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Derry Area Middle School Dean of Students Jeff Kelly and Athletic Director Brett Miller are joined by Abby Doperak 
and Hunter Jurica during Wednesday’s WPIAL Sportsmanship Summit, which took place at the Heinz History 
Center and Sports Museum. Derry Area was recognized as a recipient of one of the WPIAL’s annual Sportsmanship 
Awards, which also included Hampton, Laurel, Moon Area and Upper St. Clair. Derry Area won the award for the 
fifth time in school history, as the school also earned the honor in 1996-97, 1999-2000, 2000-01 and 2001-02. The 
purpose of the program is to promote sportsmanship in the schools and to reward schools that demonstrate 
the elements of good sportsmanship. The selection process was based on the fall, winter and spring seasons of 
the 2020-21 school year. Former Pittsburgh Steelers’ defensive lineman Brett Keisel was also in attendance and 
addressed student-athletes at the event.

Trojans recognized during WPIAL 

Sportsmanship Summit

The St. Vincent College 
women’s basketball team lost 
its first game of the season, 69-
53, against Marietta College 
Wednesday night on the road.

The Bearcats fell to 1-1, while 
Marietta stayed perfect at 3-0 
overall.

Junior Ella Marconi led the 
Bearcats with a game-high 11 
points and added a team-best 
nine rebounds. Sophomore Alana 
Winkler added 10 points for the 
Bearcats while also grabbing 
seven rebounds. Lizzie Bender 
tallied nine points and Emily 
Cavacini added eight.

The Bearcats led for the 
majority of the first quarter. 
After a three-pointer for Autumn 
Fennell, the Bearcats led, 10-5. 
Marietta fought back, closing the 
final 3:27 of the first quarter on 
a 6-0 run to gain an 11-10 lead 
heading to the second. Marietta 
never relinquished the lead.

Marietta took control in the 
second quarter. The Pioneers took 
a 23-14 lead, but the Bearcats 
went on a quick 5-0 run after 
two free throws from Marconi 
and a three pointer from Lauren 
Gamble, making the score 23-19. 
Marietta closed the half with an 
8-3 run, giving the Pioneers a 31-
22 advantage at the break.

The teams went back and forth 
in the third quarter. Marietta 
increased its lead to 12 points 
early in the third quarter, but the 
Bearcats fought back. SVC cut 
the lead to just five, 38-33, after 

a layup by Gamble. The Pioneers 
bounced back, ending the quarter 
by outscoring the Bearcats 9-4 to 
bring a 47-37 lead into the fourth 
quarter.

The Pioneers outscored the 
Bearcats 22-16 in the final 
quarter, though the Bearcats shot 
50% from the field.

The Bearcats shot 38% from the 
field and Marietta 39% overall. 
The difference in the game came 
from beyond the three-point line. 
The Pioneers shot 37% (10-for-
27) from three-point range, and 
they limited the Bearcats to a 
3-of-12 effort. Marietta slightly 
outrebounded the Bearcats by a 
42-37 margin.

SVC is back in action on 
Friday when it travels to the 
Messiah College Tournament. 
The Bearcats take on host 
Messiah, which is ranked No. 5 
in the most recent D3hoops.com 
Top 25 poll. That’s a first-round 
game in the tournament, which 
will be played on Friday. SVC 
then plays DeSales or Gwynedd 
Mercy in the championship or 
consolation game on Saturday.

———
ST. VINCENT (53)

Marconi 4-3-11; Winkler 4-2-10; Bender 4-0-
9; Cavacini 2-4-8; Geer 0-0-0; Gamble 3-1-7; 
Fennell 1-1-4; Betz 1-0-3; Delaney 0-1-1; 
Smith 0-0-0. Totals, 19-12(17)—53

MARIETTA (69)
Gribble 4-0-10; Hahn 3-3-9; Wilson 4-0-

8; Schill 3-0-8; Grake 1-0-3; Levering 4-0-9; 
Liston 2-0-6; Cummins 2-2-6; Hefner 2-0-4; 
Congrove 1-0-3; Hill 1-0-3; Kroft 0-0-0; Cecil 
0-0-0; Borich 0-0-0; Ross 0-0-0; Shane 0-0-0; 
Tolson 0-0-0; Goodard 0-0-0; Warnock 0-0-0. 
Totals, 27-5(11)—69

Score by Quarters
St. Vincent 10 12 15 16 — 53
Marietta 11 20 16 22 — 69

Three-point field goals: Bender, Fennell, 
Betz; Gribble-2, Schill-2, Liston-2, Grake, Le-
vering, Congrove, Hill.

SVC women 

suffer first loss 
of season

BY DAN SCIFO

Bulletin Sports Editor
PITTSBURGH — Pittsburgh 

Steelers defensive back Terrell 
Edmunds made sure to call fellow 
safety Minkah Fitzpatrick on his 
25th birthday.

Edmunds wasn’t just calling on 
Wednesday to wish Fitzpatrick 
a happy birthday. Edmunds also 
called to check up on Fitzpatrick, 
who was placed on the NFL’s 
reserve/COVID-19 list on Monday.

“I talked to him today,” Edmunds 
said. “He said he’s doing well, and 
just getting back healthy again.”

Fitzpatrick played in Sunday’s 
home tie with the Detroit Lions, but 
he entered the COVID-19 protocol 
the following day. Teams are not 
required to release information on 
whether players are vaccinated. If 
Fitzpatrick is, he would be required 
to be free of symptoms and have 
two negative tests 24 hours 
apart. If he is not vaccinated, the 
playmaking defensive back could 
be sidelined for at least 10 days.

Steelers coach Mike Tomlin 
said Tuesday that he “doesn’t 
anticipate” having Fitzpatrick in 

the lineup for Sunday’s road game 
against the Los Angeles Chargers. 
He also said that the Steelers may 
use multiple players to replicate the 
talented Fitzpatrick’s multi-faceted 
role on the defense.

“It’s definitely an adjustment, 
just whenever you have anyone 
that’s a key starter on our defense,” 
Edmunds said. “It’s just the next 
man-up mentality now. We have 
to have guys step up in big ways 
to come out and help us win the 
football game.”

Pittsburgh acquired Fitzpatrick 
in an early season trade with Miami 
in 2019. Fitzpatrick, a two-time 
All-Pro, has nine interceptions in 
three seasons with the Steelers.

While Fitzpatrick doesn’t have 
any interceptions yet this season, 
he still commands a presence 
on the back end of the Steelers 
defense.

“He definitely makes an impact, 
just because of his leadership out 
there,” Edmunds said. “He’s a very 
vocal guy. He’s a guy you can still 
count on being in the right spots. 
Even though he doesn’t have the 
interceptions or turnovers that 

people may want him to have, he’s 
still playing good football for us.”

Edmunds and Fitzpatrick were 
both selected among the first 28 
picks of the 2018 draft.

The Dolphins picked Fitzpatrick, 
a former Alabama standout, with 
the No. 11 pick, while the Steelers 
selected Edmunds No. 28 overall. 
Fitzpatrick has started all 38 games 
he has played with the Steelers. 
Edmunds has been alongside 
Fitzpatrick the entire time while 
he’s been with the Steelers, making 
35 starts along the way.

The chemistry is evident. 
Edmunds admitted that the two can 
share a glance in the secondary and 
know what the other is thinking.

“I think we grew together like 
that,” Edmunds said. “We got 
more and more comfortable each 
year. We got better together. We 
definitely have that bond on the 
field.”

For this week at least, Edmunds 
could be without his running mate.

Edmunds, who has made 52 
starts in 56 games with Pittsburgh, 
is playing for a job in 2022 after 
the Steelers opted not to pick up his 

fifth-year option.
Edmunds has been steady so far 

in 2021. He had the Steelers’ first 
interception of the season when he 
picked off the Bengals’ Joe Burrow 
on a pass tipped by Fitzpatrick. He 
also made a career-best two tackles 
for loss twice this season, including 
last Sunday against Detroit.

Edmunds understands it will be 
different without Fitzpatrick on the 
field against the Chargers, but he’s 
ready to embrace the challenge.

“Of course not having your 
partner in crime out there is always 
tough,” Edmunds said. “I have to 
go out there and try to help the 
team to the best of my ability.”

NOTES: Steelers WR Chase 
Claypool (toe) was limited in practice 
on Wednesday, while LB T.J. Watt (hip/
knee), CB Joe Haden (foot), OL Trai 
Turner (ankle) and OL Kevin Dotson 
(ankle) did not practice. Tomlin said 
that Watt, who was injured in the 
third quarter on Sunday, could play 
against the Chargers. Claypool missed 
Sunday’s game, while Haden, Turner 
and Dotson all sustained in-game 
injuries. There wasn’t an update on 
QB Ben Roethlisberger, who is also in 
the COVID-19 protocol, but could play 
Sunday, provided he gets the required 
negative testing to be available.

Steelers’ Edmunds to step up 
while Fitzpatrick sidelined

BY JOE REEDY
Associated Press

COSTA MESA, Calif. (AP) 
— The Los Angeles Chargers 
defensive lineup is in flux as 
preparations begin for Sunday 
night’s key AFC matchup against 
the Pittsburgh Steelers.

Coach Brandon Staley said on 
Wednesday that defensive end 
Jerry Tillery has tested positive 
for COVID-19 and that defensive 
tackle Christian Covington has 
had a positive result in two of his 
three tests.

Outside linebacker Joey Bosa 
was placed on the reserve/
COVID-19 list as a close contact.

Tillery is the third Los Angeles 
player in the past week that has 
had a positive test. Linebacker 
Drue Tranquill has been on the 
reserve/COVID-19 list since last 
Friday.

Bosa tested negative but 
is on the list because he is 
unvaccinated and a player in his 
position group tested positive. He 

must be away from the team for 
five days, but could be cleared to 
return Saturday, which gives him 
a chance to play on Sunday.

Staley said that Bosa has been 
compliant in the facility and 
practice field with the regulations 
in regards to unvaccinated 
players. Bosa has done a couple 
of in-person media availabilities 
without a mask, which could 
result in a fine by the NFL.

“The NFL has been here 
several times, including last 
week, to spot-check us. We 
have video cameras throughout 
the facility that specifically are 
looking for those types of people 
to be compliant,” Staley said. “I 
think that we’ve done a really 
good job here, with the Chargers, 
of putting the emphasis on this 
issue.”

The Chargers are also facing 
injury concerns with other 
starters on the defensive line. 
Linval Joseph did not practice 
because of a shoulder injury 

while Justin Jones was a full 
participant despite dealing with 
a knee issue.

The secondary is also short-
handed. Cornerback Michael 
Davis has missed the past two 
games with a hamstring injury 
while safety Nasir Adderley was 
inactive last week because of an 
ankle issue. Both players returned 
to practice but were limited.

“We just have to move forward 
with the guys that we have, that 
we’ve been training. Fortunately 
for us, those guys have played 
in the games for us, so we have 
confidence in them because 
they’ve been out there,” Staley 
said.

Los Angeles will be facing 
a Pittsburgh offense that could 
be without Ben Roethlisberger, 
who has been in the league’s 
COVID-19 protocols since 
last Saturday. Mason Rudolph 
is on track to be the starter if 
Roethlisberger doesn’t play, but 
the Chargers are preparing for 

either scenario.
“I feel like you get a strong 

sense of how they play with 
Mason because you have last 
week to go over, and then last 
year when he was in the game — 
you have film of him playing in 
games,” Staley said. “They’re a 
similar style of players. Mason’s 
a big statured guy. He has a very 
good arm, has enough mobility, 
like Ben. I think that we have a 
good plan for both guys.”

A bigger concern is running 
back Najee Harris. The rookie 
is sixth in the league in rushing 
and will be the sixth running 
back ranked in the top 10 that the 
Chargers will face this season.

“I like Najee’s game. I feel like 
he’s a big guy. He runs hard, runs 
strong, and I feel like he’s going 
to have a great career in this 
league,” safety Derwin James 
said. “Every time we play it’s a 
tough challenge to bring them 
down. He’s another guy we have 
to beat to the ball.”

Injuries, COVID-19 leave 
Chargers defense short-handed

BY JIMMY GOLEN
Associated Press

BOSTON (AP) — The owners 
of the Boston Red Sox are in 
talks to buy the NHL’s Pittsburgh 
Penguins.

Red Sox President Sam Kennedy 
confirmed on Wednesday that 
Fenway Sports Group, which 
owns the Major League Baseball 
team as well as Liverpool FC of the 
Premier League and is partners in 
the RFK Racing NASCAR team, 
has been working on a deal for the 
professional hockey club. The talks 
were first reported by Sportico.

Former Penguins star and current 
part-owner Mario Lemieux and the 
management team will reportedly 
remain in place.

Kennedy declined to elaborate 
on the terms of the deal. A Penguins 
spokeswoman did not respond to 
an email seeking comment.

Sportico valued the Penguins last 
month at $845 million.

FSG has been looking to add 
another major sports franchise to 
its portfolio.

This spring, it brought on as an 
investor Los Angeles Lakers star 

LeBron James, who has said he 
ultimately wants to own an NBA 
team. FSG received a reported 
$750 million investment from 
RedBird Capital Partners in March 
that valued the sports conglomerate 
at $7.35 billion.

One of the NHL’s 1967 
expansion franchises, the Penguins 
were bought out of bankruptcy 
by Lemieux and investor Ron 
Burkle in 1999 for $85 million and 
transformed into one of the NHL’s 
most successful franchises.

Under their ownership, the team 
won the Stanley Cup three times 
while also building a new stadium 
in downtown Pittsburgh to replace 
the Civic Arena that was at the 
time the oldest home building in 
the NHL.

They have reached the playoffs 
in 15 straight seasons, but they 
have only won one series since 
the second of their 2016-17 back-
to-back championships. Two-time 
MVP Sidney Crosby, 34, has 
missed all but three of the team’s 
first 15 games in his 17th season, 
and the team was seventh in the 
eight-team Metropolitan Division.

Red Sox owners
in talks to buy 

Pittsburgh Penguins

BY TOM WITHERS 
Associated Press

CLEVELAND (AP) — A new era of big-league baseball in Cleveland 
is about to start. The Guardians will be off and running.

The hitting and fielding comes in a few months.
The Indians will officially transition to Guardians on Friday, completing a 

name change that has been happening in stages — and with one unplanned 
complication — over the past few months.

The team sent out a release Wednesday saying its team shop at 
Progressive Field will begin selling Guardians merchandise and souvenirs 
later this week. The store at the team’s downtown ballpark will exclusively 
sell Guardians gear before caps, jerseys and more become available at retail 
outlets in northeast Ohio on Nov. 23.

The team said some digital elements will change Thursday before 
Cleveland’s team website and social media handles transition to Guardians 
on Friday. It’s been a sometimes challenging path to the name change for 
Cleveland’s Major League Baseball team, which has been known as the 
Indians since 1915. The decision to drop Indians drew a backlash from 
some fans who felt team owner Larry Dolan gave in to the wishes of a 
vocal minority. Dolan has said his decision to move away from Indians 
was spurred by a reaction to the national reckoning on racist names 
and symbols. The team wanted to find a name that suited Cleveland’s 
community and history, and following a year-long process that included 
surveys and interviews with fans, area leaders and front-office members, 
the team chose Guardians, a name inspired by eight massive, art-deco 
statues on the Hope Memorial Bridge near the ballpark.

However, there was a legal snag along the way as a local roller derby 
team called the Cleveland Guardians filed a lawsuit against the team 
alleging trademark infringement.

Indians officially 
changing name to 

Guardians this week


