WEDNESDAY | May 11, 2022

Crews achieve containment
on eastern portion of fire
Major concerns remain in Mora County and south of Las Vegas
By Phil Scherer
Las Vegas Optic Editor
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ust over a week ago,
the Hermits Peak/
Calf Canyon Fire was
advancing rapidly toward
Las Vegas, thanks to high
winds pushing down from
the northwest. Areas like
the castle at United World
College in Montezuma, the
Las Vegas water treatment
facility and the west side
of Las Vegas appeared to
be in imminent danger.
And while catastrophic
circumstances remain in
the area, specifically to
the north in Mora County
and heading south of Las
Vegas, strategies used
by some of the best fire
crews in the United States
slowed the spread toward
the town with the largest population in either
county currently impacted
by the fire, potentially sav-

ing hundreds of homes
and lives.
Monday morning, for
the first time since the fire
began, the map released
by the U.S. Forest Service featured black lines
around the eastern portion
of the fire perimeter map.
This indicates fire crews
believe they have achieved
containment around that
portion of the fire, a major
accomplishment at this
point of the fire suppression efforts.
Having that area contained will allow crews
to focus more energy on
the areas currently being
impacted the most by the
fire.
One of the major strategies used over the past
week by fire crews has
been to burn areas ahead
of the fire, making sure
See FIRE, Page 2
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Back-burning, or the process of burning vegitation in an area before a wildfire can reach it, has played a major
role in allowing the Forest Service to contain the eastern edge of the Hermits Peak/Calf Canyon Fire. Here, this
process is shown at Highway 283 west of Las Vegas.

Community
Foundation
awards first relief
grants
Las Vegas Optic reports

The Las Vegas NM
Community Foundation
has awarded its first
emergency relief grants
in the wake of the disastrous Hermit’s Peak and
Calf Canyon wildfires,
which have devastated large areas in San
Miguel and Mora counties, according to Board
Chair Elmo Baca.
The Las Vegas NM
Community Foundation

has already awarded
$10,000 each to the Mora
County Water Alliance
and Visiones Collaborativas of Mora. Funds
will support purchasing
of essential generators to
power damaged pump
systems and also provide badly needed meals
and shelter services for
those families and individuals in Mora County
evacuated by the fires
See GRANTS, Page 7
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As part of the coordinated firing operation, teams of CL-415 “Water Scoopers” dropped water onto the area just
south of NM 283. The wetting of the grasses with the scoopers made the fuels less receptive to burning, in case
any embers from the firing operation on the north side of the highway got carried in by errant winds.

Forest Service defends prescribed
burn that caused Hermits Peak fire
By Shaun Griswold
Source New Mexico

A United States Forest Service
spokesperson said the prescribed
burn that got out of control to
become the Hermits Peak fire
is a rare occurrence, and she
defended prescribed burns as a
necessary risk required to protect the nation’s forests.
The service is also conducting

a “review” of the Las Dispensas
prescribed burn April 6 south of
Mora, New Mexico. Because of
the “review,” the spokesperson
said Friday, the service will not
provide additional details about
the decision to ignite the fire on
a windy April day or provide
Source New Mexico a copy of
the “prescribed burn plan.” The
plan is a document that must
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By Ryan Lowery
Special to the Optic

be prepared in advance of any
prescribed burn that includes
details about forecasted weather
conditions, potential hazards,
personnel needs and other information.
“As with most cases, the prescribed fire is currently under
review,” Forest Service spokesperson Michelle Burnett told

A man armed with a
knife was nearly shot while
attempting to rob a woman
at a Las Vegas motel, according to an arrest affidavit.
Police arrested 40-yearold John Paul Chavez April
27, two days after they say
he threatened the woman

See DEFENDS, Page 2
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