
The Ligonier Echo
50¢A WEST PENN MEDIA GROUP newspaper

The Ligonier EchoThe Ligonier Echo
A Community Paper for Local People. To Subscribe, call 724-238-2111

Voice of the Ligonier Valley since 1888

WEST PENN
MEDIA GROUPWelcome to the Ligonier Echo

Thursday, August 8, 2019

In the left photo, Noah 
Knupp, 6, of Ligonier 
gets his frog to leap out 
of the circle at the Frog 
Jumping Contest at the 
Laurel Valley Elementary 
School football field.

Westmoreland County de-
tectives and City of Jeannette 
police are investigating the 
death of a Ligonier woman 
during a traffic stop.

Police said April J. Clai-
borne, 31, of Ligonier, was 
found dead in the front pas-
senger seat of a vehicle during 
a traffic stop the morning of 
Friday, July 26, at Lowry Av-
enue and Park Street in Jean-
nette.

Claiborne was found lying 
face down in the seat, which 
was in a reclined position, po-
lice said. The driver of the ve-
hicle was not identified.

The Westmoreland Coun-
ty Coroner’s Office told the 
Echo that Claiborne was pro-
nounced dead at the scene. An 
autopsy was performed re-
cently.

The coroner’s office is un-
able to determine the cause of 
death until toxicology results 
are available, which will not 
be for several weeks. Accord-

ing to her obituary, Claiborne 
had been employed as a coun-
selor for Community Options 
in Washington. She received 
her bachelor’s degree from St. 
Vincent College.

She was buried in Hillview 
Cemetery in Hempfield Town-
ship.

Authorities: Ligonier 
woman found dead in 

vehicle during traffic stop
Planned upgrades to Ligo-

nier Township Municipal Au-
thority (LTMA)’s water sys-
tem will likely bring increased 
quarterly bills for customers, 
the authority’s board reiterat-
ed at its Wednesday, July 31, 
meeting.

Earlier this year, Lindsey 
Greenleaf of Singer Account-
ing told the board that $4.5 
million in proposed water sys-
tem upgrades to better control 
pressure throughout the sys-
tem are feasible, if the LTMA 
increases its water rates.

The board said rate hikes 
on the water side are likely, 
but didn’t offer many details 
on July 31. Board member 
John Beaufort said the LTMA 
planned to discuss rate fig-
ures, along with a possible 
implementation date, at this 
week’s meeting on Aug. 7. 
Details on the business of that 
meeting were unavailable pri-
or to presstime for this week’s 

Echo.
“I hate to do it — I have to 

pay the bill too,” Beaufort said 
of the rate increases, which 
will be limited to the water 
side.

In order to maintain a re-
serve of at least $1 million 
for any unforeseen repairs or 
projects and keep an operating 
surplus of at least $100,000 
per year, Greenleaf previously 
suggested increasing the flat 
rate for water service from $6 
per month ($8 for customers 
in the Waterford area) to $11. 
That flat monthly rate would 
increase by $1 every five years 
in under the suggested finan-
cial plan. Usage fees would 
also increase, from 84 cents 
per 100 gallons to 90 cents, 
with annual increases of 3% 
to keep up with inflation, she 
said.

Greenleaf said the figures 
are based on 20-year financing 
for the projects through the 
Pennsylvania Infrastructure 
Investment Authority (Penn-
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LTMA likely  
to raise water rates

Parking spaces around the 
Ligonier Diamond will be 
filled with shinning, vintage 
reminders of days gone by 
and are sure to stir up nostal-
gic memories of the past when 
antique and classic cars roll 
into town for the Ligonier Val-
ley Chamber of Commerce’s 
annual The Stroll 5 to 9 p.m. 
Friday, Aug. 9.

Shops and restaurants will 
be open late and there will be 
a children’s activity area fea-
turing cutout forms for photo 
opportunities.

Ligonier Radio will set 
the mood with 1950s music, 
Swing City will perform and 
the dance contest will start at 
8 p.m. Poodle skirts and 1950s 
attire is welcome to achieve 
the full thrill of strolling back 
in time on the Ligonier Dia-
mond.

“The Stroll is a fun-filled 

nostalgic event that allows ev-
eryone to ‘stroll’ back to the 
fabulous 1950s,” said Scott 
Haines, executive director of 
the Ligonier Valley Chamber 
of Commerce. “Enjoy a slice 
of prize-winning pie with ice 
cream, get a burger and sup-
port Ligonier’s fire company. 
Bring your best girl and expe-
rience the sounds of the 1950s 
with Ligonier Radio and 
Swing City. Break out your 
dancing shoes and compete 
in the dance contest. Relive 
and expose your little ones to 
the Pinewood Derby with the 
Scouts. This is a can’t miss re-
turn to the glory days. See you 
at The Stroll.”

More than 150 antique cars 
are expected at the event and 
the new Diamond Park will 
provide the perfect backdrop 
for a night full of activities for 
all ages.

“With Merchant Sidewalk 
Sales all day and stores open 
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The Stroll takes 
Diamond Park  

back in time

See STROLL on Page 2

See LTMA on Page 3

After providing services for more 
than 40 years at St. Michael’s of the 
Valley Episcopal Church in Rector, 
the Ligonier Valley Food Pantry is 
moving its operation to Holy Trinity 
Church in Ligonier.

The volunteer group recently 
learned it would need to relocate be-
cause of the expansion of the Wood 
Bridge Preschool program at St. Mi-
chael’s of the Valley. The group need-
ed to find a place large enough for 
100-150 families plus workers, five 
refrigerators, a desk and a filing cabi-
net, and which is handicapped acces-
sible with ample parking.

It plans to use a facility on the Holy 
Trinity campus in the former Holy 
Trinity School gymnasium/cafeteria 
building on West Vincent Street for 

the Aug. 17 distribution.
“We are in the process of securing 

the proper insurance requirements 
for running our operation at Holy 
Trinity,” said Bob Winters, who has 
been volunteering at the food pantry 
for the past 40 years. “I live right next 
door to the pantry in Rector so I have 
always been able to volunteer there.”

Winters, 83, is also in the process 
of moving into Ligonier and plans to 
continue to volunteer at the new food 
pantry location.

“I have been helping at the food 
pantry for 40 years and figure I will 
probably help another year or so,” 
Winters said. “I just always felt I 
needed to do this. We have to give 
back what we get, for what God has 
given us.”

Winters hopes the new location 
will attract a younger generation of 
people to step up and volunteer at the 

food pantry. He also hopes the loca-
tion will be more convenient for the 
people in need of the food services.

“I think the area is more central-
ly located and will be a more effi-
cient location. People come from 
the northern and southern part of the 
Valley, mostly,” he said. “It will also 
be easier for people to access now. It 
will all be on one level and the bigger 
space is ideal.”

The food pantry service is admin-
istered by the Ligonier Valley Asso-
ciation of Churches. It is an extension 
of the Westmoreland County Food 
Bank in Delmont.

“The Ligonier Valley Association 
of Churches has been very thankful 
for the opportunity to utilize St Mi-
chael’s of the Valley Church over 
the past years for the distribution of 
the food pantry items,” said the as-
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Ligonier Valley Food Pantry to relocate
August distribution moved to Holy Trinity facility

See PANTRY on Page 3

Children’s arts and crafts 
activities, a butterfly release 
and an annual harvest din-
ner are among the events the 
Ligonier Country Market 
(LCM) and the Loyalhan-
na Watershed Association 
(LWA) have planned for 
National Farmers Market 
Week, which will be cele-
brated Aug. 4-10.

The Farmers Market 
Coalition holds the annual 
celebration to showcase the 
value that farmers markets 
bring to their local commu-
nities.

“We have many activities 
planned for Saturday, Aug. 
10, to bring the message of 
National Farmers Market 
week home to Ligonier and 
surrounding communities,” 
said Cari Frei, LCM’s ex-
ecutive director. “We invite 
everyone in our community 

to visit the market Aug. 10 
to celebrate with us — and 
to participate in the farm-
to-table lifestyle by eating 
nutritious, locally sourced 
foods and supporting local 
farmers and food produc-
ers.”

Frei also invited shoppers 
to visit the LCM throughout 
the season to see all that the 
market has to offer — from 
home-grown foods to local-
ly crafted items.

From 8 a.m. to noon 
Aug. 10, the market will 
host a slate of activities to 
celebrate National Farmers 
Market Week, including the 
following:

• Free arts and crafts ac-
tivity for kids: Market mas-
cots Daisy Mae and Lilly 
Lavender will lead kids in 
creating vegetable stamped 

LCM announces  
Aug. 10 activities  

for National Farmers 
Market Week

See LCM on Page 8
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Hop to 
it, little 
froggy

In the right photo, Chad 
Shank, 13, scares his 

frog to go one way, but 
it doesn’t cooperate and 
leaps over his shoulder, 

instead at the Fairfield 
Boys Club’s 50th annual 

Frog Jumping Contest 
on Saturday. See more 

photos on Page 2.

Submitted photo

Betsy’s of Ligonier employees Kim Garby and Alyssa 
Lape, owner Debbie Sarault and employee Julene Sabo-
lik wear 1960s attire as they greet customers during The 
Stroll in Ligonier at a previous year’s event. This year’s 
Stroll is scheduled from 5 to 9 p.m. Friday, Aug. 9. See 
another photo on Page 2.
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