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Idlewild & SoakZone will 
launch its 2021 season on 
Saturday, May 29 — a date 
that harkens back to days when 
Pennsylvania’s oldest operating 
amusement park traditionally 
opened on Memorial Day 
weekend.

Park officials released an 
abbreviated 2021 schedule 
last week that includes more 
operating days than in 2020 — 
a year the novel coronavirus 
(COVID-19) made logistically 
and financially challenging for 
Idlewild and the amusement 
park industry overall.

Idlewild will generally close 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
in June and August and on 
Tuesdays in July, ending 
the season on Labor Day, 
Sept. 6. The park’s calendar 
reflects a tentative “base-case 
scenario” and may be updated 
if conditions improve with the 
ongoing pandemic.

Several Idlewild attractions 
that did not open in 2020 are 
returning this year, including 
Story Book Forest and Captain 
Kidd’s Adventure Galley 
waterplay area in SoakZone.

Improvements have been 
underway for the 143-year-
old amusement park in 
Ligonier Township. Idlewild’s 
maintenance crew spent the 
off-season finishing upgrades 
to the main restroom facility 
in Olde Idlewild and beginning 
an in-house carousel restoration 
— two pieces of a “long-
term revitalization project,” 
according to the park’s press 
release.

“This has been a most unusual 
offseason for us as we had a 
smaller staff and were often 
working remotely. However, 
many projects like the restroom 
renovation and some general 
sprucing up of park facilities 
did proceed over the winter,” 
Idlewild director of marketing 
Jeff Croushore told the Echo.

The park posted sneak peeks 
of these improvements on social 
media earlier this year. The new 
bathrooms include a merry-go-
round theme with a replica 
horse and will feature washbar-
style sinks with individual hand 
dryers. Construction began in 
early March 2020 before the 
COVID-19 shutdown delayed 
the project.

“The renovation incorporates 
some whimsy with the nostalgic 
feel of the park, also adding 
state-of-the-art convenience. 
The sinks allow guests to 
dispense soap, rinse, and dry 
their hands all in one spot 
without having to move their 
feet,” Croushore explained.

Over the winter, Ed Ostroski 
and Morgan Walker repainted 
and refinished several horses 
from the historic Philadelphia 
Toboggan Company No. 83 
carousel, which was installed at 
Idlewild in 1931 after spending 
one season in Atlantic City, 
New Jersey.

The park will gradually 
tackle the rest of the horses, 
two chariots and the carousel 
structure. The last widescale 
restoration of PTC No. 83 
— one of the last wooden 
carousels the company built — 
was completed between 1984-
86.

“The carousel restoration 
will be an ongoing project 
that began this year and will 
continue in stages for the next 
few years. We are lucky to have 
some talented artists as part of 
our team and who love the work 
of restoring these magnificent 
horses,” Croushore said.

Staffing changes for this year 
include the loss of longtime 
assistant general manager 
Ricky Spicuzza, who after 
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Candidates running in the 
May 18 primary election 
are reminded that they have 
up until Friday, April 30, to 
submit an announcement 
with a photo to the Ligonier 
Echo.

Any announcements 
received after April 30 will 
not be published.

Candidates are encouraged 
to submit as much 
information as they can and 
also to include a contact 
phone number.

The Ligonier Echo 
reserves the right to edit and 
shorten any announcement.

Submit a candidate 
announcement and photo to 
editor@ligonier-echo.com.

Reminder on 
Ligonier Echo 
election policy

BY ZACH D’AMICO
For The Echo

An early birthday present was waiting for Mailey 
Lopes at the Westmoreland County courthouse lawn 
in Greensburg last month.

Mailey, who has Down syndrome, turned 9 on 
March 14.

Her favorite show being “Sesame Street,” Mailey 
wore a beaming smile beneath her Cookie Monster-
themed mask and said, “I’m a big shot,” as she tried 
out her new adaptive bike courtesy of Variety — the 
Children’s Charity.

“You couldn’t ask for it to be better,” said Rachel 
Lopes, Mailey’s mother. “Her birthday is on World 
Down Syndrome Day. This is like perfect timing.” 
Mailey’s parents are Bob and Rachel Lopes. The 
family lives in Cook Township, and Mailey attends 
school within the Ligonier Valley School District.

In total, Pine Township-based Variety presented 
five bikes and three strollers to Westmoreland County 
children with disabilities on March 16.

Variety provides adaptive equipment at no cost to 
families who meet income guidelines with children 
ages 3 to 21 who have mental, physical or sensory 
disabilities. For example, a family of four can make 
up to $132,500 annually to qualify.

“One out of three of our kids live with families that 
have no disposable income,” said Variety CEO Charlie 
LaVallee. “They might want to buy the bike for their 
child, but the money is going elsewhere. I’m grateful 
that we are helping the kids with special needs who are 
living in low income.”

To apply for the program, visit Variety’s website 
(www.varietypittsburgh.org/applynow) or call 724-
933-0460. Eligible families can apply for more than 

one piece of equipment if their child can benefit.
The nonprofit began giving adaptive bikes to children 

in 2012, and has since expanded to provide adaptive 
strollers and communication devices. It serves 71 
counties in Pennsylvania and West Virginia and has 
provided more than 4,000 pieces of equipment worth 
over $6.3 million.

Variety is launching a spring campaign to find the 
next 1,000 children with disabilities who could benefit 
from its free equipment programs, aimed to help 
youngsters live life to the fullest and not be left out.

“If you can’t ride a bike you’re left out,” said 
LaVallee. He said oftentimes the children they serve 
had to previously watch their friends, family and 
neighbors enjoy riding bikes in the summer while 
having to sit by and watch.

“Having the bike and to be able to be part of it,” 
LaVallee said, “It makes it so cool, plus the mastery 
you feel that you are able to do it.”

Lopes said that was the case with Mailey and her 
younger sister, Chloe.

“We haven’t had anything safe for her to go out on 
that she could actually control or peddle,” she said. 
“So now (Chloe) and her will be able to take them 
and go places.”

Mailey enjoys riding horses, playing outside, and 
especially, listening to music.

The Westmoreland County Commissioners spent the 
afternoon with children who received their adaptive 
equipment, challenging some of them to a playful race 
around the courthouse lawn.

Commissioner Gina Cerilli Thrasher said, “It’s my 
favorite day at the courthouse.” The bike and stroller 

Cook Township girl gets special gift
Variety presents adaptive bikes, strollers to Westmoreland children

PHOTO BY ZACH D’AMICO

Eight-year-old Mailey Lopes of Cook 
Township is delighted with her new adaptive 
bike courtesy of Variety — the Children’s 
Charity, with her mother Rachel guiding the 
three-wheeler. Mailey, who likes music and 
riding horses, has Down syndrome. The Pine 
Township-based nonprofit presented five 
bikes and three strollers to children at the 
Westmoreland County courthouse last month.

Idlewild to open 
2021 season 

Memorial Day 
weekend 

(See Idlewild on Page 3)

(See Cook on Page 3)

What better way to 
celebrate Easter  in 
Ligonier than with the 
sunrise Easter service at 
the Diamond? The Rev. 
Frank Hodges of Heritage 
United Methodist Church 
(pictured above) and the 
Rev. Christine Doreen 
of Stahlstown United 
Methodist Charge led the 
service. Among the over 
170 people who attended 
are Eijah Robinson 11, and 
his sister Avery Robinson 
10, with their grandmother 
Karen Robinson in the 
bottom photo.
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In the left photo Kate 
Welty takes a moment 
to show off her finds 
while others continue 
the hunt behind her 
at  the Covenant 
Presbyterian Church’s 
Easter Egg Hunt April 
4 on the grounds 
of Ligonier Camp & 
Conference Center. In 
the right photo Millie 
Jackson has her 
hands full with candy 
and a basket of eggs.
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SEE MORE PHOTOS
ON PAGE 6.
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