisors’ decision comes after the Unity 
Township Planning Commission recommended 
approval Tuesday for Westmoreland Cleanways’ 
planned move to an eight-acre property across 
from the Unity Township Municipal Authority 
building on Pleasant Unity-Mutual Road, not far 
from Route 130.

No residents spoke out against the site plan 
during that meeting.

Somerset County-based JVS Environmental, 
which has partnered with Westmoreland 

Cleanways to process collected recyclable 
electronics, is purchasing the property from 
Innovative Supply Company Inc.

For nearly six years, Westmoreland Cleanways 
has been headquartered at Innovative Park, 
located off Route 30 East near Beatty Crossroads.

Westmoreland Cleanways executive director 
Ellen Keefe said the planned move will provide 
more than 18,000 square feet of additional 
warehouse space.

The new site, which Westmoreland Cleanways 
will lease from JVS, includes seven buildings, 
some of which are interconnected. Keefe said the 
new location will have a larger drive-thru drop-
off area for residents. The site, which is currently 
vacant, previously served as a metal recycling 
business.

At the planning commission meeting, Keefe 
said the heavily wooded, rural location would not 
interfere with any neighboring property owners. 
Westmoreland Cleanways is also seeking relief 
from the township’s landscaping requirements, 
a modifi cation that must be approved by the 
township supervisors.

Once in the new facility, Keefe said the 
nonprofi t will look to add additional materials 

BY DAN SCIFO
Bulletin Staff Writer

It was another quick contract discussion for 
members on the Derry Area School Board.

Directors, on Thursday, approved a three-year 
professional contract between the Derry Area 
Education Support Professionals Association 
Custodial/Maintenance and the district through 
the 2022-23 school year.

“There were no problems,” school board 
president Dave Krinock said. “It was so amicable. 
I hope it’s like that all the time.”

Krinock said there is a 50-cent raise through 
each year in the new contract. The prior deal 
was set to expire on June 30. The district still 
has to come to an agreement with secretary staff, 
another contract that expires at the end of June.

“We met with them once,” Krinock said. 
“We’re waiting to hear back from them.”

In December 2018, the board approved a new 
three-year teacher’s contract. It took 26 months 
to come to the previous contract in 2015.

“We couldn’t open the whole contract,” 

Krinock said. “They agreed to a couple things 
and it was only three meetings. One meeting and 
three with the teachers. It was awesome and we 
were very happy. We did the one in 26 months 
with the teachers. That can create animosity and 
hard feelings and that’s the last thing you want.”

Regarding the contract with the custodians and 
maintenance workers, it only took one meeting.

“We met with them last week and they let 
us know two days later that they were ready to 
roll,” Krinock said. “It was very quick. It was a 
wonderful experience.”

Similar to the teacher’s contract, directors 
opened two portions of the contract. They gave 
custodial and maintenance workers the option 
and workers opted with wages and insurance.

“I really feel that all three associations have a 
trust for this board,” Krinock said. “I know we 
respect them … we feel they’re the best that there 
is … and I think they have a mutual respect for 
us.”

The board will also have a decision to make 

BY GREG REINBOLD
Bulletin Staff Writer

The newly seated board of Westmoreland 
County Commissioners got its first public 
disagreement out of the way during its fi rst 
regular meeting of the year Thursday.

At issue for new Republican commissioner 
Doug Chew was a motion on the agenda to 
appoint retired Magisterial District Judge Joseph 
Dalfonso of Monessen to the Westmoreland 
County Housing Authority.

Chew voted against appointing Dalfonso 
after his initial attempt to have the item tabled 
failed, saying he hadn’t been afforded suffi cient 
time to research Dalfonso’s background and 

qualifi cations for the volunteer position on the 
housing authority.

“I haven’t had the opportunity to meet him 
or even see a curriculum vitae. He hasn’t 

reached out to me, one of the two majority 

commissioners,” Chew said, referencing the 
new Republican majority on the board formed 

by himself and commissioners chairman Sean 

Kertes, both of whom took offi ce this week. 
“(Dalfonso) was a former magistrate, and I’m 

sure he’s a qualifi ed candidate, but at the very 
least, both majority commissioners should 

have the opportunity to meet candidates for 

A 20-year-old Hempfi eld Township man 
was jailed Thursday after failing to post bond 
on charges he raped two girls, ages 11 and 13, 
in Unity Township after meeting them through 
a social media app.

Kilian Aiden Thomas was arraigned 
Thursday before Magisterial District Judge 
Michael Mahady on three counts of rape 
of a child and two counts each of statutory 
sexual assault and corruption of minors, all 
felonies, along with one misdemeanor count 
of corruption of minors. He was ordered held 
in Westmoreland County Prison in lieu of 
$15,000 bond.

According to court documents, Thomas 
contacted the girls through the Snapchat app. 
He picked both girls up in Unity Township 
around 9:45 p.m. Dec. 19 and drove them to 
a location near Possum Hollow Road before 
taking them back to the location where he had 
picked them up, according to court documents.

Thomas allegedly admitted to police that he 
had sex with the girls and went with troopers 
to the scene. He claimed the girls lied about 
their ages.

“They are trying to put me in jail for a long 
time for something I did not know,” Thomas 

told reporters while being led out of the state 
police station at Greensburg in handcuffs. 
“They were lying about their ages.”

“We learned about this after the 13-year-
old victim told her parents,” state police 
spokesman Tpr. Stephen Limani said.

Limani said Thomas allegedly raped the 
girls multiple times in his vehicle.

“We were able to interview the 13-year-
old child and subsequently the 11-year-old,” 
Limani said. “Unfortunately it was at Children’s 
Hospital where we had the interaction. It’s 
horrific to have to talk to a young child 
about something as gruesome and gross and 
disgusting as that, but the investigators were 
able to get enough information from them to 
have an arrest warrant.”

According to court documents, Thomas told 
police he had sex with one of the girls about 
a week prior while a different 13-year-old 
girl was in the vehicle at a location near Bell 
Memorial Church Road.

Evidence retrieved from the scene is being 
analyzed at the state police forensics laboratory 
in Hempfi eld Township, Limani said.

Thomas is scheduled to appear before 
Mahady for a preliminary hearing Jan. 27.

The Laurel Highlands 
Visitors Bureau (LHVB) this 
week announced the release of 
its 2020 Destination Guide. The 
72-page full-color piece serves 
as the principal promotional 
brochure for Fayette, Somerset 
and Westmoreland counties’ 
tourism information.

“Every year, our LHVB team 
gets excited about working, 
designing and writing content 
for a new Destination Guide. 
2020 is no exception,” said Ann 
Nemanic, LHVB’s executive 
director. “We enter a new decade 
of tourism promotion and this 
is our signature piece. 175,000 
copies will be distributed in 
numerous outlets and serves 
as our primary fulfi llment for 
visitors interested in coming to 
the Laurel Highlands. There’s a 
little something inside the guide 
for everyone to entice them to 
put our region on their ‘must 
visit’ list in the upcoming year.

Over the years, the Laurel 
Highlands Destination Guide 
has evolved in size, content, 
design and imagery.

“Some of the features that 
we’ve implemented in recent 
years are modern paper 
options, authentic large-scale 
photography that captivates 
viewers and compelling content 
that keeps visitors reading 
from cover-to-cover,” said 
Kristin Ecker, senior director 
of marketing and project 
management. “The content 
offers itinerary ideas, useful 
maps and quick reference lists 

and editorial-style features from 
across the region that not only 
highlight the attraction, but also 
the story of the people behind 
the business. The design is clean 
and organized, which makes the 
piece easy to read and visually 
appealing.

The 2020 Laurel Highlands 
Destination Guide’s magazine-

quality content showcases 

some of the region’s 

newest attractions, tourism 

entrepreneurs and local history 

and heritage.

Feature stories include:

• “A Full Frank Lloyd Wright 

Immersion in Pennsylvania’s 

Westmoreland Cleanways 
site plan tabled by UTS

County commissioners spar, 
then dole out tourism grants

DASD approves three-year 
contract with custodial staff

Laurel Highlands Visitors Bureau 
releases 2020 Destination Guide

Hempfi eld Twp. man accused of 
raping girls, ages 11, 13, in Unity

BY JENNIFER SOPKO
For The Bulletin

When evaluating the possibility of merging the 
once separate Ligonier Borough and Ligonier 
Township police forces, advisors said it would 
take about fi ve years for a joint department to 
fi nd its roots.

Assistant police Chief Michael Matrunics 
now sees that fi ve-year plan as a reality, based 
on the successes of the Ligonier Valley Police 
Department’s inaugural year.

Matrunics and councilman Jeff Craig spoke at 
the Ligonier Borough Council meeting Thursday 
about the department’s experiences this year and 
its key goals for 2020.

While fi nal numbers are not yet available, the 
Ligonier Valley Police Department’s fi nances 
ended 2019 in the black, Craig said.

“All it all, it was a very good year,” Craig said.
Craig credited Matrunics and police Chief 

John Berger for keeping the budget in check, as 
the pair accumulated “a signifi cant number of 
hours to make that happen” by picking up shifts.

While the borough and township police 
departments have historically collaborated, 
functioning as an integrated team meant they did 
not need to call in outside help with major cases 

that hit both municipalities last year, Matrunics 
said.

“Without a doubt, I think that’s just been one 
of the best things that I’ve seen and it’s easy for 
John and I to lead that type of organization,” said 
Matrunics.

In addition, the consolidation enabled the 
department to offer more full-time positions 
rather than hiring part-time offi cers who may 
leave for other opportunities.

“We pay for their service, we pay for their 
training and then they go elsewhere. Our goal 
is to keep our offi cers to be dedicated to our 
community,” said Matrunics.

Thanks to grant funding, the department also 
provided the Ligonier Valley School District with 
a school resource offi cer, Shawn Knepper, who 
rotates his time between the high school, junior 
high and elementary school.

Matrunics said he has received positive 
responses from both kids and teachers who 
love having Knepper in their schools, where 
he counsels learners, handles security and 
visits classes, as junior councilwoman Izabella 
Wentzell attested.

Ligonier Valley Police Dept. 
inaugural year a success
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