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Homicide
charges filed in
death of former
Mora basketball
coach
By Ryan Lowery
Special to the Optic

Jim Weber/Courtesy of The New Mexican

President Joe Biden Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham and New Mexico Secretary of Homeland Security and Emergency Management David Dye (right) lead a meeting with congressional leaders, state and local officials to discuss the
two-month-long Hermits Peak/Calf Canyon inferno at the New Mexico National Guard Armory on June 11, 2022.

Biden: Feds will pay
all costs from massive
wildfire — for now
By Austin Fisher
Source New Mexico

P

resident Joe Biden this
week said the federal
government would pay
the whole bill for the ongoing
Hermits Peak-Calf Canyon fire,
including repairs to homes, farms
and businesses damaged by fires,
and temporary housing.
“I’m thinking about what
you’re thinking,” he said. “We
have a responsibility to help this
state recover, to help the families
who have been here for centuries.”
Biden said he is allowing all
of the costs to be reimbursed. He
amended his disaster declaration for New Mexico to increase
the federal share from 75% to

100% for removing debris and to
include “emergency protective
measures,” like direct aid for all
eligible costs for the first 90 days
of the fire burning under the Stafford Act.
That means the government
will pay people outright, rather
than offering financial assistance
like loans.
The act allows the president
to cover rent and utilities for displaced people and families who
find new places to rent, and to
cover the repair or replacement
of private homes or private roads
destroyed or damaged by the fire.
But crucially for many of the
people displaced during the
disaster, the Stafford Act only
allows federal money to cover the

I’m thinking
about what you’re
thinking. We have a
responsibility to help
this state recover, to
help the families who
have been here for
centuries.
~
Joe Biden
United States President

construction of temporary housing and not permanent housing.
This aspect of it has been critiSee BIDEN, Page A6

BTU gives back to community
By Phil Scherer
Las Vegas Optic Editor

As a way of giving
back to the community,
BTU Do It Center this
week teamed up with the
Hermit’s Peak Watershed
Alliance to assist them in
their efforts to build back
the areas that have been
burnt in the community due to the Hermits
Peak/Calf Canyon Fire.
BTU donated more than
$4,000 worth of supplies
to the nonprofit organization that will go a long
way toward helping the
Hermit’s Peak Watershed
Alliance accomplish its
goals.
“I think it’s really
important for the comSee BTU, Page A7
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BTU donated more than $4,000 worth of supplies to the nonprofit organization that
will go a long way toward helping the Hermit’s Peak Watershed Alliance accomplish
its goals.
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Residents
displaced by fire
sue Forest Service
for withholding
records
By Ryan Lowery
Special to the Optic

A group of people
displaced by the Hermits Peak/Calf Canyon
Fire requested documents relating to the
largest wildfire in New
Mexico history. They
have yet to receive the
documents, and now
they’re suing the U.S.
Forest service for withholding them.
The group filed a
request in May under
the Freedom of Information Act, or FOIA,
a federal law that
requires disclosure
of certain documents
and records held by
the U.S. government
upon request. A federal
lawsuit filed last week
alleges the documents
were never handed
over by the Forest Service.
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Roy Pacheco the latest
local star to sign for
NMHU

The husband of former Mora High School
basketball coach Delilah Medina has been
charged with homicide by vehicle for
the crash that killed
Medina in July 2021.
She was 40.
On Monday, nearly
eleven months later,
an arrest warrant was
issued for 40-year-old
Arnell C. James. He is
charged with felony
homicide by vehicle,
misdemeanor DWI and
multiple traffic violations for a crash in the
early morning hours of
July 18, 2021.
Police responded
to the intersection of
NM-518 and NM-442
just after midnight
that July morning to
find James standing in
the middle of the road,
near a Toyota Prius
resting on its roof after
rolling several times,
according to an arrest
affidavit filed in Mora
Magistrate Court.
Medina’s body was

found in an embankment “several yards”
from the crash scene.
James first told
police that he and his
wife were at a party
in Las Vegas and that
he was the passenger
in the car, according
to the affidavit. He
later said they’d been
at a Las Vegas bar,
but said he could not
remember a lot of the
evening due to alcohol
consumption and his
emotional state.
James told police
that all he remembered
about the crash was
waking up in water
and looking for his
wife. He said there
might have been a
third occupant of the
vehicle, too, but he
wasn’t certain.
Investigators with
the New Mexico State
Police Crash Reconstruction Team determined James had been
driving the Toyota
Prius at the time of
the crash, and officers
smelled alcohol on his
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The group filed a
lawsuit in U.S. District
Court in Albuquerque
on June 8, accusing
the Forest Service of
improperly withholding records. Through
the lawsuit, the group
has requested the court
to issue an injunction
compelling the Forest
Service to provide the
requested records, and
to reimburse them for
the costs of litigation.
The FOIA request
was made May 4 in a
letter from an Albuquerque law firm on
behalf of 50 area residents.
The letter requested
plans and modifications
to plans authorizing
the prescribed burn
that led to the Hermits
Peak Fire; contracts
with third parties that
See SUE, Page A6
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