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Greater Latrobe Senior High School students in grades 9-12 from various clubs and leadership groups volunteered 
at “You’ve Got a Friend Day” at Twin Lakes Park on Oct. 6. Volunteers were paired with students with special 
needs for a day of fun and friendship. Students had the opportunity to go on a hayride, fi sh, boat, dance to music 
provided by a DJ, jump in bouncy houses, play yard games, and pet and feed animals in a petting zoo.

GL students join ‘You’ve Got a Friend Day’

BY MATTHEW PERRONE
AND LAURAN NEERGAARD

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Food and Drug Administration 
is wrestling with whether and when to offer another dose of 
the single-shot Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine, while 
a new study out Wednesday raises the prospect that using a 
different brand as the booster might work better.

In an online review posted Wednesday, FDA scientists 
didn’t reach a fi rm conclusion about whether there’s enough 
evidence for J&J boosters, citing shortcomings with the 
company’s data and little information on protection against 
the extra-contagious delta variant of the coronavirus.

The review comes ahead of meetings Thursday and Friday 
when an FDA advisory panel will recommend whether to 
back booster doses of both the J&J and Moderna vaccines. 

That’s one step in the government’s vaccine review process: 
Next week, the FDA will make a fi nal decision on authorizing 
those boosters and then the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention will debate who actually should get them.

Adding to the complexity is whether it’s OK to use a 
booster that’s a different brand than someone’s initial shots. 
Preliminary results of a U.S. government study suggest that 
mixing and matching boosters will work at least as well — 
and maybe far better for J&J recipients. Those people had 
a stronger immune response if they got either a Moderna 
or Pfi zer shot as their booster than if they received another 
dose of the J&J vaccine, according to results posted online 
Wednesday. Mix-and-match is also up for discussion by the 
FDA panel this week.

More questions for J&J vaccine 
boosters ahead of FDA review

Excela Health was recently ranked among the 2021 College 
of Healthcare Information Management Executives (CHIME) 
Digital Health Most Wired healthcare organizations for the second 
consecutive year.

The honor comes during October, earmarked as National 
Cybersecurity Awareness Month, to acknowledge the signifi cance 
of safeguarding the vast stores of electronic data that are enveloped 
across the informational technology spectrum, including healthcare 
information.

Excela achieved a certifi ed level 7 and Special Recognition 
designation for both acute (hospital) and ambulatory (outpatient) 
performance.

Excela Health again 
honored among

Most Wired in industry

Ligonier Valley Middle School will sponsor its 29th Annual 

5K Race starting at 10 a.m. Friday, Oct. 15, to kick off Red 
Ribbon Week.

All learners in grades 6 to 8 are encouraged to participate in 

the race, which will begin at the middle school and move through 

the streets of Ligonier, which encourages living a healthy, drug-

free lifestyle. Although many students run the 5K course, others 

choose to walk the route.

National Red Ribbon Week is held each October. The National 
Federation of Parents for Drug Free Youth and the United States 

Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) joined together in 

1985 to implement the Red Ribbon Campaign to encourage 
youth to take steps to prevent substance abuse and live a healthy 

lifestyle.

Local police departments and fi re companies, along with the 
middle school staff and parents, will provide traffi c control and 
encouragement at the race.

BY MARYANN GOGNIAT EIDEMILLER
For The Bulletin

Debbie Resslar is looking for singers to join 
the New Alexandria Community Choir.

“We have a place for all levels of musicianship, 
singing as a part of the choir as well as soloists 
spots and featured descant singers,” she said.

No auditions are needed. Anyone who likes to 
sing can contact her for details about the choir’s 
fi rst meeting on Sunday at the New Alexandria 
United Methodist Church. The choir was 
temporarily suspended during the pandemic and 
will be resuming for a three-performance season 
in December. This year’s cantata is “Go Sing It 
on the Mountain” by Pepper Choplin.

“The choir has been performing since 2009 
when it was formed to commemorate New 
Alexandria’s 175th anniversary,” said Resslar, 
who lives in town.

She was teaching music at Greater Latrobe 
School District at the time. The choir was still 
going strong when she retired in 2013 after 34 
years of teaching.

She attributes its continuing success to not 
only the talent of the singers and the receptive 
audiences, but also to the friendships that have 
formed. Members come from the area and 
beyond, including from Ligonier and Johnstown.

“Through the years we have been blessed 
to have singers including present high school 
students, singing friends, family members 
and past high school acquaintances,” Resslar 
said. “They have been members from the 
Westmoreland Choral Society, the St. Vincent 
Camerata, local theater and many area churches.”

Brenda Trout of Salem Township has been a 
member since the choir started.

“When you sing with others, it makes you feel 
good and happy,” she said.

“As you’re singing, your voice becomes not 
just you, but a harmony of voices that is amazing. 
You become something bigger than yourself. 
You’re not just a choir member, but part of a 
great group of people and friends.”

BY NICK CAMMUSO
Bulletin Staff Writer

New Alexandria Borough Council’s 
discussion at Wednesday’s regular meeting 
regarding trick-or-treating went beyond simply 
setting a time and date for later this month.

Councilwoman Jennifer Graham and 
longtime community volunteer Sue Sterrett 
engaged in a back-and-forth on events being 
held the day of the holiday or the day before.

“Generally speaking, the borough had 
decided for the last few years to do it on 
the actual day of Halloween,” Graham said. 
Sterrett, meanwhile, suggested holding the 
Halloween parade and trick-or-treating on the 
same day.

“The parade and trick-or-treating worked 
really well on the same day,” public works 
department employee Andy Kolano said.

Borough firemen lead the annual parade 
and patrol the streets during trick-or-treating, 
Graham noted, adding that the department 
had not come to council before Wednesday to 
suggest a specifi c date.

Added Graham: “In my years on council, 
there has never been an issue with the fi re 
department blocking off the roads and making 
sure kids are safe when trick-or-treating (is 
taking place).”

Citing stress, Sterrett abruptly left the meeting 

and told council she is fi nished organizing the 
event, which she has done for roughly 15 years.

Council approved a motion to send Sterrett an 
apology letter, asking her to reconsider ending 
her involvement with Halloween planning.

Council also approved to hold the annual 
Halloween parade starting at 5 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 30, with trick-or-treating in the borough 
to follow from 6 to 8 p.m. The borough fi re 
department plans to buy 1,000 treat bags for 
children attending the parade.

Some council members expressed concerns 
that people will be “roaming” the borough on 
Sunday, Oct. 31, with the impression that trick-
or-treating is that day. Borough offi cials said 
they will get the word out regarding the Oct. 30 
events through social media and newspapers.

Also Tuesday, council approved to spend up 
to $4,000 for a borough leaf collection unit.

“You’re providing a nice service,” Council 
President Tim Ruane said of the device, which 
will assist with residential leaf pickups.

There is no set timetable when any purchased 
leaf collection unit will arrive, but council 
approved tentative leaf pickup times on Nov. 
1 for the east side of the borough, Nov. 8 for 
the west side and Nov. 15 for any remaining 
residents or call-ins.

BY RITA GIESEY

For The Bulletin

Russ Raisig, a volunteer from Soldiers and 
Sailors Memorial Hall, will present “Korean War 

Footlocker” at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 19, as part of 

the 2021 historic photo show “Faces of Ligonier 

Valley: Veterans of the Korean War Era” in the 

Pennsylvania Room of the Ligonier Valley Library.

Raisig will focus on a soldier’s life in the war 
including their equipment and experiences. Items 

in the footlocker will include artifacts from the 

museum’s collection, documents and photos.

Registration is open for the program. For 
additional information or to register, call 724-238-
6451 or visit www.ligonierlibrary.org.

BY LOUISE F. FRITZ
Lifestyles Editor

Here’s a glance at upcoming Halloween 
celebrations scheduled in local communities:

LATROBE

Latrobe City Council announced Trick or 
Treat will be held 4 to 6 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 
30, in the city. There will be no parade.

UNITY TOWNSHIP

According to the Unity Township website 
calendar, Trick or Treat will begin 6 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 31.

LIGONIER

Ligonier Valley Chamber of Commerce 
announced updated hours:

Merchant Trick or Treat will be 5 to 6 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 30.

Ligonier Borough and Ligonier Township 
Trick or Treat will be 6 to 8 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 30.

BOLIVAR

The annual Tri–Community Halloween 
Parade will be held 2 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 31, 

in Bolivar. Lineup for the parade will be on 
Lincoln Street between 4th and 5th streets. 
The parade will proceed to the fi re station, 
where treats will be provided to all costumed 
participants. Cash prizes also will be awarded. 
(Fairfi eld and West Wheatfi eld townships are 
the other two communities involved.)

Questions may be directed to Bolivar VFC 
Chief John Speidel at 724–676–4714.

DERRY TOWNSHIP

Derry Township Supervisors said Trick or 
Treat will be underway 5 to 8 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 30, in the township.

DERRY BOROUGH

Derry Borough Council set the borough’s 
Trick or Treat times the same as Derry Township 
— 5 to 8 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 30.

NEW ALEXANDRIA

Trick or Treat is slated 6 to 8 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 30, and the parade will start at 5 p.m., 
according to New Alexandria Borough Council.

(Any municipalities not included here may 
email details to lb.society@verizon.net.)

Local communities prepare 
to celebrate Halloween

LVMS annual 5K 
race set Friday

New Alexandria OKs 
Halloween times, but 

not without discussion

New Alex Community Choir 
looking for new members

Photo by Kathy Giesey

Paula Cooper of Ligonier loaned the uniform of her father, U.S. Army Corporal Lee H 
McCauley, with a photo of his unit and Dennis Newkirk, currently of New York, loaned 
a U.S. Rifl e Qualifi cation medal for display during the 2021 historic photography 
show in the Pennsylvania Room of the Ligonier Valley Library. Also pictured is 
Shirley Iscrupe, Pennsylvania Room archivist.

‘Korean War Footlocker’ 
focus of latest library show
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