
N
ew Mexico High-
lands University is 
offering four-year, 

full scholarships for 2022 
graduates from eight area 
high schools.

So far, West Las Vegas 
and Santa Rosa Consolidated 
school districts, and Santa 
Fe Schools have agreed to 
partner with Highlands for 
the program, Benito Pacheco, 
senior director of strategic 
enrollment management, said 
Monday. 

NMHU, which has an 
enrollment of 2,750, is wait-

ing to hear from Las Vegas 
City Schools and Wagon 
Mound public school dis-
tricts, Mora and Pecos Inde-
pendent school districts, 
and Santa Fe Indian School, 
Benito said.

The program is for this 
year only. Students with at 
least a 3.0 grade-point aver-
age at the end of their junior 
year can apply. The deadline 
is Dec. 31.

The scholarships valued 
at $15,000 annually cover 
tuition, room and board, and 
will allow recipients to have 
an on-campus job, which at 
the current minimum wage, 

pays about $6,800 a year, 
Pacheco said.

 “We are a Hispanic insti-
tution and we take pride in 
transforming lives,” Pacheco 
said. “This is an opportunity 
to work as a partner with our 
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Las Vegas 
woman’s ashes 
given to wrong 

family

Love’s clerk held up  
at gunpoint

The cremated ashes 
of a Las Vegas woman 
were inadvertently 
given to another fam-
ily, who spread most 
of them before learning 
about the mix-up.

“We received some 
ashes (back) that were 
mixed in dirt, pine 
needles, bugs, and we 
found a worm,” said 
Amy Salazar, the daugh-
ter-in-law to the late 
Carmen Torres. “They 
were trying to pick up 
some of (the ashes). It’s 
like a bad dream.”

Torres, the mother 
of Luis and Anthony 
Salazar, both of Sapello, 
and Sandra Baca of Las 
Vegas, died on Sept. 23. 
She was 74.

Torres’ family made 
funeral arrangements 
with Rogers Mortuary in 
Las Vegas. Since Rogers 
doesn’t do cremations, 
the body was sent to 

Berardinelli Family 
Funeral Home in Santa 
Fe, who conducted the 
cremation and returned 
the ashes to Rogers.

Torres’ family discov-
ered they got the wrong 
remains when they 
checked the identifica-
tion coin and it didn’t 
match.

“We called the funer-
al home in Santa Fe and 
thought maybe they 
wrote down the wrong 
number,” Amy Sala-
zar said. “During the 
Rosary, I got a call from 
a weird number on my 
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The scholarships valued at $15,000 annually cover tuition, room and board, 
and will allow recipients to have an on-campus job, which at the current 
minimum wage, pays about $6,800 a year.
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The driver of this pickup suffered minor injuries and a dog was found dead inside the truck after a Saturday crash 
on state Route 518.

Three people were hurt and a 
dog was killed in a head-on crash 
involving the driver of a stolen 
vehicle on Saturday, state police 
said.

Angel Montijo, 24, of Albuquer-
que, who was allegedly under the 
influence of drugs, was treated for 
injuries after the crash at around 

noon on state Route 518 southeast 
of Mora, police said.

His 23-year-old female passen-
ger, also from Albuquerque, was 
taken Alta Vista Regional Hospi-
tal in Las Vegas and transferred 
to UNM Hospital in Albuquerque. 
Police did not identify her.

The other driver, a 61-year-old 
Las Vegas man who police also 
did not identify, was treated at 

the scene, police said. A dead dog 
was found inside the truck he was 
driving.

Montijo was southbound in a 
stolen 2019 Hyundai Tucson and 
attempted to pass another vehicle, 
police said. That’s when the car 
he was driving collided with a 
2003 GMC pickup driven in the 
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Three hurt, dog killed in crash 
southeast of Mora

An armed robber held up Love’s 
Travel Stop at 2401 N. Grand Ave. short-
ly after midnight on Monday, said Las 
Vegas Police Chief Antonio Salazar.

The suspect may have been a His-
panic male, weighing 210 to 215 pounds, 
Salazar said. He was wearing a black 

hoodie, black baseball cap with gray let-

tering, tan pants and dark-colored shoes.

He was allegedly carrying a pistol.

As of this morning, Salazar said he 

planned to meet with the investigating 

officers for additional details.  It’s not 

known if the suspect stole anything.

See ASHES, Page 2

See ROBBERY, Page 2

By Gwen Albers
Las Vegas Optic

Carmen Torres

By Gwen Albers
Las Vegas Optic

By Gwen Albers
Las Vegas Optic

An armed 
robbery 
allegedly 
held up 
Love’s 
Travel Stop 
on Grand 
Avenue 
shortly after 
midnight on 
Monday.

Courtesy photo

By Gwen Albers
Las Vegas Optic


