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Nine-week-old English Bulldog Bitsy gets some love from Teagan McCutcheon, 9, of 
Greensburg, who pets the dog being held by Jody Gearhart of Somerset at the En-
glish Bulldog Bash held March 8 at Ligonier Paws on Main.

The Ligonier Valley School District (LVSD) 
last week announced that it will remain closed 
until Monday, March 30, in accordance with 
Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf’s order clos-
ing Pennsylvania schools in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Wolf announced Friday, March 13, that all 
K-12 schools in Pennsylvania will be closed 
for 10 business days, starting Monday, March 
16 — a directive which includes all school-re-
lated activities starting Saturday (March 
14) and continuing through at least Sunday, 
March 29. The governor’s order affects all 
varsity, junior varsity and junior high/middle 
school athletic events, along with outside or-
ganizations.

In a news release, the Wolf administration 
said it worked with school districts as well as 
state and local officials to gather input before 

making the decision to halt classes. At the 
end of the 10-day period, state officials plan 
to “re-evaluate and decide whether continued 
closure is needed,” per the release.

The order to close schools affects more than 
1.7 million students, in public and private 
K-12 schools, across the state.

“We understand that these are trying times 
and recognize the impact of the coronavirus 
on our students and communities,” Wolf said 
in a statement. “First and foremost, my top 
priority as governor — and that of our edu-
cation leaders — must be to ensure the health 
and safety of our students and school commu-
nities.

“... Be aware that no school district will 
be penalized if it fails to meet the 180-day or 

LVSD closed until March 
30; Valley School moving to 

distance learning

With warmer weather approaching, the Li-
gonier Township Supervisors at their meeting 
March 10 moved forward with preparations for 
road resurfacing work.

The supervisors voted to award the bid for 
bituminous fiber-reinforced resurfacing of 3.79 
miles of township roadways and to advertise 
seeking bids for seal and chip resurfacing of 
15.32 more miles.

Supervisors awarded the fiber-reinforced re-
surfacing project to Russell Standard, the low 
bidder for the work at $163,875.91, pending 

review of the bid by the township’s engineer 
and solicitor.

Township public works director Russ Mor-
gan said the Barron, Country Club, Long 
Bridge, Idlewild Hill, Fire Hall roads, Franklin 
Street Extension, Hi Acre, Summit and Wild-
view drives and Orchard Lane.

Last summer, the company resurfaced 3.21 
miles of township roads — California Avenue, 
Center Road, Darr Street, Hall Road, Horner 
Hill Road, Lake Drive, Locust Street, School 
Street, Singer Way and Weimer Alley — using 
the same “FiberMat” method.
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Ligonier Twp. Supervisors award road 
resurfacing bid, advertise other projects

Bulldogs on parade

Art, science and philosophy 
— the foundation of local artist 
Anthony Ustazewski’s paint-
ings.

A pop-up art shop featuring 
Ustazewski’s work is running 
through March 25 at 209 E. 
Main St. in Ligonier Borough. 
The shop is open from noon to 
4 p.m.

Ustazewski of Ligonier 
Township has more than 30 
oil paintings on display at the 
gallery. Some paintings are in-
spired by what he calls “Phe-
nomenism,” which he says are 
paintings that draw from his 
studies in science and philos-
ophy. He believes he invented 
the term, stating that, “This is 
the new wave of art.”

Last spring, 68-year-old 
Ustazewski joined the Quantum 
Art Movement (MAQ) based in 
Milan, Italy — a movement of 
art and quantum science which 
brings together scientists, artists 
and society. He’s the lone U.S. 
representative of the 35 core 
MAQ members.

“For a while, I thought I was 
the only world doing this and I 
was pretty excited about it,” he 
said of his “quantum art.”

After a lapse of being off 
the internet, Ustazewski began 
searching quantum art to see 
if anyone else shared his idea. 
That’s when he stumbled upon 
the MAQ — to which he said, 
“They have my idea!” — and 
began exchanging emails with 
the organization’s president.

He says he was admitted to 
MAQ shortly after submitting 
images of his artwork.

“It’s a real privilege and an 
honor to do that,” he said.

In his artwork, Ustazewski is 
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Local artist showcasing 
‘Phenomenism’ artwork  

at pop-up shop in Ligonier
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The pop-up shop includes more than 30 of Anthony Ustazewski’s oil paintings. All paintings are available for purchase.

Ligonier Borough officials want to hear 
what residents hope replaces the unused, ag-
ing tennis courts near Friendship Park.

Council will host a public forum at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 1, in the basement com-
munity room at Town Hall to weight options 
for a proposed multi-use recreational facility 
complimenting the neighboring playground.

The forum will allow borough officials to 
“really get a deep dive into what does the 
community want in this area?” councilwom-

an and parks and recreation committee chair 
Mariah Fisher announced during the council 
meeting March 12.

“I want this to be a space that’s used by 
as many people as possible and I think a lot 
of people in this room would agree with that 
statement. We want to see that used,” she 
said.

Over the past year, the Rotary Club of Li-
gonier has led efforts to renovate the old ten-
nis and basketball courts as a second phase 
to the Friendship Park rebuild in 2017.

By JENNIFER SOPKO
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Public forum set to hear ideas for 
tennis court renovation in Ligonier
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HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — Gov. Tom 
Wolf extended a shutdown order Monday to 
the entire state of Pennsylvania in an effort to 
halt the spread of the coronavirus, although he 
also maintained that he will not send the Na-
tional Guard or state police to force businesses 
to close or stop events.

Wolf acted in similar fashion as neighboring 
states, including Ohio, New York and New Jer-
sey, as he closed schools statewide and a range 
of government offices in the days leading up 
to Monday. The shutdown of nonessential gov-
ernment offices and nonessential business ac-
tivity will begin Tuesday and last for at least 
two weeks, he said.

“This isn’t a decision that I take lightly at 
all,” Wolf said during a news conference at the 
headquarters of the Pennsylvania Emergency 
Management Agency. “It’s one that I’m mak-
ing because medical experts believe it’s the 
only way we can prevent our hospitals from 
being overwhelmed by patients.”

State-owned liquor stores were directed to 
shut down after being open Tuesday, St. Pat-

rick’s Day, and restaurants were to end dine-in 
service.

Wolf had in recent days issued similar orders 
for four heavily populated southeastern Penn-
sylvania counties — Bucks, Chester, Delaware 
and Montgomery — where the state has con-
firmed most of its cases of COVID-19, while 
Philadelphia took a similar step Monday.

The number of positive cases in Pennsylva-
nia grew Monday, surpassing 75.

Wolf’s order is a blend of voluntary and man-
datory actions. For instance, the Pennsylvania 
Gaming Control Board said it was suspending 
gambling operations for all casinos. Wolf on 
Sunday night ordered bars and restaurants in 
five counties to close dine-in service and said 
businesses that do not adhere to the order could 
face penalties. Still, he also said that he would 
not use force to close businesses, but he urged 
people to understand that all Pennsylvanians 
are in the fight together and said they owe it to 
one another not to spread the disease.

“People will be making their decisions what 
they do with their lives all across the com-
monwealth for the next days and weeks and 
months,” Wolf said in response to a reporter’s 
question about racetracks refusing to close un-
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Governor orders COVID-19 
shutdown across Pennsylvania

See GOVERNOR on Page 5

YOUR NEW HOME
FOR

LOCAL VEHICLES
FROM

LOCAL DEALERS
FOR

LOCAL PEOPLE

COMING JANUARY 1st:

YOURLOCALAUTO.com


