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Arrest made in 2021 Mora
murder case
By Phil Scherer
Las Vegas Optic Editor

F

our months after a
shooting that left Mora
resident John Serna dead,
David Griego has been arrested and charged with second
degree murder, as well as two
other misdemeanor charges.
The murder charge was filed
in Mora Magistrate Court on
Wednesday. Griego also faces

charges of criminal trespass
and unlawful carrying of a
deadly weapon.
According to court documents, before 10 a.m. Sept. 12,
2021, Serna, along with two
other men, were driving on
County Road A042, preparing to install a propane tank,
prior to the shooting. Serna,
who was behind the other two
men, reportedly stopped the

backhoe trailer he was driving when he saw Griego, and
approached him 50 yards from
the road, which began the
altercation.
Griego told police that Serna
approached him in an aggressive manner, alleging he was
threatening him with a rock he
found on the ground. Griego
said he had been “terrified” of
Serna ever since a 2016 inci-

dent in which Serna hit Griego
on the head with a club, for
which Serna was convicted of
a misdemeanor in 2019.
Griego told police that prior
to that incident he had never
carried a gun, but he has ever
since when going near Serna’s
property.
Serna was allegedly running
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Garcia chosen as
county commission
chair for second
straight year
By Phil Scherer
Las Vegas Optic Editor
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Local members of Amnesty International held a demonstration in favor of closing Guantanamo Prison on Tuesday.
the 20th anniversary of its opening. The group was urging action on what local Amnesty International coordinator
Carrol Pearson called, “this exorbitantly expensive human rights disaster.”

NMHU requires booster shots
or regular testing
By Emily Withnall

San Miguel County
Commissioner Harold
Garcia was selected as
the commission chair
for the second year in
a row during Tuesday’s regular meeting.
The commission
chair is the top position on the county’s
governing body, and
is selected by the commissioners themselves.
Garcia took over the
position last year,
replacing Maria Martinez, who was not reelected in November
2020.
“It’s definitely an
honor to have the com-

By Ryan Lowery

New Mexico Highlands University is
implementing new
COVID protocols to
ensure the safety of all
students, staff, and faculty on campus.
These changes are
being implemented on
the main campus and
the Highlands University centers in an effort
to curb the spread of
the Omicron variant,
but leadership at the
university anticipates
that these measures will
help to keep the campus
safe when future variants arise as well.
Highlands University will be requiring
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A Las Vegas woman
charged with delivering illegal drugs to
the jail where her boyfriend was being held
on murder charges has
avoided going to trial
by accepting a plea
agreement.
Sky A. Sedillo, 24,
pleaded guilty last
month to trafficking
heroin and one count
of conspiracy to commit trafficking.
District Judge
Michael Aragon on
Dec. 10 sentenced
Sedillo to five years
of supervised probation and ordered her
to pay $15,000 in fines.
Judge Aragon also
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missioners select me
again this year,” Garcia told the Optic. “It
shows me they believe
in what I’m doing, and
that they believe we
are doing a good job.”
Garcia said being
commission chair is
a big commitment,
and one he appreciates because he wants
to keep the county
moving in a positive
direction. He also told
the Optic he plans to
run for a second fouryear term this year. He
was first elected to the
county commission in
2018.
In addition, comSee COUNTY, Page 7
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N.M. Highlands University

Highlands University will be requiring booster shots for all students, staff, and faculty
who are eligible for one as per CDC guidelines. The deadline for submitting booster
shot verification will be Feb. 25.
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Skye Sedillo
stipulated that upon
successful completion
of the sentence, both
felony charges would
be discharged from
her record. Sedillo had
faced a maximum sentence of nine years in
prison and $15,000 in
fines.
See DRUGS, Page 2
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