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Former ‘Harvey Girls’ dormitory
once again welcomes residents
By Ryan Lowery
ChileStreet.com

R

estoration of the Rawlins
Building — a National Register of Historic Places structure
— is almost done, and it will soon
function much like it did in the late
19th century, with commercial space
on the main level and apartments for
rent upstairs. In fact, owners Tom
and Tina Clayton expect to start renting rooms within weeks.
“This fall is the target. COVID kind
of put us in a holding pattern for a
period of time, especially with supplies and equipment,” Tom Clayton
said. “It’s been a long project, but it’s
something we’re excited about.”
The Rawlins Building is located on
Railroad Avenue in Las Vegas, New
Mexico. It’s a part of town that roared
to life after the arrival of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad in
1879.
When the first locomotive rolled
into Las Vegas on the Fourth of July

that year, a brass band played and
hundreds of people showed up to
celebrate its arrival. Over the next
few years, the railroad brought new
goods and visitors to the Meadow
City, boosting the town’s prominence,
making it comparable in size to Denver, Colorado, or El Paso, Texas.
Within a short few years, the area
along Railroad Avenue was bustling
with activity and the construction
of new buildings, giving birth to a
second business district that rivaled
the well-established one just a mile
east around the town plaza. By 1889,
a new railroad depot had been built,
and just across the street, local entrepreneur William W. Rawlins was
overseeing the final touches to the
construction of his latest venture, a
two-story building called Rawlins
House.
With the new building finished,
Rawlins — an English immigrant
See HARVEY, Page A2
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The Rawlins Building is located on Railroad Avenue. It’s a part of town that roared
to life after the arrival of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad in 1879.

HLC again places
Luna Community
College on probation

Title game bound!

By Ryan Lowery
Special to the Optic
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Robertson High School sophomore wide receiver Mateo Contreras leaps high into
the air to catch one of his three touchdowns Saturday in the Cardinals’ 38-29 state
semifinal victory against Socorro High School. Robertson will face St. Michael’s at 1
p.m. Saturday at Cardinal Stadium to decide the Class 3A state championship. For
full coverage, see the B-section of this edition.

Just one year after Luna Community College ended a three-year
struggle to maintain accreditation,
the college has again been placed on
probationary status.
The Higher Learning Commission, a nonprofit agency that
accredits around 1,000 colleges and
universities in the U.S., has placed
Luna on probation, citing in a Nov.
4 letter to Luna that the college does
not meet the agency’s criteria for
accreditation for reasons “related
to integrity: ethical and responsible
conduct.”
The HLC stated in the letter that
Luna is not in compliance with a
criterion that the school’s governing board be “autonomous to make
decisions in the best interest of the
institution in compliance with board
policies and to ensure the institution’s integrity.”
In a written statement to the
Optic, Luna President Dr. Edward
Martinez said he and the Board of
Trustees are committed to a successful resolution of the HLC’s findings.
“We believe Luna Community

“We believe Luna Community College is a vital asset
to our students, their families and the communities
we serve, and our attention
to rectifying HLC’s concerns
are of paramount importance to us.”
~
Edward Martinez
Luna Community College President

College is a vital asset to our students, their families and the communities we serve, and our attention to rectifying HLC’s concerns
are of paramount importance to
us,” Martinez said. “As we address
HLC’s finding, I want to focus on
the future toward an even stronger
Luna Community College.”
While under probationary sanctions imposed by the HLC, Luna
will be given the opportunity to
remedy the issues that led to the
See LUNA, Page A7

Lawsuit between City of Las Vegas and acequias
concludes after four decades
By Phil Scherer
Las Vegas Optic Editor

A lawsuit between the City of Las
Vegas and the local acequias originally
filed more than 40 years ago has reached
its conclusion, with a judge ordering the
city to pay more than $1.7 million to the

acequias. As part of the agreement, the
city will have access to two water rights
that it can use as necessary to fill and
refill reservoirs for municipal purposes.
One water right, with an 1835 priority, is for 1,200 acre feet per year. That
is the equivalent of more than 390 mil-
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acreage to “minimize the detrimental impact” to the acequias due to the
potential loss of water, according to the
court decision.
The final amount was determined
See ACEQUIAS, Page A7
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St. Michael’s

lion gallons of water per year. The other
water right, with an 1881 priority, is
for 1,400 acre feet per year. That is the
equivalent of more than 456 million gallons per year.
The $1.7 million payout will be split
among the affected acequias based on
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