
The Las Vegas City 
Council passed a reso-
lution at Wednesday’s 
meeting that limits 
the sales of cannabis 
between 8 a.m. and 11 
p.m. Monday-Saturday 
and noon to 10 p.m. on 
Sundays. 

Lawmakers in Janu-
ary legalized the use 
of recreational can-
nabis in New Mexico. 
Sales are expected to 
begin April 1.

City council’s reso-

lution also bans the 
use of cannabis on 
public property and 
establishes that dis-
pensaries may not be 
located within 300 feet 
of schools, daycares or 
churches. 

The resolution is 
meant to act as a tem-
porary measure to 
protect the city from 
potential liability 
issues until a perma-
nent ordinance is 
passed by the council, 
which city attorney 
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Deadly shooting claims life of Mora man

P
olice have launched a homicide 
investigation after a Mora man 
was shot and killed earlier this 

week.

New Mexico State Police responded 

to calls about a shooting near a home 

on County Road A042 in Mora just 

before 10 a.m. on Sept. 12. When officers 

arrived, they found 66-year-old John 
Serna dead from an apparent gunshot 
wound, according to Lt. Mark Soriano, a 
spokesman for NMSP.

During the initial investigation, police 
determined that Serna and a man police 
have not publicly identified got into “an 
altercation” that resulted in Serna being 
shot to death, according to Soriano.

Serna was pronounced dead at the 
scene of the shooting by the Office of 

the Medical Investigator. His body was 
transported to Albuquerque where an 
autopsy will be performed.

Soriano said the shooting is being 
investigated as a homicide, but no one 
has been arrested.

“This homicide investigation remains 
active and ongoing, as Investigation 
Bureau agents continue to gather any 
and all relevant evidence, interviews 
and information,” he said. “Throughout 

the process, investigative findings will 

be shared with the Fourth Judicial Dis-

trict Attorney.”

Mora residents made the Optic aware 

of the shooting on Monday, but NMSP 

did not respond to requests for informa-

tion until Wednesday.

This remains a developing situation. 

The Optic will provide more informa-

tion as it is made available.

Pecos graduate 
sues district over 
‘discriminatory’ 

policy

County opens facility for plastics, cardboard, aluminum

Recycling rebounding?

Renee Valdez, who recently moved back to 
Las Vegas after living in New York and Seattle, 
is frustrated with the lack of recycling options 
here.

“I currently do all cardboard at Highlands, 
but everything else I haul once a month to Santa 
Fe,” Valdez said.

Kaitlyn O’Brien, public relations specialist 
with the New Mexico Environment Depart-
ment, said state officials foresee improvements 
with the recycling situation.

“In fact, there are many materials that still 
have strong markets for recycling,” O’Brien 
said. “Some examples are metals and card-
board.”

In addition, a recycling facility has opened 
at the Pecos transfer station on County Road 
B52 for San Miguel County residents who live 

A 2019 Pecos High 
School graduate is suing 
the district, claiming she 
was publicly humiliated 
for sitting next to her 
lesbian girlfriend on the 
school bus, and denied 
an apology for a verbal 
policy that prohibits dat-
ing couples to sit on the 
bus together.

The suit filed by De 
Anza Angel Dimas, 20, 
of the Pecos-Las Vegas 
area, also names former 
Pecos athletic coordina-
tor Michael Flores, for-
mer superintendent Fred 
Trujillo and the school 
board as defendants.

A former Pecos bas-
ketball player, Dimas 
claims that on Jan. 4, 
2019, before the bus left 
for a tournament, she 
and her girlfriend – also 
a basketball player – 
were asked to get off 
the bus, according to the 

suit filed in 4th Judicial 
District Court. Flores 
apparently interrogated 
Dimas about their rela-
tionship and informed 
her that students 
involved in a dating 
relationship could not 
sit together on the bus 
or share a room for an 
overnight trip.

Plaintiff Dimas was 
highly humiliated, dis-
respected and distressed 
at being forcibly “outed” 
before her teammates 
and other students, the 
suit claims. During the 
trip, students on the bus 
asked her why she was 
taken outside, separated 
and asked to sit else-
where.

Dimas wrote the 
school administration 
about the Jan. 4 incident 
and Trujillo reiterated 
the school’s policy of 
separating students 
involved with dating 
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The $4.5 million Champion Xpress car wash under construction across from Walmart is expected to open in late 
December.

A $4.5 million car wash 
under construction across from 
Walmart is expected to open in 
late December, said Derrick Mer-
chant, co-owner of the Lubbock, 
Texas, chain.

Champion Express will 
employ 14 to 18 part- and full-
time workers who, with tips, can 

make $15 to $16 an hour, Mer-
chant said.

The company is also seeking a 
fast-food or sit-down restaurant 
for the same parcel purchased 
from Franken Properties, he 
said. Starbucks expressed inter-
est in the location, but built its 
yet-to-be-opened store on Mills 
Avenue across from Walgreens 
instead.

Founded in 2008, Champion 
owns 10 car washes in Colorado, 
Utah and New Mexico, Merchant 
said. The company plans to 
expand to more than 70 locations 
by 2023 and has 14 car washes 
under construction, including 
five in Albuquerque. Champion 
will end up with 21 locations in 
northern New Mexico, he said.

See CAR WASH, Page A2

$4.5M car wash under 
construction in Las Vegas
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Renee Valdez loaded her car with items for recycling, which she 
takes to Santa Fe.
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City Council 
passes ordinance 

regulating 
cannabis sales
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