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Inmate beaten to death in county jail
By Gwen Albers
Las Vegas Optic

I

nmates at the San Miguel
County Detention Center
are being investigated for
beating a 40-year-old Las Vegas
man to death on Monday, said
Las Vegas Police Chief Antonio
Salazar.
Salazar did not identify
the victim, who was taken by
ambulance to Alta Vista
Regional Hospital, where he

was pronounced dead.
“There might be possible
search warrants and we don’t
want to risk security (at the
jail),” he said for not releasing
the victim’s name.
Salazar said he plans to
release the name after an autopsy is completed in Albuquerque
today.
It’s not known how many
inmates beat the victim, who
was in the jail on a bench warrant for failing to appear for a

court proceeding, he said. No
weapons were used.
“We’ve conducted interviews,” said Salazar, noting the
inmates didn’t say much.
Surveillance videos will be
used in hopes of finding out
more.
Salazar didn’t have a motive.
In a press release from San
Miguel County, the deceased
also was not identified. Questions were referred to Las
Vegas City Police.
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Inmates at the
San Miguel
County Detention Center are
being investigated for beating a 40-yearold Las Vegas
man to death
Monday.

Father of murdered
daughter makes
plea for witnesses
By Gwen Albers
Las Vegas Optic
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West Las Vegas School Board candidate Carla Benavidez talks on the phone in the high school parking lot on
Tuesday. Check www.lasvegasoptic.com for full election results. They will also be in the print edition on Friday.

DA clears WLV School Board
candidates of wrongdoing
By Gwen Albers
Las Vegas Optic

West Las Vegas School Board
candidates Carla Benavidez and Joe
“Oso” Gallegos have been cleared
of any wrongdoing related to Tuesday’s General Election.
“After the investigation, there
wasn’t anything we could substantiate,” Fourth Judicial District
Attorney Tom Clayton said Monday. “There was nothing to support

the allegations.”
Results from the election were
not available for The Optic’s deadline for today’s issue.
Incumbent school board members Linda Montoya and Christine
Ludi on Oct. 20 filed complaints
with the Secretary of State accusing
Benavidez and Gallegos of voter
intimidation and fraud. The complaints against Benavidez and Gallegos were forwarded to Clayton.
Benavidez, who challenged Ludi,

and Gallegos, who challenged
Montoya, denied the allegations.
On Tuesday morning, Benavidez again denied doing anything
wrong. She said she’s been talking
to an attorney about filing a complaint against Ludi and Montoya
for malicious reporting.
“The truth comes out,” Gallegos
said Tuesday. “If people want
change, they will make a change.”

Anthony Sanchez
worries his murdered
daughter, whose charred
remains were found in
Mora County last year,
will not get justice due to
apparent witness intimidation.
“Help us seek justice
and closure for the family,” Sanchez said in a
plea to find anyone else
who may have witnessed
the murder of Cassandra
Lucero, a 29-year-old Las
Vegas mother of two.
“The family has been
doing this since September 2020,” Sanchez
added. “It’s tearing us
apart. If we don’t do the
right thing, they can get
away with murder. I hope
there’s someone out there
with a heart.”
On Monday, Fourth
Judicial District Attorney
Tom Clayton said it was
decided to move suspect
Amber Archuleta, 29, of
Las Vegas from the San
Miguel County Detention Center to another
jail while awaiting trial.

By Gwen Albers

The Associated Press

Annette Gallegos and her husband,
Darrin Williams, have a combined
65-plus years in the food service industry.
Always working for someone else, the
couple has gone out on their own.
Gallegos, 54, and Williams, 51, recently opened Auntie’s Tiendita and BBQ at
902 S. Pacific St. in Las Vegas.
They named the restaurant after Gallegos because everyone called her Auntie
Tiendita while working for West Las
Vegas Schools, Charlie’s Spic & Span
Bakery & Café and Pino’s Family Restaurant.
Williams’ 30-year career included
working for his late father, Charles

The family of a Mora
man killed in September
has asked the state Attorney General’s Office to
take over the case, saying
they have concerns that
the shooter is receiving
preferential treatment
because he is related to
two judges from the area.
The Santa Fe New Mexican reports that David
Griego called 911 after he
shot John Serna, 66, and
reported he had done
so in self-defense. The
70-year-old Griego said
during the emergency
call that Serna was about
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Annette Gallegos and her husband, Darrin Williams, recently opened
Auntie’s Tiendita and BBQ at 902 S. Pacific St. in Las Vegas.
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This was done to ensure
Archuleta doesn’t influence witnesses in the jail.
“We want to make
sure there isn’t any persuasion or intimidation
and so she doesn’t have
access to these potential
witnesses,” Clayton said.
“I can tell you we are concerned. A number of the
witnesses have been in
the detention center with
the defendant.”
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Cassandra Lucero with
her son, Andre Coca,
who is 13. Lucero was
murdered a year ago and
her charred remains were
found in Mora County.
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Partly cloudy with a slight chance of
rain in the afternoon.
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to attack him and that he
had done so several times
in the past.
Griego stayed on the
line with an emergency
operator and applied pressure to a gunshot wound
on Serna’s chest until help
arrived.
No charges have been
filed, and attempts to
reach Griego for comment
were unsuccessful.
“We are wanting the
process to be a little bit
more timely,” Serna’s
daughter, Sahra Martinez,
said in a phone interview.
“We’re wanting a closer
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