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BY MARK SCOLFORO, 
CLAUDIA LAUER AND 

MARC LEVY
Associated Press

HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — 
Pennsylvania health officials are 
looking closely at areas where 
COVID-19 infection rates and 
deaths are ticking back up, 
threatening to turn back progress 
against the pandemic, the state’s 
health secretary said Friday.

The rise may be attributable 
to the gradual reopening 
that has been taking place in 
Pennsylvania, as well as more 
extensive testing, Dr. Rachel 
Levine said.

“We are doing quote-unquote a 
deep dive into all of the counties 
that have had increases,” Levine 
said, warning that “community 
spread” is occurring in some 
parts of Pennsylvania.

Statewide, new case counts 
grew by 30% and the percentage 
of positive tests also ticked up in 
the last seven days, compared 
with the previous seven-day 
period, according to state data.

The Health Department 
announced 600 new confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 in 
Pennsylvania, the state’s highest 
one-day total reported since June 
13. That brings Pennsylvania’s 
total to more than 84,000 
confirmed cases — eighth-
highest among states, according 

to federal data — and, including 
22 additional deaths reported 
Friday, 6,579 deaths since 
March.

Westmoreland County 
reported 13 new cases and no 
additional deaths on Sunday, 
bringing the countywide case 
total to 620, with 38 deaths.

Still, hospitalizations have 
continued to drop.

Also Friday, 11 counties 
moved to the green phase, the 
least-restrictive phase of Gov. 
Tom Wolf’s three-step stoplight-
colored pandemic reopening 
plan.

In the meantime, Wolf, a 
Democrat, has tried to stress in 
recent days that he has ordered all 
businesses to require employees 
and customers to wear masks, as 
health authorities report fielding 
complaints about businesses 
where masks aren’t being worn.

Cases are on the rise in 
Allegheny County, which 
reported 61 new confirmed 
infections Friday, its second-
highest reported daily total of 
new cases.

The county’s case counts 
and percentage of positive tests 
both more than tripled in the 
last seven days, compared with 
the previous seven-day period, 
according to state data.

BY NICK CAMMUSO
Bulletin Staff Writer

Derry Area School District outlined its initial 
2020-21 reopening plans in the midst of the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic during 
Thursday’s regular school board meeting.

A presentation by superintendent Eric Curry 
covered 10 areas of focus to keep students and 
staff members safe in light of the pandemic, 
including items related to: cleaning, sanitizing 
and disinfecting; social distancing; learner and 
staff health; training for understanding and 
compliance; learning models; brick and mortar; 
remote learning; hybrid model; transportation, 
and examples of temporary exclusions.

“We’re hoping for the best, but we’re 
preparing for the worst,” he said.

The reopening plan includes a baseline for 
guidelines related to holding classes while 

ensuring social distancing, transportation 
measures aimed at providing the same level of 
protection as in classes, and education options 
that may include in-person learning, remote 
learning and a weekly “hybrid” mix that 
combines both remote and in-person learning.

Curry said any reopening plans are fluid 
based on new information coming from state 
health officials.

The district’s goal is to unveil its final 
reopening plans at a work session meeting 
slated for July 30.

Following Thursday’s presentation, Curry 
read a letter addressed to district parents.

The letter will be mailed to parents and is 
currently available for viewing on the district 
website.

BY ZEKE MILLER, JAMES LAPORTA 
AND DEB RIECHMANN

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump has denied 
that he was made aware of U.S. intelligence officials’ conclusions 
that Russia secretly offered bounties to Taliban-linked militants for 
killing American troops in Afghanistan. The Trump administration 
was set to brief select members of Congress on the matter on 
Monday.

The intelligence assessments came amid Trump’s push to 
withdraw the U.S. from Afghanistan, and suggested that Russia 
was making overtures to militants as the U.S. and the Taliban 
were holding talks to end the long-running war. The assessment 
was first reported by The New York Times and then confirmed to 
The Associated Press by American intelligence officials and two 
others with knowledge of the matter.

There were conflicting reports about whether Trump was aware 
of Russia’s actions. The intelligence officials told the AP that the 

president was briefed on the matter earlier this year; Trump denied 
that, tweeting on Sunday that neither he nor Vice President Mike 
Pence had been briefed. The president tweeted Sunday night 
that he was just told that intelligence officials didn’t report the 
information to him because they didn’t find it credible.

The intelligence officials and others with knowledge of the 
matter insisted on anonymity in order to discuss the highly 
sensitive matter.

The White House National Security Council would not 
confirm the assessments, but said the U.S. receives thousands of 
intelligence reports daily that are subject to strict scrutiny.

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., who golfed with Trump on 
Sunday, tweeted a day earlier that it is “Imperative Congress get 
to the bottom of recent media reports that Russian GRU units 
in Afghanistan have offered to pay the Taliban to kill American 
soldiers with the goal of pushing America out of the region.”

Rep. Liz Cheney of Wyoming, the No. 3 Republican in the 
House, called for the White House to share more information 

with Congress, saying if true, lawmakers need to know “Who 
did know and when?” and, referring to Russian leader Vladimir 
Putin, “What has been done in response to protect our forces & 
hold Putin accountable?”

Democratic presumptive presidential nominee Joe Biden said 
reports that Trump was aware of the Russian bounties would be 
a “truly shocking revelation” about the commander in chief and 
his failure to protect U.S. troops in Afghanistan and stand up to 
Russia.

Russia called the report “nonsense.”
“This unsophisticated plant clearly illustrates the low intellectual 

abilities of the propagandists of American intelligence, who 
instead of inventing something more plausible have to make up 
this nonsense,” the Russian Foreign Ministry said.

A Taliban spokesman said the militants “strongly reject this 
allegation” and are not “indebted to the beneficence of any 
intelligence organ or foreign country.”

BY GREG REINBOLD
Bulletin Staff Writer

The Westmoreland County Commissioners 
on Thursday accepted $31.5 million in federal 
funding through the COVID-19 County Relief 
Block Grant program, and enlisted professional 
assistance in determining how to distribute the 
money.

The commissioners approved an agreement 
with Zelenkofske Axelrod LLC to have the 
firm offer its assistance in navigating eligible 
expenditures for the COVID-19-related grant 
funding.

“Until (Zelenkofske Axelrod) officially starts, 
we’re still in the limbo phase. We keep hearing 
different abilities we can use this money for, 
different understandings and reasonings and 

justifications,” commissioners chairman Sean 
Kertes said. “The one thing we learned, for 
counties and municipalities, what’s been very 
clear for the government side is that (the county) 
and municipalities — Unity Township, Ligonier 
Borough, whatever ones you want to use — 
cannot use this for lost revenue. They can’t use 
this for fixing any roads or filling any budget gaps 
or holes. It’s truly for COVID expenses. If they 
had to put Plexiglas up or had to buy computers 
or had to buy tons of gloves.”

The cost of Zelenkofske Axelrod’s services, 
capped at $200,000, according to the 
commissioners, will be covered through the 
block grant funds.

Pennsylvania officials eye areas 
where COVID-19 cases rising

PITTSBURGH (AP) — Officials in western Pennsylvania’s 
Allegheny County are halting all on-site consumption of alcohol 
in bars and restaurants due to what they call an “alarming” 
spike in COVID-19 cases.

County Executive Rich Fitzgerald and Dr. Debra Bogen, the 
county health department director, said the recent spike has 
been largely among young people and involved out-of-state 
travel, often including night life during travel, and going to 
local bars and restaurants.

Under the order to go into effect at 5 p.m. Tuesday, bars 
and restaurants can remain open but won’t be allowed to 
serve alcohol other than takeout options allowed by the state. 
In addition, masks will be enforced in restaurants until food 
arrives, and outdoor seating is being encouraged.

Allegheny County’s on-site alcohol 
consumption halted amid spike

BY MARK SCOLFORO
Associated Press

HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — Pennsylvania’s health secretary 
on Friday defended her agency’s handling of the COVID-19 
outbreak inside the nursing homes and personal care facilities 
that account for almost 70% of the state’s nearly 6,600 fatalities.

Criticism from Republicans has been focused on the state’s 
policy that sent recovering patients back to nursing homes after 
being treated in hospitals. The policy was described as “deadly” 
in a letter sent Thursday to the state’s attorney general, signed 
by most of Pennsylvania’s Republican members of Congress.

Levine’s agency has said it was following a March directive 
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the 
Center for Medicare Services that nursing homes “should 
admit any individuals that they would normally admit to their 
facility, including individuals from hospitals where a case of 
COVID-19 was/is present.”

The practice appears to have been routine across states, and 
no nursing home has stepped forward to say that it was forced 
to take a COVID-19 patient against its wishes.

Those patients have not been the main source of COVID-19 
infections inside the facilities, Levine said — she thinks a more 
likely culprit is the homes’ own employees.

Levine said the numbers of nursing home and long-term care 
facility cases is proportional to the population density of the 
counties where they are located, and cited academic research 
that backs up her theory about how the coronavirus got inside 
the homes.

Levine defends 
pandemic response 

in nursing homes
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Photos by Kevin Liberoni

Logan Szulc, 3, takes a ride down the sliding board with a little help from mom Amber 
Szulc of Greensburg on Friday at Latrobe’s Rogers-McFeely Memorial Swimming Pool 
as the pool reopened amid the coronavirus pandemic. Logan’s dad is Chad Szulc. In 
the lower photo, friends Emily Hickman, Alawna Boone and Selena Boone get ready 
to splash down in the pool.

Ready to make a splash


