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Retired teacher’s murder
shocks community
By Gwen Albers
Las Vegas Optic

L

inda Montoya
struggles to understand why Robert
“Robbie” Lujan allegedly
killed his mother, retired
West Las Vegas teacher
and coach Virginia Lujan.
The criminal complaint indicates that
Robbie Lujan routinely
took drugs including
fentanyl and possibly
methamphetamines and
he would get violent.
“These drugs can ruin
so many good people,”
said Montoya, a West
Las Vegas School Board
member and retired
teacher who worked with
Virginia Lujan.

“I was shocked. I kept reading the (news)
article and I’m like ‘what the heck?’ I
guess we never realize what’s going on
behind other people’s doors.”
~
Valerie Martinez
Former student of Virginia Lujan

“They get hooked on
the stuff and it ruins
them,” Montoya said “He
would’ve never done this
to his Mom. She loved
her son so much.”
Robbie Lujan, 38,
allegedly got into a fight
with his 72-year-old
mother on Monday at
the Albuquerque home
where he lives, causing injuries that led to

the Las Vegas woman’s
death, police said. Robbie
Lujan was charged with
first-degree murder and
has admitted to killing
her, according to court
records.
West Head Boys Basketball Coach David Bustos taught gym with Virginia Lujan for nine years
and coached Robbie for
See MURDER, Page A2
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Retired West Las Vegas Head Softball Coach Virginia Lujan, middle row on right,
and her husband, Ismael, in back, led the Lady Dons to 1981-82 Class 3A State
Tournament. The team took second place. From left in front, are Mary-Agnes
Lucero, Missy Lucero and Bea Archuleta; middle, Linda Romero, Darlene Loera,
Yvette Romero, Helen Crespin and Armella Romero; and in back, Yolanda Archuleta, Francine Silva, Loretta Abreu, Francine Gonzales, Etta Lujan and Cindy
Anaya.

Voters asked
to renew 2-mill
tax levy
By Gwen Albers
Las Vegas Optic
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Rudy Laumbach, left, and Jim Abreu hold documents and photos of their families who traveled the Santa Fe Trail.
The historic trail that contributed to the growth of Las Vegas is commemorating its 200th anniversary with a threeday November conference in Las Vegas and Santa Fe.

Conference to focus on historic year
2021 marks the 200th anniversary of Santa Fe Trail
By Gwen Albers
Las Vegas Optic

In addition to their love for
history, Las Vegans Rudy Laumbach and Jim Abreu share something else in common.
Both have ancestors who traveled the historic Santa Fe Trail,
an international commercial
highway that provided new
opportunities and contributed to
the growth of Las Vegas. Their
families may have even crossed
paths with each other.
To commemorate the 200th
anniversary of New Mexico-Santa
Fe Trail, Laumbach and Abreu
will speak about their families’
experiences during a three-day

conference in Las Vegas and
Santa Fe. Both will present on
Nov. 12 at the Plaza Hotel in
Las Vegas. The conference will
continue at the Plaza Hotel for
the morning of Nov. 13 and then
continue in Santa Fe later that
day and on Nov. 14.
The event will include presentations, lunches, dinners and
entertainment. For information or
to register, call 425-8803.
The Camino de Corazon &
End of Trail Santa Fe Trail Association chapters, New Mexico
State Daughters of the American
Revolution, Historical Society of
New Mexico, New Mexico Genealogical Society and Hispanic

Research Center of New Mexico
are sponsoring the event.
Laumbach’s family traveled
the 869-mile trail, which connects
Franklin, Missouri, with Santa Fe,
between 1840 and 1861. The first
was his great-great-great grandfather, Bernardo Martin. Martin
went to Missouri on a trading
trip and took his 10-year-old
son. The boy was stolen while in
Missouri and came back to New
Mexico 10 years later, but did not
remain in the area.
A retired civil engineer, Laumbach’s great-great-grandfather
took a solo one-way trip west
See TRAIL, Page A2
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NMHU Volleyball
prepares to take on
No. 1 Metro State

By Gwen Albers
Las Vegas Optic

West Las Vegas
School Board on
Wednesday voted
unanimously to pursue
purchasing the closed
Kiva Theater at 109
Bridge St. for an auditorium.
The school district
will use some of the
$9.3 million it received
in federal COVID-19
relief funds to buy the
theater, which closed
in 2013. The board’s
vote gives superin-

Ida Lujan

tendent Christopher
Gutierrez permission
to get the property
appraised. The school
district cannot pay
more than fair market
value.
Performances are
currently held in the
high school cafeteria.
School board member Manuel Lucero
asked if a feasibility
study had been done
on the 109-year-old
building.
See KIVA, Page A6
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Voters in the Las
Vegas City Schools
district will be asked to
renew a 2-mill tax levy
to generate $8.5 million
for upgrades to buildings.
A majority vote during the Nov. 2 General
Election is needed for
the levy to pass.
“The biggest thing
I want everyone to
understand is this
will not raise property
taxes,” superintendent
Larryssa Archuleta
said Wednesday.
Voters must renew

the levy every four
years. The measure
was approved when it
appeared on the ballot for renewal in 2017,
generating enough
for $11 million in
upgrades.
Planned improvements outlined by
Archuleta include:
• Safety and security
upgrades, including
cameras and antiquated fire alarms
throughout the district
and playground equipment at Los Ninos and
Sierra Vista elementary
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