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Fresh off an unforgettable showing at the Westminster Ken-
nel Club Dog Show, a beloved pup with local ties is set to be 
a main attraction at one of Westmoreland County’s biggest 
events.

Daniel, a champion golden retriever from Ligonier Town-
ship, will take part in the Fort Ligonier Days parade later this 
year. Fort Days is slated for Oct. 9-11, with the parade to be 
held at 11 a.m. Oct. 10 as part of the three-day event.

Fort Ligonier Days parade committee chairman Tom Sta-
blein said plans are in place for Daniel to ride in a convertible 
with his owner and breeder, Tammy Tomlinson.

“We’re excited about it — Daniel is pretty special,” Stablein 
said, adding that several people contacted him the day after the 
Westminster show to inquire about Daniel’s being part of Fort 
Days.

Added Tomlinson: “I think it’s going to be cool and Daniel 
will love it.”

Daniel, a 5-year-old whose full name is Hillock’s Jack Dan-
iel’s, stole the show last month at the 144th annual Westminster 
Kennel Club Dog Show in New York City.

Daniel won best-in-breed and best sporting dog at the show, 
held at Madison Square Garden. He was the overwhelming 
fan favorite to win best in show at the event — receiving loud 
cheers from crowd and intense support on social media — but 
the top prize went to Siba, a standard black poodle.

Daniel, who was assisted by handler and trainer Karen Mam-
mano, competed against six other dogs for best in show. During 
the live television broadcast of the event, the crowd could be 
heard chanting, “Daniel! Daniel!”

Unfortunately for golden lovers, the breed has yet to win best 
in show at the event, which dates back to 1877. Daniel’s strong 
showing marked the first time since 2006 that a golden retriever 
advanced to the best in show’s final round.

Golden retrievers are the third most popular breed in the 
U.S., according to the American Kennel Club. And that popu-
larity was apparent during this year’s Westminster show, with 
fans flocking to Twitter to post the hashtag #DanielWasRobbed 
after event judge Bob Slay tabbed Siba as best in show.

By NICK CAMMUSO
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Beloved golden retriever 
to take part in Fort 

Ligonier Days parade

CRESSON — Ligonier 
Valley boys’ basketball coach 
made a bold prediction after 
last Friday night’s District 
6 Class AAA championship 
game.

“We’re going to get back to 
work (this) week, and we’re 
going to win a state playoff 
game,” Berger said. “That’s 
the goal. I’d like to win more 
than one, but that’s the imme-
diate goal.”

Berger is hoping a disap-
pointing showing against 
Richland at Mount Aloysius 
College will light a new fire 
under his Rams.

Ligonier couldn’t buy a bas-
ket — or even a point — early 
in the game, quickly falling 
behind by double figures as 
it had its 20-game winning 
streak snapped, 62-45.

It was the third year in a row 
the teams played for District 
6 gold. Ligonier Valley won 
in 2018, but Richland got re-
venge last year.

Berger’s squad just couldn’t 
find the hoop. Ligonier Valley 
missed its first 10 shots. The 
Rams wound up going 13 of 
51 from the floor and three of 
26 from three-point range in 
producing its lowest point to-
tal of the season.

It was the third time all sea-
son Ligonier Valley was held 
to fewer than 60.

Junior guard Matthew 
Marinchak made a pair of 
high-arching treys for LV and 
finished with a game-high 22 
points. Senior guard Michael 
Marinchak added 13 before 
fouling out with 2:04 to play.

Only two other players 
scored for Ligonier Valley, 
which will take a 23-3 record 
into the state playoffs.

Michael Marinchak pulled 

no punches when assessing 
the performance.

“We were just off from the 
beginning,” Michael Marin-
chak said. “They caught us 
on a lucky night, because, if 
we’re on, we’re killing them. 
We just played like garbage.”

It was a frustrating game for 
Ligonier Valley, which was 
down 13-0 before Isaac Neid-
balson’s layup off a Matthew 

Marinchak assist.
The more disappointing 

part of the setback was that 
Ligonier Valley had managed 
to bottle up Richland point 
guard Caleb Burke for two 
quarters and even forced him 
to the bench when Matthew 
Marichak enticed him into 
a third foul with 3:36 to go 
in the first half. Burke, who 
was averaging 17.9 points per 

game, has just two points at 
the half.

Meanwhile, Trent Rozich, 
one of Richland’s other top 
scorers had been limited to a 
first-quarter three-pointer.

It was the players who usu-
ally comprise Richland’s sup-
porting cast that led the Laurel 
Highlands Athletic Confer-
ence squad to building a lead 
of as much as 17 points in the 
first half.

“We had a bunch of guys 
step up,” Richland coach 
Greg Burke said. “When 
we’ve done our best this year, 
we’ve had a bunch of guys 
equal-scoring.”

Junior forward Jordan Ford 
had his first-ever double fig-
ure game, powering inside for 
all 13 of his points in the first 
half. Another 6-foot-3 junior, 
Josh Stem came off the bench 
to add four in the first quarter 
and finished the game with 
eight.

Those two players entered 
the contest averaging 7.9 
points per game.

“I didn’t see that on film 
with Stem,” Berger said. “It is 
what it is. Richland came out 
and played a good game.”

Ligonier Valley got the defi-
cit down to eight in the second 
quarter with Caleb Burke on 
the bench, but a technical foul 
whistled on Cooper Mills on a 
tie-up triggered a 5-0 run that 
allowed Richland to maintain 
a double-figure lead at the 
half.

Caleb Burke got going in 
the second half to keep LV 
from gathering any momen-
tum, scoring seven on his way 
to a 17-point night. Koby Bai-
ley finished with 15 for Rich-
land.

Ligonier Valley got it down 
to a 10-point margin on Mat-

By PHIL CMOR
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Slow start costs Rams win against 
Richland in district title game

To date, Ligonier Borough has not formally 

considered regulating short-term vacation rent-

als listed in online marketplaces such as Airb-

nb and HomeAway.

However, the topic continues to come in 

front of the borough’s planning commission.

The planning commission on Feb. 25 again 
dismissed the idea of drafting zoning rules for 

short-term rentals of single-family homes or 

their individual rooms in Ligonier Borough.

Citing no apparent problems with existing 
rentals in town — more than a dozen are cur-
rently listed on Airbnb.com — last June the 
commission decided to continue studying this 
use before considering a new ordinance or zon-
ing ordinance amendment.

Ligonier Borough resident and attorney 
Richard Flickinger resurrected the topic at the 
planning commission’s September meeting 
and on Feb. 25 returned with some lingering 
questions.

Flickinger asked if and how the zoning ordi-
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Ligonier Borough planners resume 
talk on short-term vacation rentals

The Ligonier Valley Historical Society’s 29th Annual 
Tastes of the Town is scheduled for Thursday, April 23, at 
Laurel Mountain Ski Resort.

Enjoy a tasting of mouth-watering appetizers, entrées, 
desserts and pastries from area restaurants, bakeries and 
delis.

You can also vote for your favorite restaurant to win 
“Crowd Favorite” (the “Big Fork Award”). Last year’s 
winner was Foggy Mountain Lodge.

Tickets cost $40 for historical society members and 
$45 for non-members. Tickets are available for purchase 
at Betsy’s of Ligonier, Post and Rail Men’s Shop and the 
Ligonier Valley Historical Society offices at Compass Inn 
Museum in Laughlintown.

The event serves as a fundraiser for educational pro-
grams at Compass Inn Museum, as well as core support 
for the society’s mission of “Keeping Our History Alive.”

Tastes of the Town also will feature a basket raffle, mys-
tery money envelopes and a special raffle offering three 
exciting prizes.

Contact the historical society at 724-238-6818 for more 
information about table reservations and sponsorship 
packages.

LV Historical Society’s 
29th Annual Tastes of 
the Town set April 23
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Ligonier Township golden retriever Daniel, pictured with 
handler and trainer Karen Mammano, is slated to take 
part in the Fort Ligonier Days parade in October. The 
5-year-old won best-in-breed and best sporting dog last 
month at the Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show in 
New York City.

See BELOVED on Page 2

Ligonier Valley’s Nick Roddy and Brooke Roadman are 
headed to the state championships.

Roddy, a sophomore, and Roadman, a senior, both captured 
the District 6 Class 2A championship in diving at State College 
High School on Feb. 27.

The PIAA Class 2A State Championships will run March 11-
14 at Bucknell University in Lewisburg. Derry Area’s Ali Cow-
an will join Roddy and Roadman, and also compete in Class 
2A action.

Roddy broke his 11-dive record, previously established 
during his victory at the Westmoreland County Coaches As-
sociation meet in January. Roddy, who also owns the school’s 
six-dive record, broke his prior 11-dive record mark of 418.90.

“He had the best meet of his life,” said Trish Brownlee, Li-
gonier Valley’s diving coach. “He has been diving since this 
summer and made tremendous amounts of progress over the 
last few months.”

Brownlee said that Roddy has several years of background 
in gymnastics, which helped the transition to becoming a diver.

“He went from a WCCA champion to a District 6 champion 
within one month,” Brownlee said.

By DAN SCIFO
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LV’s Roddy, Roadman 
capture D6 diving 

championships
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Ligonier Valley senior Brooke Roadman and sophomore 
Nick Roddy captured diving titles during the District 6 
Class AA Championships on Feb. 27 at State College 
High School.

See GAME on Page 7

Photo by Bob Leslie

Ligonier Valley’s Matthew Marinchak goes up to the 
basket between Richland defenders Trent Rozich and 
Jordan Ford during last Friday night’s District 6 Class 
AAA championship game at Mount Aloysius College 
in Cresson. Despite Marinchak’s game-high 22 points, 
the Rams lost to Richland, 62-45, and will now enter the 
state playoffs as the district runner-up, facing the WPI-
AL fifth-place team in the first round Saturday (March 7). 
See more photos on  Page 7.
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