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Omicron surge 
continues to impact 
San Miguel County

S
an Miguel County contin-
ues to be ravaged by the 
Omicron variant of COVID-

19, entering the final week of 
January, tallying more than 700 
cases of the virus in the past 
week alone. 

Since Jan. 19, the New Mex-
ico Department of Health has 
reported 771 cases of the virus 
in San Miguel County, by far the 
highest total in a single week 
since the pandemic began in 

March 2020. 
Though some states are begin-

ning to see the latest peak in the 
virus subside, that has not been 
the case in New Mexico, where 
the state has counted at least 
5,000 new virus cases for five 
consecutive reporting days. 

Deaths related to COVID-19 
also remain a massive concern, 
as the state has reported 147 
deaths in the last week. Several 
hospitals across the state are at 
or nearing capacity due to the 
recent surge. 

Four of the recent deaths were 
San Miguel County residents, 
a man in his 60’s, a man in his 
70’s, a woman in her 70’s and a 
woman in her 80’s, according to 
the Department of Health. All of 
those individuals were hospital-
ized. 

Vaccination Numbers 

The state announced late last 
week that more than 90 per-
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Man charged in 

Cindy Rivera’s 

kidnapping 

nearing trial date

Police: Couple driving 

stolen car admitted to 

swallowing heroin, meth

An Oklahoma City 
man and his fiancée are 
facing felony charges for 
driving a stolen car and 
hiding illegal drugs fol-
lowing a traffic stop in 
Las Vegas.

Phillip A. Brother-
ton, 37, and Ashley D. 
Brown, 27, both of Okla-
homa, were charged fol-
lowing a traffic stop on 
Jan. 13.

A deputy with the San 
Miguel County Sheriff’s 
Office initiated a felony 
traffic stop around 2:40 
p.m. after the deputy 
received an alert about a 
stolen car that had been 
captured on camera by 
an automated license 
plate reader on Mills 
Avenue.

Automated license 
plate readers are cam-
eras that can be mounted 
on things like streetlight 
poles. The cameras cap-
ture images of license 

plate numbers, often 
checking them against 
a database of vehicles 
that have been reported 
stolen.

The sheriff’s deputy 
located the white GMC 
van with Arizona 
plates near the 1800 
block of New Mexico 
Avenue in Las Vegas. 
Though the vehicle had 
Arizona plates, it had 
been reported stolen in 
Shreveport, Louisiana, 
according to a probable 
cause statement filed in 
San Miguel Magistrate 
Court.

The deputy pulled 
over the van driven by 
Brotherton in the 300 
block of Santa Fe Street. 
With assistance from the 
Las Vegas Police Depart-
ment, Brotherton and his 
passenger, Brown, were 
detained for questioning.

Both denied knowing 
that the van had been 
reported stolen, accord-

The man arrested in 
connection with Cindy 
Rivera’s 2012 disap-
pearance is set to go to 
trial in mid-February, 
seven months after 
being charged. 

Anselmo “Chemo” 
Ortiz has been charged 
with kidnapping, a 
first-degree felony, and 
conspiracy to commit 
kidnapping, a third-
degree felony. 

Ortiz’s arrest comes 
after a nearly decade-
long police investi-
gation into Rivera’s 
disappearance. The 
warrant for Ortiz’s 
arrest was issued after 
NMSP investigators 
determined Rivera 
was killed by her ex-
husband, Christopher 
Trujillo, who commit-
ted suicide in May.

During the inves-
tigation, police inter-
viewed Ortiz’s ex-wife 
who said Ortiz had 
called her the night 
Rivera disappeared. 
She told investigators 
that Ortiz said he was 
“done” and that he was 
“going back to prison 

for the rest of his life,” 
according to an affida-
vit filed in San Miguel 
Magistrate Court. She 
also told police Ortiz 
later said he didn’t kill 
Rivera, but admitted 
he’d helped bury her 
body.

Following Trujillo’s 
death, investigators 
located recordings of 
phone calls on Tru-
jillo’s cellphone. In one 
call between Trujillo 
and his wife, Trujillo 
said, “I killed my ex-
wife Cindy Rivera, 
and buried her in the 
national forest. I’m 
going to tell them 
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Senate Bill 1 would increase the minimum pay for licensed teachers and is set to be heard in the Senate Education 
Committee Wednesday at 9 a.m.

As the National Guard is called 
in to staff schools struggling 
around the state, an effort to boost 
teacher pay in New Mexico is mov-
ing in a busy but short legislative 
session. 

Senate Bill 1 would increase the 
minimum pay for licensed teachers 
and is set to be heard in the Senate 
Education Committee Wednesday 
at 9 a.m. New hires would see 
$10,000 more in the tiered-system 
that bases salary on experience 
under the measure. Starting mini-

mum pay would rise to $50,000. 

Level two teachers would earn at 

least $60,000, and those with the 

highest level of experience and 

qualifications in level three would 

see their minimum salary bump to 
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Teacher pay raises headed for 
debate in committee
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