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Parents protesting masks appeal to GLSB again
BY AMY FAUTH
Bulletin Staff Writer
Little has changed with regards to the masking order from
the state Department of Health, but that didn’t stop a small
contingency of parents from once again voicing their frustration
to members of the Greater Latrobe School Board Tuesday night
at its regular meeting.
One parent even went as far as accusing Superintendent Dr.
Georgia Teppert of “walking away” from the district because of
the situation.
“Unfortunately, we can’t just throw in the towel like Miss
Teppert. We can’t walk away from this,” Jamie Piper said during
the public comment portion of the meeting.
After her comment, Piper added that she meant no disrespect,
but simply believes that the pandemic is a factor in her decision
to retire. Piper said she does believe Teppert did everything in
her power, and added she appreciates all that Teppert has done.

“I’m not walking away from anything,” Teppert shot back.
Many of the parents said they aren’t trying to argue with school
board members and just want the school board members “on their
side” and want them to join parents in ﬁghting the order.
However, Assistant Superintendent Michael Porembka
reiterated that the school district’s hands are tied by the order and
the parents really should be taking up their cause with the state
via their elected ofﬁcials or by arranging a protest in Harrisburg.
“Your argument is with the state. They’ve stuck us right in the
middle of this. We have an order from the Department of Health.
I know you all don’t want us to follow it but we have to,” said
Porembka.
He added that it’s concerning that parents continue to focus on
the negative when there are so many positives going on in the
district now.
One of those positives Porembka was referring to included
Greater Latrobe Partners in Education Foundation’s (GLPIEF)

announcement of $157,000 in grants through donations from
students, parents, teachers, staff, alumni and the community.
These latest grants bring the GLPIEF’s total to over $6 million
in their 10 years of existence.
Teppert pointed out that parents are also forgetting what the
school district and the board were able to accomplish over the
past 19 months in the midst of the pandemic.
Parents reiterated their preference to make the choice for their
children, but while Porembka and the rest of the board understand
their stance, it’s just not possible.
“I understand what you’re saying. You want to make the choice
for your child. I would love to make that choice for my child too,
but I have an order that I have to follow from the Department of
Health,” said Porembka, a parent himself.
School board member Dr. Michael Zorch admitted, as a
(See GLSB on Page A3)

Fall, Christmas, food highlight
St. Emma three-day event
BY MARYANN GOGNIAT EIDEMILLER
For The Bulletin
An early bird special on Thursday, Oct. 21,
kicks off the three-day Fall and Christmas
Sale at St. Emma Monastery in Hempﬁeld
Township.
Between 3 and 5 p.m., guests can get ﬁrst
dibs on rooms full of merchandise and also
purchase the same foods (except the hot foods)
that will also be available the next two days.
There’s a $5 admission for adults on
Thursday, but none for Friday and Saturday,
with both days open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
There will be a 50% off sale on most items
on Saturday.
The event is a reinvention of popular
fundraisers that the Sisters of St. Benedict had
to cancel or redesign because of the COVID-19
pandemic. Instead of the annual ﬂea market,
when things started opening up again they
scaled that down to smaller events and also
held a food fair with comfort food. That is,
Mother Mary Anne Noll said, “You could take
it home and eat it in the comfort of your own
Photos by Rich Dedo home.”
The annual Christmas shop also had to be
Mother Mary Anne Noll with one of the items in the basket rafﬂe at the Fall and
Christmas Sale at St. Emma Monastery. The items include Santa Claus and some canceled last year.
Now this week’s event combines food and
other decorations to go with him.

merchandise and the Christmas shop, and
also a nod to autumn, Thanksgiving and even
Easter-themed items.
The sign along the road calls it the “Fleas
and Food” event, but the displays and quality
of merchandise don’t look anything like a ﬂea
market. Rather, the items are all high quality
and suitable for gifting or decking out a home
for the holidays.
“Can you believe that people donate all these
wonderful things?” Mother Mary Anne said on
a tour of the lobby, dining and meeting rooms
where volunteers have perfected the art of
display.
There are several tables of pumpkins,
scarecrows, turkeys and all kinds of decorations
for autumn and Thanksgiving. Another table
holds rabbits, spring and Easter items.
Christmas dominates in every space. There
are ornaments, snowmen, countless Santa
Claus figures, snow globes, music boxes,
miniature village pieces, and decorations for
shelves, walls and on the tree. Plus there are
artiﬁcial Christmas trees for sale, and several
of them are fully decorated. One has a theme
of red and gold ornaments.
(See Fall, Christmas on Page A3)

Mystery boxes and bags at the sale are priced from $5 to $30 and are ﬁlled with
items worth two or three times that amount. In the left photo, an early bird special
on Thursday, Oct. 21, kicks off the three-day Fall and Christmas Sale at St. Emma
Monastery in Hempﬁeld Township. The event features many holidays items for sale,
along with food, basket rafﬂes and more.

Latrobe Municipal Authority
projects moving forward

Vitula running
for UT tax collector
David Vitula is vying for
a four-year term as Unity
Township tax collector in the
Nov. 2 general election.
Vitula, a Democrat who
previously ran for a spot on the
Greater Latrobe School Board,
is hoping to replace longtime
township tax collector Mark
Burkardt, a Republican.
In
his
campaign
announcement, Vitula said he
will “donate 10% of my salary
to charity, as I am aware of
many people struggling to make
ends meet, starting with the
food bank and other charities
residents may find near and
dear to their hearts, aiming and
helping struggling families.”
Vitula earned a bachelor’s
degree in accounting and a
minor in finance from St.
Vincent College, a master’s
degree in administrative
and policy studies from the
University of Pittsburgh, and
his teaching certificate from
Seton Hill University.
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BY NICK CAMMUSO
Bulletin Staff Writer
Progress is being made on a 4.3-million
gallon equalization tank project aiming
to prevent sewage overflows into the
Loyalhanna Creek, engineer Mark Gera of
Gibson-Thomas Engineering Co. Inc. told
the Latrobe Municipal Authority (LMA)
board at its meeting Tuesday.
Gera said West Penn Power is working
to get power to the tank site, while the
project contractor is moving forward with

backﬁll work, with fencing installation to
follow.
Other work tied to the Monastery Run
interceptor recently received a permit,
Gera said. The interceptor project calls for
increasing the size of pipes of a roughly
900-foot stretch of sewer line, in addition
to constructing several new manholes
from Monastery Run to Lloyd Avenue
Extension.
LMA Manager Terri Hauser said a
bid opening for the interceptor-related

project is scheduled for Nov. 4. Both the
equalization tank and interceptor projects
are part of the ﬁnal segment of the Act 537
consent order agreement.
In other business at Tuesday’s meeting:
• Hauser said the authority will provide
water and wastewater draft budgets to
board members next month, with the
expectation of approving the budget at
December’s meeting;
(See Latrobe on Page A3)

US expected to authorize
mix-and-match COVID booster shots
DAVID VITULA

Vitula has taught various
finance and business classes
at Plum High School for
the past 23 years, including
accounting, finance/business
law, marketing, global business
and computer/information
technology.
(See Vitula on Page A3)

BY ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Federal
regulators are expected to authorize the
mixing and matching of COVID-19
booster doses this week in an effort to
provide ﬂexibility as the campaign for
extra shots expands.
The upcoming announcement by the
Food and Drug Administration is likely to
come along with authorization for boosters
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of the Moderna and Johnson & Johnson
shots and follows the OK for a third dose
for the Pﬁzer vaccine for many Americans
last month. The move was previewed
Tuesday by a U.S. health ofﬁcial familiar
with the matter who was not authorized to
speak publicly ahead of the announcement.
The FDA was expected to say that
using the same brand for a booster was
still preferable, especially for the mRNA
vaccines from Pﬁzer and Moderna that

Local News ........................... A1, A3, A5
Lottery Results................................... A3
Obituaries........................................... A2
Sports........................................... A7-A8
TV ..................................................... A12
Dear Abby .......................................... A9

have proved most effective against the
coronavirus. The agency was still ﬁnalizing
guidance for the single-shot J&J vaccine.
Preliminary results from a government
study of different booster combinations
found an extra dose of any type revs
up levels of virus-fighting antibodies
regardless of the brand people first
received.
(See US expected on Page A3)

