
For nearly 40 years, Elaine 
Luna has served San Miguel 
County as a social worker 
and community health advo-
cate. Last week, county lead-
ers showed their appreciation 
for her efforts, giving her the 
first annual Women of Influ-
ence Award. 

Sheriff Chris Lopez and 
Patricia Gallegos from the 
Rio Grande Treatment Center 
presented the award. 

“We really looked at the 

history and longevity of 
her efforts in our healthcare 
system locally,” Lopez said. 
“A lot of people have come 
and gone, but I can say that 
Elaine has been here through 
thick and thin.”

Luna, an Española native, 
came to Las Vegas in 1977 
to study at New Mexico 
Highlands University, where 
she earned her undergradu-
ate and graduate degrees in 
social work.
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NMDOH awaiting word on 

COVID-19 booster shots

T
he New Mexico Department of 
Health is “actively planning” for 
COVID-19 booster vaccinations, 

but is awaiting direction from the Cen-

ters for Disease Control before adminis-

tering them, according to deputy secre-

tary Laura Parajon. 

A U.S. Food and Drug Administra-

tion advisory panel last Friday chose 
not to recommend booster shots of the 
Pfizer vaccine for all Americans, instead 
recommending them only for people 
over 65 or at high risk of COVID-19 
complications. This recommendation is 
in line with what the United Kingdom 
currently recommends. 

A final decision on the recommen-
dations is still pending from the FDA 
and CDC, though it should be decided 

before the end of the month, according 
to Parajon. 

The booster shot “may eventually be 
indicated for the general population, I 
just don’t think we’re there yet,” said 
Ofer Levy, the director of the Precision 
Vaccines Program at Boston Children’s 
Hospital.

Parajon said there are risks involved 
in introducing boosters too soon or 
too frequently to combat a virus like 

COVID-19. She also said existing studies 
on COVID-19 boosters are still prelimi-
nary, and risks may not yet be known. 

“We aren’t sure those studies went 
deep enough,” Parajon said. 

She said that current two-dose vac-
cines have proven to be safe and effec-
tive, as fully vaccinated individuals 
are currently five times less likely to be 
infected, and more than 10 times less 
likely to be hospitalized or die.

Mountain lion 
spotted around 

town

Elaine Luna honored for 

community health care efforts

Harbor Freight Tools, 
which has more than 
1,200 stores nationwide, 
is opening a store in Las 
Vegas.

The store will be locat-
ed at the former Bealls 
department store at 2500 
Seventh St. across from 
Walmart, said Craig Hoff-
man, director of corporate 
communications for Har-
bor Freight. Bealls closed 

its store about one year 
ago.

Renovations are under-
way for the 18,450-square-
foot space with a soft 
opening scheduled for 
mid to late October and 
a grand opening planned 
for the first week in 
November, Hoffman said.

The store will employ 
25 to 30 part- and full-
time workers. He didn’t 
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Carlos Lopez, owner of Contractors Supply in Las Vegas, removes an estimated 100-year-old oak wine vat from 
the basement of the former Maloof building on Bridge Street.

Eight, roughly 100-year-old 
oak wine vats were removed 
last week from the basement of 
the former Maloof building on 
Bridge Street.

Carlos Lopez, owner of Con-
tractors Supply in Las Vegas, 
removed and is storing the vats. 
Lopez is considering displaying 
a few at Buffalo Hall, a soon-

to-open restaurant and bar on 
Grand Avenue, which he owns.

The vats are in good condition 
except one that was rotted out 
on the bottom, Lopez said. He 
theorizes that the building’s roof, 
which caved in about 50 years 
ago, and the first-story floor may 
have protected the vats from 
deteriorating.

A distributor of alcohol, the 
Maloof family constructed the 
building between 1909 and 1912, 

according to Lawrence Quintana, 
vice chairman for Las Vegas 
Citizens’ Committee for Historic 
Preservation. Quoting the infor-
mation from Joseph Lordi’s book, 
“Las Vegas New Mexico,” Quin-
tana noted it replaced a pre-1898 
blacksmith shop.

Billy Rogers, owner of Gonza-
les Mortuary in Las Vegas, said 
his grandfather and his grand-
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Eight, 100-year-old vats removed 
from Bridge Street building

Koree Henkenius 
won’t be taking her dog 
for any more late-night 
backyard bathroom 
breaks after encounter-
ing a mountain lion.

“As soon as I went 
around the corner, I 
turned around and saw 
it sitting there watch-
ing,” said Henkenius, 
who lives at 919 7th St. 
“Its tail was longer than 
its body and it was way 
bigger than my Dober-
man.” 

She saw the lion at 
4 a.m. on Sept. 15 and 
believes it was full-
grown.

Tristanna Bickford, 
communications director 
for New Mexico Depart-
ment of Game & Fish in 
Santa Fe, said earlier in 
the summer the agency 
had received several 
reports of a mountain 
lion in Las Vegas.

“Officers went out 
and were never able to 
see a mountain lion,” 
Bickford said.

She said it’s very 
unusual to see a cougar 
in town, let alone in the 
mountains.

“They are very elu-
sive and very indepen-
dent,” Bickford said. 
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Pecos man killed in 

rollover crash

A Pecos man was 
killed after the sport util-
ity vehicle he was driving 
on northbound Interstate 
25 left the roadway and 
rolled shortly before 2 
p.m. Friday, state police 
said.

John Armijo, 65, was 

thrown from his 2006 
Toyota RAV4 in the crash 
north of Santa Fe, police 
said.

 Alcohol does appear 
to be a factor, and it 
appears Armijo was not 
property wearing his seat-
belt, police said.  

The Office of the 
Medical Investigator pro-
nounced him dead.
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