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One-and-a-half-year-old Cayde Ulicne loves ice cream 
and was looking forward to trying his very fi rst banana 
split Monday night in preparation for today’s observance 
of National Banana Split Day, but he fell asleep before 
he got a taste. Fortunately, the Great American Banana 
Split Celebration — which commemorates the birth of 
the banana split in Latrobe and will be celebrated with 
a virtual event this year — is a great opportunity to 
enjoy banana splits at one of the many local businesses 
offering those and other tasty treats inspired by the iconic 
dessert. Cayde is the son of Bulletin assistant editor Chris 
Ulicne and his wife Janeen. They live in Latrobe.

This dessert is a 

dream come true
The Great American Banana Split Celebration will take place 

online today, Aug. 25, coinciding with National Banana Split Day.
While coronavirus-related restrictions have denied the gathering 

of banana split fans for the annual in-person festival in Latrobe, 
banana split fans can visit their local Valley Dairy Restaurant for 
a buy one, get one free special on the day of the event.

Alex Blystone, manager of the Valley Dairy along Route 30 in 
Unity Township, said the store will be selling BOGO banana splits 
for $5.99 all day, and mini banana splits for $3.99.

Virtual event-goers will also have the opportunity to make 
their own ice cream treats during two separate livestreamed 
demonstrations.

For the fi rst treat, participants will need only bananas and ice 
cube trays — and for the second treat: Ice, rock salt and 2-gallon 
sealable plastic bags.

The virtual event will be livestreamed, with a slate of activities 
planned throughout the day, including musicians and entertainers 
who have prepared pre-recorded performances to be shown on the 
celebration’s Facebook and website, www.bananasplitfest.com.

Performers from a variety of musical genres such as folk, 

country and rock include: Flying Blind, AC Jones, Elias Khouri, 
Orion Walsh, Aubrey Burchell, The Crystal Blue Band, Andrew 
Mack, Vanessa Clarke-Deaver, The High Level and Daelyn Avril 
Ellis.

Scheduled on the virtual lineup is a “gizmos & gadgets” 
segment, in which one of the day’s hosts will put various banana 
and ice cream gadgets to the test.

An art activity is also planned, with the Latrobe Art Center 
leading a demonstration for younger children.

The Banana Run has also gone virtual. Participants can register 
for the 1 mile, 5 or 10 kilometer race at bananasplit.run through 
Aug. 31 and submit a photo of their time and distance.

Sign up fees range from $5 and up to $35 depending on which 
package the runner selects. This year’s T-shirt and medal art — 
designed by Crabtree mural artist and elementary art teacher 
Raphael Pantalone — features a banana character running away 
from a COVID-19 virus.

Results of a coloring contest will be featured on the celebration’s 
website, Facebook or during the livestream.

BY MARC LEVY
Associated Press

HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — With a federal lawsuit from 
President Donald Trump’s campaign on hold until October, it 
could be up to Pennsylvania’s Supreme Court to settle crucial 
questions of election law in the presidential battleground, 
including whether to count mail-in ballots returned without 
secrecy envelopes.

The state Supreme Court could decide any day now whether 
to take over and fast-track a state Democratic Party lawsuit on 
a matter that could affect more than 100,000 ballots in the Nov. 
3 presidential election.

The Democratic Party’s lawsuit, among other things, asks 
the courts to order counties to count mail-in ballots that arrive 
without secrecy envelopes.

It is a gray area of the law, and Senate Minority Leader Jay 
Costa, D-Allegheny, estimated the number of votes returned 

without secrecy envelopes is from 3% to 5% of all mailed-in 
ballots.

“That’s a significant number, so that issue needs to be 
resolved,” Costa said.

Trump’s campaign in June sued in federal court to, in part, 
secure an order preventing those ballots from being counted. 
But a federal judge on Sunday put that case on hold, saying 
its claims must wait, at least until Oct. 5, to see if state courts 
settle them.

Pennsylvania authorized a broad vote-by-mail law last year 
at a prescient time, just before the pandemic fueled interest in 
voting by mail in the state’s June 2 primary election.

As a result, more than half of the 2.8 million ballots cast were 
mail-in or absentee ballots. That record-smashing number of 
votes-by-mail is expected to grow in the presidential election, 
when Pennsylvania could help decide the outcome.

BY ZACH D’AMICO
For The Bulletin

Work on upgrading Latrobe’s Ligonier Street railroad underpass 
will begin soon, as Latrobe City Council on Monday awarded bids 
to complete the rehabilitation project.

Latrobe City Manager Michael Gray said the city applied for 
funding through the state’s Multimodal Transportation Fund to 
renovate Latrobe’s three railroad underpasses located along Jefferson, 
Ligonier and Alexandria streets — which run beneath the Norfolk 
Southern Railway tracks.

“We were only allotted through the grant $100,000,” Gray said, 
nearly enough to cover the cost to revamp just the Ligonier Street 
underpass.

Gray says the city plans on reapplying next year for funding to 
complete the two other underpasses.

“It was really looking at the specifi cations on what we can afford to 
cover the underpass,” he said. “Ligonier Street was the least involved 

because it’s not getting as much concrete done. It kept some of the 
cost down… to keep us closer to what our grant allotment is.”

Council on Monday awarded a bid for $84,980 to 446 Painting 
LLC to repaint the underpass; $21,596 to Curry & Kepple for 
concrete repairs, and $5,200 to Schultheis Electric for LED lighting 
installation. Improvements will include sidewalk repairs, new 
lighting, and sandblasting and painting the steel structures beneath 
the bridges, Gray said during a May council meeting.

Sandblasting and painting will take place fi rst, with sidewalk 
upgrades — which includes installing handicap-accessible curb 
ramps — to follow. Gray previously said electrical work to install 
LED lights “mainly where sidewalks are” will be the last phase.

The grant covers $70,000 of the project’s cost, with the city 
providing a $30,000 local match through its capital projects fund, 
Gray says.

BY STEVE PEOPLES,
MICHELLE L. PRICE AND ZEKE MILLER

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — A rising generation of Republican 
stars offered an optimistic view of President Donald Trump’s 
leadership, but were undermined on the opening night of the 
GOP’s scaled-back convention by speakers issuing dark warnings 
about the country’s future and distorting the president’s record, 
particularly on the pandemic.

As Trump faces pressure to expand his appeal beyond his 
loyal supporters, Sen. Tim Scott of South Carolina, the Senate’s 
sole Black Republican, and former U.N. Ambassador Nikki 
Haley, the daughter of Indian immigrants, sought to cast the 
GOP as welcoming to Americans of color, despite the party’s 

overwhelmingly white leadership and voting base.
“I was a brown girl in a black and white world,” Haley said 

Monday night, noting that she faced discrimination but rejecting 
the idea that “America is a racist country.” She also gave a nod 
to the Black Lives Matter movement, saying “of course we know 
that every single Black life is valuable.”

But the prime-time convention proceedings, which featured 
a blend of taped and live speeches, focused largely on dire talk 
about Joe Biden, Trump’s Democratic challenger in the November 
election. Speakers ominously warned that electing Biden would 
lead to violence in American cities spilling into the suburbs, a 
frequent Trump campaign message with racist undertones. One 
speaker called Trump the “bodyguard of Western civilization.”

Scrambling to fi nd a message that sticks, Trump’s team tried 

out multiple themes and tactics over the course of the night. They 
featured optimism from those who could represent the GOP’s 
future, attempts to characterize Biden as a vessel for socialists and 
far-left Democrats despite his moderate record, and humanizing 
stories about the 74-year-old man who sits in the Oval Offi ce.

Trump and a parade of fellow Republicans misrepresented 
Biden’s agenda through the evening, falsely accusing him of 
proposing to defund police, ban oil fracking, take over health 
care, open borders and raise taxes on most Americans. They tried 
to assign positions of the Democratic left to a middle-of-the-road 
candidate who explicitly rejected many of the party’s most liberal 
positions through the primaries.

Great American Banana Split 
Celebration set to go virtual today

GOP convention showcases rising stars, dark warnings

BY ZACH D’AMICO
For The Bulletin

Latrobe’s new police sergeant was recognized with a pinning 
ceremony held Monday during Latrobe City Council’s special 
meeting.

Last month council voted to approve Det. Ron Keslar to the 
position of sergeant in the Latrobe Police Department, to replace 
retiring Sgt. Nunzio Santo Columbo. On Monday, Keslar received 
his sergeant stripes pin, which was placed upon his uniform by his 
father, Ron Keslar Sr.

“Ron is a well-respected offi cer within the department, with a great 
working relationship with outside agencies,” Latrobe police chief 
John Sleasman said during the brief ceremony.

Council awards bid for Latrobe’s 
Ligonier Street underpass project
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Latrobe Police Sgt. Ron Keslar (right) received his 
sergeant stripes pin, which was placed upon his uniform 
by his father, Ron Keslar Sr., during a special ceremony 
at Monday night’s Latrobe City Council meeting.

Latrobe’s new 
police sergeant, 
offi cers honored

A Latrobe man accused of brutally attacking three people at a 
Derry Township apartment early Sunday morning was ordered 
held in Westmoreland County Prison without bail.

Nicholas Joseph McIntyre, 26, was arraigned Monday before 
Magisterial District Judge Mark Bilik on three counts each of 
criminal homicide, aggravated assault with a deadly weapon, 
terroristic threats, simple assault, reckless endangerment and 
harassment, two counts of theft and one count of burglary.

The three victims in the alleged attack, Karen Short and her 
daughter Amber Short, 18, both of Derry Township, and Adam 
Rousson of Montreal, Canada, remained in Conemaugh Memorial 
Hospital in Johnstown Monday. Karen Short’s sister Cathy Tarr 
told multiple media outlets that her sister and Rousson are in the 
hospital’s intensive care unit recovering from injuries including 
multiple stab wounds, bites and strikes from a metal baseball bat. 
All three victims are expected to recover, according to WPXI-TV 

(Channel 11).
“I think that when he left that house, I would be shocked that 

he wouldn’t have thought that they were going to die with the 
amount and how badly they were stabbed,” Tpr. Steve Limani 
told the news station, “the fact that fi ngers were missing, the fact 
he bit them in their necks, their lips.”

According to court documents, McIntyre broke into an apartment 
on West 4th Street in Derry Township around 2 a.m. Sunday 
through a kitchen door, attacking Karen Short and Rousson, who 
were asleep in chairs on the fi rst fl oor of the apartment. Rousson 
told police McIntyre stabbed him multiple times in the back as he 
and Karen Short struggled to force McIntyre out of the apartment. 
McIntyre stabbed Karen Short in the chest, Rousson told police, 
and beat all three victims with a metal baseball bat, telling them 
“You are all going to die tonight.”
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