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BY MICHAEL RUBINKAM
Associated Press

Gov. Tom Wolf’s pandemic restrictions that required people to 
stay at home, placed size limits on gatherings and ordered “non-
life-sustaining” businesses to shut down are unconstitutional, a 
federal judge ruled Monday.

The Wolf administration said it will appeal.
U.S. District Judge William Stickman IV, who was appointed 

by President Donald Trump, sided with plaintiffs that included 
hair salons, drive-in movie theaters, a farmer’s market vendor, a 
horse trainer and several Republican offi ceholders in their lawsuit 
against Wolf, a Democrat, and his health secretary.

The Wolf administration’s pandemic policies have been 
overreaching and arbitrary and violated citizens’ constitutional 
rights, Stickman wrote in his ruling.

The governor’s efforts to slow the spread of the coronavirus 
“were undertaken with the good intention of addressing a public 
health emergency. But even in an emergency, the authority 
of government is not unfettered,” Stickman wrote. “The 
Constitution cannot accept the concept of a ‘new normal’ where 
the basic liberties of the people can be subordinated to open-ended 
emergency mitigation measures.”

The ruling means that current restrictions, including ones that 
limit the size of indoor and outdoor gatherings, can’t be enforced, 

according to attorney Thomas W. King III, who represented the 
plaintiffs. The state has been enforcing a gathering limit of more 
than 25 people for events held indoors and more than 250 people 
for those held outside.

“It’s really 100% in our favor. The court found in all respects 
that the orders issued by the governor and the secretary of health 
were unconstitutional. What it means is they can’t do it again, and 
they should not have done it in the past,” King said.

Wolf’s spokesperson, Lyndsay Kensinger, said the administration 
will seek delayed enforcement of the ruling while it appeals.

Richard K. Thomas was recently recognized for his 30 years of 
service with the Derry Borough Municipal Authority (DBMA).

Each year, the Pennsylvania Municipal Authorities Association 
(PMAA) recognizes authority members who have dedicated many 
years of service to their authorities and communities.

Thomas received the Extended Service Award, given to those 
who have served 30 to 40 years or more.

Guy J. Hutchinson was also recognized for his 32 years with the 
Greater Greensburg Sewage Authority. Anthony J. Bione received 
the Sahli Service Award for serving 22 years with the Kiski Valley 
Water Pollution Control Authority.

The Sahli Service Award is awarded to those who have served 
20 years or more, while the J.E. “Ted” Kuhn Award goes to those 

who have served 50 years or more.
These awards are given in an effort to promote interest in good 

authority administration and operation and to recognize faithful 
and effective service by authority offi cials.

“We recognize the long tenured and invaluable service of a 
number of municipal authority award recipients,” said Douglas 
Bilheimer, PMAA executive director. “Many authorities are 
fortunate to have the benefi t of their long-tenured experience, 
knowledge and dedication.”

For more than 78 years, PMAA has been the primary voice of 
community-based services representing the interests of more than 
2,600 municipal authorities in Pennsylvania.

The Latrobe Bulletin‘s sister paper, the Ligonier Echo, 
recently announced that weekly publication of the paper has 
resumed, after a long absence brought on by the hardships of 
the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.

The Echo will now be published on Tuesday each week 
instead of Thursday, as it was previously, and as an added bonus 
— thanks to a continued partnership between the Bulletin and 
the Echo — a free copy of the Echo will be provided every 
Tuesday to Bulletin home delivery subscribers, starting today.

The Bulletin thanks its readers for their continued support of 
local journalism.

BY ZACH D’AMICO
Bulletin Staff Writer

A pair of new development plans were 
approved at Latrobe City Council’s meeting on 
Monday, which are set to bring an O’Reilly Auto 
Parts store and nine new multi-family homes into 
town.

The 7,200-square-foot auto parts store is set 
to replace the former site of the shuttered Laurel 
Education Center at 17 Lloyd Ave., which was 
sold by Westmoreland County Community 
College to Scottsdale, Arizona-based SimonCRE 
in January for $410,000.

Project engineer Ryan Stroup of Warrendale-
based MDM Surveyors and Engineer said plans 
call for 27 parking spaces, with two rows of 
parking each along Lloyd Avenue and behind 
the store. He said access will be available from 
Chambers Street, with two proposed driveways 
in the front and rear of the store.

Stroup said grading across the site was a main 
challenge for developers, as there is a 5-foot drop 
between Chambers Street and an alley opposite 

to it.
“In order to help remedy that, we are proposing 

to the mill and overlay the alley to kind of bring 
that up a little bit and help with those challenges,” 
he said, “to allow for better fl ow in and out of the 
site.”

Stroup said O’Reilly Auto Parts stores 
“typically have 30 parking stalls to run this type 
of building. We wouldn’t want to reduce that 
more than it already is… But if we need to make 
some changes, we are happy to look into it.”

Peter Krahenbuhl of developer SimonCRE 
said O’Reilly stores require parking in the front 
of the building. He said O’Reilly also requires 
that truck deliveries can take place in the alley.

He added that O’Reilly stores typically make 
deliveries once a week.

The store will employ nine to 12 people, 
Stroup estimated. Construction is slated to 
begin as early as April depending on weather, 
Krahenbuhl added.

BY GREG REINBOLD
Bulletin Staff Writer

While state coronavirus (COVID-19) 
guidelines are severely limiting the number 
of people permitted to be in attendance for 
Ligonier Valley School District athletic events, 
the district’s school board on Monday approved 
an agreement for equipment to livestream those 
sporting events online.

The board approved athletic spectator 
guidelines that outline the number of spectators 
— if any — that will be permitted at fall sporting 
events, how tickets will be distributed and the 
rules spectators will be required to follow at 
events.

According to the guidelines, all athletic events 
must adhere to limitations on social gatherings 
set forth in Gov. Tom Wolf’s plan for phased 

reopening, which restricts indoor gatherings to 
25 people or fewer and outdoor events to no 
more than 250 people. While there is no longer 
a restriction barring spectators from athletic 
events, the maximum capacity limits remain in 
place.

Superintendent Dr. Christine Oldham noted 
that athletes and coaches count toward the 
maximum capacity limits and said for indoor 
sports like girls’ volleyball, reserve players who 
would normally be seated on the bench now 
sometimes can’t even be inside the gymnasium 
where the match is being played. Because of the 
restrictions on indoor gatherings, spectators are 
not permitted to attend volleyball games or any 
other indoor events limited to 25 people.

Judge: Pennsylvania’s pandemic restrictions unconstitutional

Beagle-pitt bull mix Boozer 
wasn’t too sure about the 
water but Robin O’Barto 
was right there to help her 
dog at the Rogers-McFeely 
Memorial Swimming Pool 
in Latrobe on Saturday, 
Sept. 12, for Latrobe-GLSD 
Parks & Recreation’s 
Pooches in the Pool event.

In the left photo, Bob Hantz 
gives his dog Tuco a boost 
into the pool.
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Now that’s how you doggy paddle
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The Greater Latrobe Partners in Education Foundation (GLPIEF) 

recently presented donations of back-to-school classroom supplies 

and playground equipment to support the health and safety of 

Greater Latrobe School District elementary students during the 

coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.

The foundation donated bottled water and earbud headphones 

for students in each elementary classroom — 88 classrooms in all 

— at Mountain View, Baggaley and Latrobe elementary schools, 

as well as playground equipment. Each classroom received jump 

ropes, various sports balls and a bucket of sidewalk chalk.

The Greater Latrobe Partners 
In Education Foundation 
( G L P I E F )  r e c e n t l y 
presented a donation of 
new playground equipment 
and classroom supplies 
to Baggaley Elementary 
School. Getting a closer 
look at the new equipment 
are Kaitlyn Gaffney and 
Hunter Dumnich, (back row) 
GLPIEF board members 
Maria Graziano-Bickerstaff 
and Kelly Bisignani, 
Kameron Sutton, GLPIEF 
board member Kayla 
Sutton, Brody Sutton and 
GLPIEF board member Pam 
Mt. Joy.
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GLPIEF assists with 
classroom supplies, 

playground equipment

Derry Borough Municipal Authority 
member recognized for years of service

Latrobe council OKs plans 
for O’Reilly Auto Parts 

store, affordable housing 
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LV school board sets sports 
attendance policy, OKs 

livestreaming deal
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