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BY NICK CAMMUSO
Bulletin Staff Writer

Derry Area School District 
property taxes are projected to 
go up this coming school year, 
but not as much as initially 
expected.

At Thursday’s regular 
meeting, the Derry Area School 
Board adopted the district’s 
tentative 2020-21 budget, which 
includes a 2-mill hike in property 
taxes. The spending plan was 
approved via a 6-3 roll call vote, 
with Kevin Liberoni, Mark 
Maloy and Sean Kemmerer 
casting the dissenting votes.

A copy of the tentative budget 
will be available for inspection 
on the district website.

The millage rate represents 
a change from the spending 
plan Derry Area Administrative 
Assistant for Business Affairs 
Joe Koluder presented to school 
directors last month, which 
called for a 3-mill tax increase.

According to budget figures, 
the district was able to chop 
a mill from initial spending 
projections by making $258,939 
in reductions.

Under the tentative budget, 
those decreases include cuts 
to principals at the district’s 
three buildings — $15,200 at 
Grandview Elementary School, 
$10,400 at Derry Area Middle 
School and $14,500 at Derry 
Area High School.

Additional savings were made 
by making cuts in the following 
departments:  EWAVTS 
($119,962), special education 
salary/benefits ($99,727), 
summer/special ($11,640) 
and athletic director ($9,690), 
respectively.

The budget changes also 
include a $22,080 bump 
in workers’ compensation 

insurance.
Under Thursday’s approved 

tentative budget, the proposed 
increase would raise the tax 
rate to 91.8 mills, according 
to budget figures provided to 
the Bulletin. The school board 
last spring approved a final 
budget with a 2-mill increase in 
property taxes. Before that, the 

board moved forward with a 
5-mill tax increase in 2018-19, a 
2.8-mill increase in 2017-18 and 
a 2.5-mill bump in 2016-17.

Each mill is projected to 
generate $135,258 in 2020-21, 
compared to $135,318 for the 
current fiscal school year. A 
2-mill increase would cost the 
average residential taxpayer 
within the district an additional 
$24.58 in new taxes.

The tax increase, district 
officials said, is required largely 
because of a lack of educational 
funding from the state. 
According to budget projections, 
Derry Area is expected to 
receive $20.4 million in funding 
from state sources for the 2020-
21 school year, a decrease of 
$58,880. Basic education and 
special education are the two 
main subsidies the district 
receives from the state.

The tentative budget also 
shows a sizable increase — 
57.3% — in federal funding. 
Derry Area is projected to 
receive $1.2 million at the 
federal level for the coming 
school year compared to just 
over $780,000 in 2019-20. Also 
projected is a slight drop in local 
sources at 0.2%.

The tentative spending plan 
calls for a $98,074 decrease, 
or a drop of 0.4%, in salaries 
and benefits for the upcoming 
school year. The budget also 
includes additional spending in 
special education (an increase 
of $443,875) and transportation 
($76,480), along with a small 
hike in plant operations ($3,665).

The district’s debt service is 
projected to be $63,500 less, 
totaling just over $2.75 million, 
compared to the current fiscal 
school year.

The Latrobe Bulletin will not publish on Monday, May 
25, in observance of Memorial Day. The paper will resume 
publication on Tuesday, May 26.

BY NICK CAMMUSO
Bulletin Staff Writer

Arnold Palmer Regional Airport will resume 
full operations from the Unity Township facility 
to three cities next month, airport officials 
announced on Thursday.

Westmoreland County Airport Authority 
Executive Director Gabe Monzo said full service 
to Orlando and Fort Lauderdale in Florida along 
with Myrtle Beach in South Carolina will begin 
June 25.

Travelers wishing to book a flight out of the 
airport should go to www.spirit.com or download 
the Spirit Airlines mobile application to handle 
travel plans.

“It’s good to see Spirit Airlines return to 
operations at the airport,” Monzo said. “Our 
staff is excited and has been working very hard to 
make our airport compliant with the latest CDC 

and FAA regulations regarding the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“It is (the staff’s) effort sanitizing and 
disinfecting all public areas of the airport that 
have allowed to us meet the standards to reopen. 
Additionally, we are committed to operating our 
airport at the highest standards required in order 
to support Spirit Airlines flight operations.”

Airport officials said travelers will be required 
to wear appropriate face coverings over the nose 
and mouth when inside the airport terminal or 
traveling with Spirit Airlines. Young children are 
exempt from this requirement, officials added.

To make flight reservations at the airport in 
person, call 724-539-8100 between 9 a.m. and 
3 p.m. Monday through Friday to make an 
appointment.

BY ZACH D’AMICO
For The Bulletin

The day for cookouts, family 
gatherings, and honoring those 
who died serving the United 
States, will be different this year 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Local Memorial Day services 
have been altered amid lockdown 
restrictions, while others have 
been cancelled altogether.

Though the annual Memorial 
Day parade in downtown 
Latrobe will not take place 
this year, Latrobe Legion Post 
515 is holding a nonpublic 
service Monday, May 25, in a 
coordinated effort with Latrobe 
VFW Post 3414 and No. 738 
Rolling Rock Detachment of 
The Marine Corps League.

The service will be recorded 
and later broadcast online, 
according to post commander 
Barry Novosel.

“We are limiting it to officers 
of the three organizations,” 
Novosel said, so the gathering 
does not exceed 25 individuals in 
accordance with state guidelines.

The nonpublic service will 
include a firing squad, Novosel 
says.

On its Facebook page, the City 
of Latrobe posted the following 
message relating to Memorial 

Day: “The City of Latrobe 
Administration and Transfer 
Station will be closed for 
business on Monday, May 25, 
in observance of Memorial Day.

“Sadly, this year we cannot 
come together as a community to 
honor and remember those who 
lost their lives while securing our 
freedom. Please take a moment 
in silence to remember those 
brave soles and remember their 
sacrifice.”

BY MICHAEL RUBINKAM
AND MARC LEVY
The Associated Press

HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — Some counties 

in Pennsylvania could see practically all of the 

state’s pandemic restrictions on business activity 

and gatherings lifted in the coming days, other than 

social-distancing and health-monitoring guidelines 

that are in place to help stop the spread of the 

coronarivus.

Thursday’s announcement by Gov. Tom Wolf — 

that some counties could get to move to the least-

restrictive “green” phase of his three-color traffic-
signal reopening plan stages — could become 

official on Friday.
“So I’ll be announcing a whole range of counties 

tomorrow moving from red to yellow and the 
hope is that we’ll also be making some counties 
that might even be moving from yellow to green 
tomorrow,” Wolf told reporters on a conference 
call.

With the number of new infections slowing, 
Wolf has been easing social distancing restrictions 
and allowing many businesses to reopen in lightly 
impacted areas of the state.

It is not clear, exactly, what restrictions, if any, 
will remain in place in the green phase.

Investigators found “a few items” that are 
being sent out for further analysis, but did not 
uncover any human remains while serving 
a search warrant Wednesday and Thursday 
at a Unity Township property owned by the 
estranged boyfriend of a woman who has been 
missing for more than two years, state police 
spokesman Tpr. Steven Limani said.

State police, aided by an excavator, volunteer 
firefighters and area college professors 
specializing in biology and anthropology 
combed a wooded area of the property owned 
by Thomas George Stanko, 49, for evidence 
related to the April 2018 disappearance of Unity 
Township woman Cassandra Gross. Stanko’s 
mother, Almira Stanko, lives at the home along 
White Fence Lane, adjacent to Unity Cemetery, 
where the search effort focused this week.

Limani said around 20 troopers and volunteers 
were focused on a wooded area of the White 
Fence Lane property to assist with the search, 
including heavy equipment operators ready to 
break ground if evidence warranted.

State police had previously searched the 
property, and were at another Unity Township 
home owned by Stanko to serve a search 
warrant nearly a year ago.

Investigators were seen entering a home on 
Macey Road near Baggaly and searching the 
surrounding property throughout the day July 
16.

Police did not reveal any additional 
information about the results of the search at 
the Macey Road home.

BY NICK CAMMUSO
Bulletin Staff Writer

Citing a number of 
alleged infractions, the 
Derry Area School Board on 
Thursday voted to formally 
“disapprove” of Sean M. 
Kemmerer as as a school 
director.

Kemmerer, a school board 
newcomer who earned a 
four-year seat in November’s 
general election, was accused 
of failing to adhere to a 
number of board principles. 
In a statement read during 
Thursday’s regular meeting, 
school board president David 
Krinock said those alleged 
failed principles included: 
Not promoting open, 
honest, respectful dialogue 
among the board, staff and 
community; not protecting 
board confidentiality, and 
not honoring the sanctity of 
executive session.

Derry Area approves 
tentative budget

with 2-mill tax hike
DASB votes
to formally 
‘disapprove’ 

of board 
member 

Police: No human remains found 
in Cassandra Gross search

Governor eyes lifting of many 
more pandemic restrictions

Local Memorial Day 
services undergo 

changes, cancellations
No Bulletin on Memorial Day

Photo by Maryann G. Eidemiller

It’s that time of year again when herds of white-tailed deer welcome new fawns. On 
Tuesday morning, this little newborn was spotted under a car in the driveway of Bulletin 
contributing writer Maryann Gogniat Eidemiller of Greensburg. It hung around all day 
between her yard, a neighbor’s yard, and went across the road several times to another 
neighbor’s yard. It even ended up on Eidemiller’s front steps. The fawn’s mother came 
by several times to check on her baby, and the two eventually disappeared. A herd of 
deer lives in the woods bordering the Saybrook Village neighborhood.

New life springs forth

Palmer airport to resume full 
operations to three cities June 25

Those who purchased tickets to the March 
13-15 Greater Latrobe Senior High School 
performance of “Mamma Mia!” and were not 
able to attend the show because of coronavirus 
(COVID-19) attendance restrictions can 
now claim a refund for their in-person ticket 
purchases. Refunds for in-person ticket 
purchases will be available in the Greater 
Latrobe Senior High School auditorium lobby 
on the following schedule:

• 6-8 p.m. Tuesday, May 26, and Thursday, 
June 11;

• 1-3 p.m. Thursday, May 28, and Tuesday 
June 9.

Those seeking refunds for in-person ticket 
purchases should bring their purchased tickets. 
Those who paid with cash will receive a cash 
refund while those who paid by check will have 
their checks returned.

BY ZACH D’AMICO
For The Bulletin

With many of its programs having been 
cancelled or postponed amid the coronavirus 
pandemic, Latrobe-GLSD Parks & Recreation 
has set June 9 as a tentative start date for the 
Latrobe Farmers Market.

The popular summer market is slated to 
begin the second Tuesday in June from noon 
to 4 p.m. at Legion-Keener Park in Latrobe.

Latrobe-GLSD is following guidelines 
provided by the Pennsylvania Recreation & 
Parks Society, which allow farmers markets 
to open during the yellow phase of the state’s 
reopening plan.

The guidelines mandate that vendors operate 
at a minimum of 10 feet apart, and patrons 
observe social distancing while wearing masks 
and gloves.

Refunds planned 
for in-person 

‘Mamma Mia!’ 
ticket purchases

Latrobe-GLSD 
Parks & Rec sets 
tentative date for 
farmers market
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