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New Mexico reduces 

isolation time to 5 days

T
he New Mexico Department 
of Health announced last 
week that it is implement-

ing revised federal guidance sur-
rounding isolation and quarantine 
for COVID-19, amid the continued 
surge of the Omicron variant. 

On Dec. 27, the Centers for 
Disease Control reduced its recom-
mended COVID guidelines for iso-
lation (when you are sick or infect-
ed with COVID) and quarantine 
(following exposure) from ten days 

to five days, along with providing 
other critical guidance including 
the importance of mask wearing to 
prevent further transmission of the 
virus.

For anyone who tests positive for 
COVID regardless of vaccination 
status (Isolation):

•Stay home for 5 days.
•You DO NOT need to get an 

additional PCR test if you have had 
a positive at-home rapid test.

•If you have no symptoms after 
five days, you can leave your house 

but wear a mask for five more days.
•If you have a fever, continue to 

stay home until your fever is gone 
for 24 hours.

•To prevent the spread of 
COVID, tell anyone you have 
recently had close contact with and 
encourage them to get tested, moni-
tor for symptoms, and reduce expo-
sure to other people.

For anyone who has symptoms 
of COVID-19 regardless of your 
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Man accused 
of stealing 
guns faces 

new charges

State surpasses 6,000 deaths since pandemic began

Local group 
secures education 

grants to help 
students

The Northeast 
Regional Education 
Cooperative, which 
covers school districts 
in San Miguel, Mora 
and Guadalupe coun-
ties, has secured sev-
eral grants that will 
prove the lives and 
education of local stu-
dents. 

The NEREC cov-
ers Las Vegas City 
Schools, West Las 
Vegas, Pecos, Mora, 
Wagon Mound and 
Santa Rosa. It is one of 
10 regional education 
cooperatives in New 
Mexico. Their purpose 
is to serve the needs 
of the rural districts 
across the state. Of 
the 89 districts in New 
Mexico, 68 are consid-
ered rural, according 
to NEREC Executive 
Director Jim Abreu. 

Recently, the 
NEREC secured a 
$300,000 grant from 
the US Department 
of Education that will 
focus on school librar-
ies. The group plans 
to add to and expand 
their book collections 
and all other liter-
ary as well as online 
resources. 

The grant is for five 
years, meaning the 
group has a sustained 
funding source to 
transform the librar-
ies in each of these 
districts over the next 
several years. 

The NEREC has 
been having weekly 
Zoom meetings with 
the librarians and 
district representa-
tives to discuss fund-
ing options, and 
Abreu said everyone 

A former security 
officer charged with 
stealing several guns 
and other items from a 
New Mexico National 
Guard contractor is 
now accused of stealing 
from another previous 
employer.

Felony burglary 
and larceny charges 
have been filed against 
Jacob S. Santillanes, 31, 
of Pecos. Santillanes 
already faces multiple 
felony charges related to 
missing firearms taken 
from a guard shack 
where he used to work, 
and for allegedly selling 
one of those guns to a 
man via Facebook Mes-
senger.

The new charges 
were filed in San Miguel 
Magistrate Court on Jan. 
5; however, the charges 
stem from a burglary 
that took place on Nov. 
11, 2021.

New Mexico State 
Police began investi-

gating a burglary at a 
Dollar General store in 
Pecos after obtaining 
security camera footage 
of two men entering the 
store on Nov. 11.

Surveillance video 
reviewed by police 
showed two men enter 
the store through the 
front doors using a key, 
according to the affi-
davit. One of the men 
attempted to disable the 
security alarm by enter-
ing a code on a keypad, 
and though the code did 
not work, he was able to 
successfully open a safe. 
After removing some 
cash, the man relocked 
the safe, and both 
men left the building 
through the front door, 
which they relocked 
using a key.

Police responded 
to the store that night 
because the security 
alarm had been trig-
gered, but officers 
didn’t find anyone in 
the building. A manager 
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The Santa Fe Community Foundation recently announced their Fall 2021 Grant Cycle awardees, and its Board of 
Directors awarded Hermit’s Peak Watershed Alliance with a $15,000 grant for organizational capacity development 
during the 2022 fiscal year.

“Hermit’s Peak Watershed 
Alliance would like to express its 
deep appreciation for the Santa 
Fe Community Foundation’s 
support,” said Mark Gillingham, 
HPWA’s Board chairperson. 

The Foundation recently 
announced their Fall 2021 Grant 

Cycle awardees, and its Board of 
Directors awarded HPWA with a 
$15,000 grant for organizational 
capacity development during the 
2022 fiscal year. This is a great 
honor and blessing at a criti-
cal time in the Alliance’s work, 
according to Gillingham. It is 
also a recognition of the strong 

local support for this work by 
the community.

“The Foundation’s belief and 
investment will help us to con-
tinue to serve our watershed 
neighbors—farmers, ranchers, 
small communities, and urban 
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HPWA awarded $15,000 
capacity-building grant
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