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BY LAURAN NEERGAARD
AND MATTHEW PERRONE

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — With many 
Americans who got Pfizer vaccinations 
already rolling up their sleeves for a booster 
shot, millions of others who received the 
Moderna or Johnson & Johnson vaccine wait 
anxiously to learn when it’s their turn.

Federal regulators begin tackling that 
question this week.

On Thursday and Friday, the Food 
and Drug Administration convenes its 
independent advisers for the fi rst stage in the 
process of deciding whether extra doses of 
the two vaccines should be dispensed and, if 
so, who should get them and when. The fi nal 
go-ahead is not expected for at least another 
week.

After the FDA advisers give their 
recommendation, the agency itself will make 

a decision on whether to authorize boosters. 
Then next week, a panel convened by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
will offer more specifi cs on who should get 
them. Its decision is subject to approval by 
the CDC director.

The process is meant to bolster public 
confi dence in the vaccines. But it has already 
led to confl icts among experts and agencies 
— and documents the FDA released Tuesday 
suggest this week’s decisions will be equally 
diffi cult.

In one earlier vaccine dispute, the CDC’s 
advisory panel last month backed Pfizer 
boosters at the six-month point for older 
Americans, nursing home residents and 
people with underlying health problems. 
But CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky 
overruled her advisers and decided boosters 
should also be offered to those with high-risk 
jobs such as teachers and health care workers, 

adding tens of millions more Americans to 
the list.

Some health experts fear the back-and-
forth deliberations are muddling the public 
effort to persuade the unvaccinated to get 
their fi rst shots. They worry that the talk of 
boosters will lead people to wrongly doubt 
the effectiveness of the vaccines in the fi rst 
place.

When the FDA’s panel meets to review 
the Moderna and J&J vaccines, experts 
will discuss whether a third Moderna shot 
should contain just half the original dose and 
what’s the best timing for a second shot of 
the single-dose J&J vaccine.

The panel will also look into the safety 
and effectiveness of mixing-and-matching 
different brands of vaccine, something 
regulators have not endorsed so far.

BY AMY FAUTH
Bulletin Staff Writer

Greater Latrobe School 
District will have a new 
superintendent in January, as the 
school board reluctantly accepted 
the resignation of Dr. Georgia 
Teppert at Tuesday’s Committee 
of the Whole Meeting.

Teppert will retire on Jan. 3, 
but the board didn’t have to look 
very far for her replacement 
as the board voted to promote 
Assistant Superintendent 
Michael Porembka to fill the 
position for a term of fi ve years, 
at an initial salary of $170,000.

Teppert, who has been 
with the district for 23 years, 
read the resolution granting 
her resignation, calling it 
“bittersweet.”

Her reasons, she said, were 
purely personal.

“It’s time to spend some time 
with my family and take a little 
better care of my well being,” 
Teppert said.

The resolution was approved, 

although not unanimously. 
Board vice president Paul 
McCommons, who led the 
meeting, voted no. Porembka 
was pleased his promotion was 
unanimous.

“I’m just glad Mr. 
McCommons didn’t vote no,” 
he joked.

Following the vote, Teppert 
and Porembka, who have 
worked closely over that last 
few years, and especially during 
the pandemic, embraced and the 
board and all those in attendance 
erupted in applause.

“I just want to thank the 
Greater Latrobe School District, 
the Greater Latrobe community 
for the past 23 years that 
I’ve had the opportunity to 
serve this wonderful school 
community,” said Teppert. “I 
am beyond humbled that I had 
the opportunity to work with 
so many wonderful students 
and families and a wonderful 
supportive board of education.”

Te p p e r t  h a s  b e e n 

superintendent for two-and-a-
half years since being named 
the replacement for former 
superintendent Judith Swigart 
when she retired. She served the 
district as assistant superintendent 
for five years, but has been 
with the district in a number of 
administrative roles since 1999, 

including assistant high school 
principal, high school principal 
and director of support services.

Porembka, meanwhile, has 
served as the district’s assistant 
superintendent since August 
2019 and as director of safety 
and security since July 2013.

He has also served in a 

variety of administrative roles 
since 2005, including director 
of teaching and learning for six 
years, Baggaley Elementary 
School principal for four years 
and interim director of facilities.

Porembka began his career in 
education at GLSD in August 
1998 as a social studies teacher 
and taught at both the junior and 
senior high school and served 
as social studies department 
coordinator for fi ve years.

He earned his Bachelor of 
Arts in history and his teaching 
certification from St. Vincent 
College in 1997, and continued 
his education at Gannon 
University, earning his master 
of education in curriculum and 
instruction with distinction in 
2001, principal certificate in 
2003 and superintendent’s letter 
of eligibility in 2011.

Porembka said the promotion 
is “bittersweet” and he accepts it 
with a ”heavy heart” because he 
will certainly miss working day-
in and day-out with Teppert. But 

he did make one promise.
“I will work my rear-end 

off for this school district as I 
have for the last 24 years,” said 
Porembka.

He also added that seeing 
many of Teppert’s visions and 
goals for the district come to 
fruition during his tenure will be 
an integral part of his plans and 
motivation moving forward.

In addition, the board also 
went over items that will be 
discussed and voted on at the 
board’s regular meeting on Oct. 
19. Those items included:

• Various agreements 
with outside agencies and 
organizations for education and 
planning;

• Overnight and out-of-state 
field trips for the marching 
band, National Honor Society, 
Forensic Team, Vietnam Studies, 
Varsity Wrestling Team, Varsity 
Baseball Team and chamber and 
concert choirs;

BY CHRIS ULICNE
Assistant Editor

Communities across the nation have been struck by fi nancial 
hardships caused by the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, and 
the City of Latrobe is no different — but thankfully, there’s a silver 
lining, as the city is set to receive a total of more than $800,000 
in federal relief funding.

The city’s 2021 budget includes an allocation of $409,000 in 
Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds, and a similar 
amount is expected for the second portion of the total relief funding 
slated for Latrobe.

Latrobe City Council took steps toward utilizing that funding 
at its regular meeting Tuesday night, moving forward on several 
projects related to infrastructure and computer and equipment 
upgrades.

Council authorized consulting engineer Gibson-Thomas 
Engineering Co. Inc. to prepare a hot mix paving project proposal 
using the federal relief funding.

Latrobe City Manager Mike Gray said there are no specifi cs yet 
regarding which streets or areas of the city may be targeted for 
the paving work.

Meanwhile, council likewise gave Gray authority to seek bids 
for upgrades to the downtown surveillance camera system, as 
well as proposals for virtual meeting software and cybersecurity 
upgrades and equipment. City offi cials previously listed those 
items as things that could be paid for using money from the federal 
relief funds.

BY CHRIS ULICNE
Assistant Editor

Latrobe City Manager Mike Gray on Tuesday night gave 
Latrobe City Council a brief report on the draft budget for 2022, 
which is currently up for review and comment by council, and 
while he could not reveal specifi cs yet, he did have some good 
news for city residents.

“No, there won’t be a tax increase,” Gray said.
He said the budget likely will end up looking similar to 

the 2021 budget, but it’s not quite complete yet. He said he 
currently does not project a loss of revenue like the shortfalls 
that have hindered the city the past couple of budget years 
during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.

Following is the text of the article that 
appeared in the Saturday, Aug. 3, 1935, 
edition of the Latrobe Bulletin, describing 
the heroics and tragic death of Lawrence 
Huber and the young woman he was 
trying to save, Adronica Lampropolis:

TWO DROWNED
NEAR KINGSTON

Miss Lampropolis And Lawrence Huber
Lose Lives Trying To Reach Main Land

Just when the worst of the fl ood seemed 
over Saturday night, with the roads being 
reopened and with everybody feeling that 
the flood had passed without tragedy, 
word came from Kingston that Miss 
Adronica Lampropolis, only daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. William Lampropolis, and 
Lawrence Huber, Latrobe councilman, 
also a member of the fi re department, had 
been drowned while trying to get from the 

Lampropolis cottage, located on an island, 
above Kingston, to the main bank of the 
creek.

Members of the Lampropolis family 
were marooned in their cottage, as they 
did not realize the seriousness of the fl ood 
until they had been cut off from escape.

Members of the Latrobe fi re department, 
including Mr. Huber, had hurried to 
the Lampropolis cottage, after hearing 
a report, later proved to be false, that 
the Latrobe reservoir, located several 
miles above Kingston, was in danger of 
breaking.

Mr. and Mrs. Lampropolis with 
their daughter, Adronica, a friend, 
Kitty Hammer, of Greensburg, and the 
Lampropolis’ maid, were in the cottage.

BY CHRIS ULICNE
Assistant Editor

Lawrence “Skeets” Huber 
— the only Latrobe fi refi ghter 
to ever perish in the line of 
duty, according to Latrobe Fire 
Chief John Brasile — is being 
considered for addition to the 
National Fallen Firefighters 
Memorial in Emmitsburg, 
Maryland.

Brasile told Latrobe City 
Council Tuesday night that 
the Latrobe Volunteer Fire 
Department (VFD) submitted 
paperwork for Huber to be 
considered for the honor last 
year, but the organization which 
manages the memorial had some 
staffi ng issues and the submission 
apparently was misplaced.

He said a member of Huber’s 
family, his grandson Patrick 
Huber, was able to provide 
a death certificate so that the 
paperwork could be submitted 
again. Brasile said the memorial 
hosts a special ceremony around 

Fire Prevention Week in early 
October, so he suspects that 
the determination likely will be 
made sometime before October 
of next year.

Huber, a former assistant 
fi re chief at the Latrobe VFD’s 
Goodwill Hose Co. 1, died while 
attempting to rescue a young 
woman, Adronica Lampropolis, 
in the raging waters of the 
Loyalhanna Creek on Aug. 3, 
1935, following a terrible fl ood.

“His was the only line-of-duty 
death that Latrobe has ever had, 
which is a good thing, even 
though you strive to have none,” 
Brasile said.

He noted that it is a prestigious 
honor to be enshrined at the 
memorial, and having visited 
it himself, he said it is “really 
something else to see.”

Huber already is memorialized 
locally. Huber Hall, 300 S. 
Alexandria St., is named after 
him, and features plaques that 
honor his bravery.

Next on FDA’s agenda: Booster 
shots of Moderna, J&J vaccines

BY NICK CAMMUSO
Bulletin Staff Writer

The Westmoreland County 
Airport Authority board 
has a new chairperson at 
the helm after two county 
commissioners’ recent vote to 
oust a pair of board members.

Janice Smarto will take 
over as board chair and 
Vince Finoli, who previously 
served as secretary, will be 
vice chairman.

Last month, Commissioners 
Gina Cerilli Thrasher and 
Doug Chew appointed Rich 
Pologruto and Paul Whittaker 
to the airport board in place 

of chairman Paul Puleo and 
Donald “Doc” Giffi n, whose 
fi ve-year terms had expired. 
Commissioner Sean Kertes 
voted against the board 
changes.

Smarto, an area realtor, has 
served as chairwoman and 
vice chair at past authority 
meetings. She said at 
Tuesday’s monthly meeting 
that the authority “will move 
forward. We’re here to serve 
the county and make the 
best decisions that we can. 
We work hard and give our 
time.”

City manager: No 
tax hike next year

Latrobe putting 
COVID relief 

funding to use

A look back in history: Lawrence Huber’s heroism

Only Latrobe fi refi ghter to fall in line of 
duty may be added to national memorial

Submitted photo

Huber Hall in Latrobe is named after Lawrence “Skeets” 

Huber, a deceased Latrobe fi refi ghter who perished 
while trying to rescue a young woman, Adronica 
Lampropolis, from the raging waters of the Loyalhanna 
Creek following a terrible fl ood on Aug. 3, 1935. There 
are plaques at the hall dedicating it in memory of his 
heroism. Huber is up for consideration as a potential 
candidate to be added to the National Fallen Firefi ghters 
Memorial in Emmitsburg, Maryland.
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Smarto to lead 
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