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Celebrating Veterans Day
Nine from LVHS Class of ’52 joined Navy together
By Gwen Albers
Las Vegas Optic

A

few months after graduating
from Las Vegas High School in
1952, nine boys from the class
of 102 students arrived at a San Diego
Naval base for 13 weeks of boot camp.
All played a role in the Korean Conflict from bases around the world. All
survived.
For Veterans Day on Thursday, the
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1547 in
Las Vegas will honor those who served
in the U.S. military. The ceremony will
begin at 11:11 a.m. at Veterans Park at
Fourth Street and Mills Avenue.
From the LVHS Class of 1952, Anselmo Valdez and Greg Loera, both of Las
Vegas; Manuel Quintana and Ralph
Maestas, both of Santa Fe; and Lorenzo
Martinez in California are among 18
million living veterans who will be
honored. Classmates who have passed,
but will be memorialized, are Charles
Fulgezi, Adolfo Maes, David Guerein
and Bill Turner.

“There weren’t many jobs
and we all thought if you
get Uncle Sam off your back,
you can come back and start
living
~
Anselmo Valdez
Gambles owner and Navy veteran

Valdez, the owner of Gambles at 615
6th St., said as high school graduation
approached, there was a group of boys
in his class who talked about joining the
military.
“There weren’t many jobs and we all
thought if you get Uncle Sam off your
back, you can come back and start living,” the 87-year-old said. “So we gave
him his four years.”
“I don’t know what made us choose
the Navy,” Valdez continued. “I
couldn’t see me as a Marine because
See VETERANS, Page 2
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Anselmo Valdez, 87, holds a photo taken when he and eight of his Las Vegas High
School classmates graduated from boot camp at a Naval base in San Diego.

City council allocates $21K
to promote holiday shopping
By Gwen Albers
Las Vegas Optic

The City of Las Vegas
has allocated $21,000 to
promote holiday shopping on Bridge Street and
the Old Town Plaza to
outsiders.
Advertising will
be done throughout
Northern New Mexico,
Southern Colorado and
West Texas with regional
newspapers, radio and
social media, said Nancy
Colalillo, owner of Paper
Trail and a Bridge Street
merchant for 25 years.
“Shop Las Vegas, NM...
Enjoy a traditional smalltown Christmas” is the
campaign theme.
City Council agreed
to pay for the campaign,
using money from the
5 percent tax charged
to guests of Las Vegas
See SHOPPING, Page 2

Shooter in 2019
murder sentenced
to decade in
prison
By Ryan Lowery
Special to the Optic
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This is the advertisement created to promote shopping in Las Vegas for the holiday
season.

Highlands faculty working under old contract
By Gwen Albers
Las Vegas Optic

The New Mexico Highlands University administration continues to
negotiate with its 90 faculty, who are
working under their old contract.
The faculty was originally offered
10 percent pay raises with strings
attached, said Kathy Jenkins, president of the NMHU Faculty and Staff
Association who teaches exercise
and sports science.
“They have since not offered
that to us,” said Jenkins, who didn’t
want to share additional information related to negotiations with the
Optic file photo

See HIGHLANDS, Page 2
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Sports
Dons win to set up
quarterfinal rematch with
Roberston
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A Cleveland man
was sentenced Friday
to 10 years in prison
for a September 2019
shooting in Mora
County that left a man
dead and his husband
injured.
Alex H. Pacheco, 26,
faced a maximum of
14 years for the killing
of Jermain Jennings
and injuring his nephew, Ben Montoya Jr.
“He has no prior
(criminal history),”
said Fourth Judicial
District Attorney Tom
Clayton. “It was a
rather lengthy and
emotional sentencing
hearing, on both sides
quite honestly.”
The day of the
shooting, Montoya had
received text messages
from Pacheco.
In many of those
texts, Pacheco was
“calling him names,”
according to the criminal complaint filed
in Mora Magistrate
Court.
Jennings and Montoya went to Pacheco’s
apartment around
midnight on Sept. 28.
Montoya told police
that when he and
Jennings knocked on
Pacheco’s door, Pacheco said, “I don’t want
to talk,” then began
shooting, according
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to court
records.
Jennings
was shot
three
times,
accord- Alex Pacheco
ing to the complaint.
He died at a hospital
in Albuquerque. Montoya was released after
receiving treatment in
an intensive care unit.
“No one wins in
these types of situations — Sharmaine
Jennings lost her son.
Ben Montoya Jr. lost
his partner and Pacheco lost his freedom,”
Clayton said. “Ms.
Jennings and Mr. Montoya asked the court to
hold Pacheco accountable for his actions,
but they also displayed a tremendous
level of grace at the
sentencing hearing as
they forgave Pacheco
for his actions.”
Pacheco pleaded
guilty in August to
second-degree murder,
aggravated battery
causing great bodily
harm and shooting
from a vehicle.
Upon release from
prison, Pacheco will
be placed on two years
parole and five years
probation.
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