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Investigation
continues into
Mora murder
Las Vegas Optic reports

The New Mexico State
Police is continuing its
investigation into the
Sept. 12 murder of a Mora
man.
John Serna, 66, died
from an apparent gunshot
wound, police reported.
No charges have been
filed.
Police responded to
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Jamie Chavez stands next to the Gallinas River Walk mural he recently completed. The mural was vandalized
with blue spray paint last weekend.

New river walk mural
vandalized
By Gwen Albers
Las Vegas Optic

L

as Vegas Mayor Louie Trujillo wants to beautify the
city with artwork including
murals, sculptures and mosaics.
Local artist Jamie Chavez
recently completed one such mural
for the Gallinas River Walk. Sometime last weekend that mural was
vandalized with blue spray paint.
“I was saddened by the disrespect people have for one another,” Trujillo said. “Destroying a
piece of public art concerns me.
The person who did it should be
held accountable.”
Rotary of Las Vegas funded the

river walk mural.
“It’s just sad,” said Rose Contreras-Taylor, past president for
Rotary who oversaw the mural
project.. “You try to do something
nice for the community (and this is
what happens).”
It took Chavez about a week
to paint the Bridge Street mural.
It’s been spray-painted twice;
the first time was a week after he
completed it. The second time was
last weekend and this time it was
worse, Chavez said.
“I’ve gotten word that some
kids did it,” he said. “I’m not sure
about anything else at this point.”
Chavez did, however, find the
silver lining.

“It got me on the RAW page,”
he said, referring to a Facebook
page that includes crime watch
and community concerns in the
Las Vegas area. “It gave me publicity. If they were out to hurt me,
it backfired.”
Trujillo said Tuesday he would
report the incident to police.
“We are in the beginning stages
of creating public art in public
places and are using the model
from Albuquerque,” Trujillo said.
Muros de Burque includes
murals throughout the streets of
Albuquerque that allows visitors
to discover the people and history
of the area.

Becoming sustainable
Grant funds Las Vegas crop farm
By Gwen Albers
Las Vegas Optic

For Josette Ulibarri,
the chance to garden is
a dream come true.
Born without arms or
legs, Ulibarri is among
15 learning to raise
their own food at the
Las Vegas Demonstration and Training Farm
behind the closed Las
Vegas Middle School.
Three days a week, the
36-year-old and her
mother, Jeanette Roybal,
tend to their 32-squarefoot raised bed.
“We’re vegetarians
and I always wanted to
produce our own food
and herbs,” said Ulibarri, who in 2020 moved
back to Las Vegas with
her mom after living in
Phoenix for 22 years.
State Sen. Pete
Campos, a Democrat
from District 8, helped
See FARM, Page A8

COVID reported
at NMBHI,
schools
By Gwen Albers
Las Vegas Optic

The New Mexico
Behavioral Health Institute has reported one or
more cases of COVID
or exposure to COVID
during 10 of the past 14
days, while West Las
Vegas Middle School
has reported five cases
during the same time
period.
According to data
released on Wednesday by the New Mexico
Environment Department, NMBHI and the
middle school are on
the state Environment
Department’s rapid
response watch-list.
“A rapid response

By Phil Scherer
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Las Vegas legend
Jim Marshall leaves
monumental legacy
behind
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More than a month
after the Las Vegas
City Council failed to
approve Mainstreet de
Las Vegas’ contract for
this year, the two sides
held a special meeting
Wednesday where they
came closer to a compromise.
The city council
agreed to allow its
attorney, Scott Aaron,
to draft an amendment
to last year’s contract,
providing an extension
on the projects that
were not completed due
to COVID-19, with specific deadlines for each
project. Those projects
include beautifica-
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is one or more positive
cases at a school while
on campus,” said Judy
Robinson, spokesperson
for the state Department
of Public Education. “It
could be one person or
it could be six or unlimited.”
Union Elementary
School was also placed
on the watch-list for
having with reports
of COVID on three
separate days over the
last two weeks. Vida
Encantada Nursing &
Rehabilitation, Walmart,
Sierra Vista Elementary,
West Las Vegas High,
Mora High School and
See COVID, Page A7

City council,
Mainstreet closes
in on compromise
Las Vegas Optic Editor

Josette Ulibarri of Las Vegas balances a pepper picked from her garden at the Las
Vegas Demonstration and Training Farm.

calls about a shooting
near a home on County
Road A042 in Mora.
When officers arrived,
they found Serna dead.
During the initial
investigation, police
determined that Serna
and a man police have
not publicly identified
had gotten into an altercation that resulted in Serna
being shot.

Ronald Diehl

tion efforts around the
city and collaborations
with entities like New
Mexico Highlands University.
Additionally, the
governing body
instructed Mainstreet’s
board to rewrite its
new contract to include
deliverable goals and
deadlines for projects
to be completed, which
have not been part of
previous contracts.
To allow for the
revisions to be made
to both contracts,
Wednesday’s meeting
was recessed, to be continued on 4 p.m. Monday at City Hall, when
action will be taken on
See MAINSTREET, Page A7

FIND US ON…
Facebook • Twitter • Instagram

Las Vegas Optic

Julie Suzanne Rodriguez

lasvegasoptic
Today

Vol. 142, No. 76
2 Sections, 14 Pages

Partly cloudy.
WEATHER - A3

OBITUARIES - A3

