
The San Miguel County 
Commission Wednesday 
accepted $4.71 million 
in state funding for road 
projects during a special 
meeting at Pendaries Vil-
lage and Golf Resort. 

The funding from 
the state Department 
of Transportation Local 
Government Road Fund 
is intended to help repair 
roads in small communi-
ties. 

A timeline has not yet 
been established for work 
to begin on the following 
projects: 

•Los Vigiles Road, 
which leads from the 8th 
Street Extension to the 
United World College in 
Montezuma

•Pendaries Road, 
which is the only paved 
road leading into 
Pendaries Village

•Sheridan Road, which 
is off Highway 84 toward 
Santa Rosa

•Chapelle Road in the 
Bernal area

•Storrie Project Road, 
off of South Grand Ave-
nue toward McAllister 
Lake

“The good thing about 

FRIDAY | October 8, 2021

Today
Breezy. Mostly sunny.

WEATHER - A3

Thomas Greer

Donald “Donnie” Padilla

OBITUARIES - A3

DEATHSSports
Robertson and West girls 

soccer match up  

as varsity opponents  

for first time 

B6

HIGH: 79°

LOW: 47°

Vol. 142, No. 80

2 Sections, 14 Pages

Las Vegas Optic

FIND US ON…
Facebook • Twitter • Instagram

lasvegasoptic

Bridge Street merchants 
struggle during $1.6M 
construction project

L
ast Saturday, Blowin 
in the Wind’s total 
sales were $29 from 

the only customer who 
came into the women’s 
clothing and home décor 
shop.

On that same Saturday 
one year earlier, the store at 
108 Bridge St. made $2,200 
in sales.

“It’s killing us,” owner 
Margaret Smith said about 
the $1.6 million project to 
replace outdated sewer, gas 
and water lines in the Old 
Town shopping district. 

Nancy Colalillo, owner 
of Paper Trail and a Bridge 
Street merchant for 25 
years, also said traffic and 
sales are down.

“This on top of COVID 
is like a one-two punch,” 
said Colalillo, who formerly 
owned Tome on the Range 
and Second Tome Around. 

The City of Las Vegas 
broke ground in mid-July 

for the project, which 
includes repaving Bridge 
Street, Plaza Park and side 
streets. The state-funded 
project will require an esti-
mated $300,000 contribution 
from the city, said city utili-

ties director Maria Gilvarry.
Contractor Hays 

Plumbing has 180 days 
to complete the work by 
early January, Gilvarry 
said. Workers put in four, 
10-hour days each week; 

Bridge Street is closed from 
Monday morning through 
the end of the workday on 
Thursday. There is no on 
street parking available dur-
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San Miguel County marijuana 
grower to invest $2M
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Killer receives 
maximum sentence  

for 2018 murder

The Starbucks at 1412 6th St. is set to 
open on Nov. 12, according to a com-
pany spokeswoman.

The store expects to employ 25 part- 
and full-time workers. Positions include 
baristas, shift supervisors and shift man-
agers.

The Starbucks was built in a vacant 
lot that’s primarily been used for park-
ing, first for the former Russell’s grocery 
store and now for Lowe’s at 605 Mills 
Ave., said Benjamin Maynes, build-
ing code supervisor for the City of Las 
Vegas.

The estimated cost of construction is 
$1.5 million, Maynes said.

The coffee giant chose Las Vegas 
because it’s “always looking for great 
locations to better meet the needs of our 
customers,” the company spokeswoman 
said.

The 50-year-old company was 
founded in Seattle’s historic Pike Place 
Market. The name was inspired by the 
classic tale, “Moby-Dick,” evoking the 
seafaring tradition of the early coffee 
traders.

Starbucks has 39,938 stores and is the 
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Margaret Smith, owner of Blowin in the Wind at 108 Bridge St., has lost business 
since the construction began in the Old Town shopping district.
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San Miguel County businessman shares plans for growing marijuana for 
legalized sales, which begin on April 1.

Editor’s note: This is the third in a 

series focusing on how the Las Vegas 

and San Miguel economy may be 

affected by the legalized sale of mari-

juana in New Mexico come April 1.

A San Miguel County hemp 
researcher plans to invest $2 mil-
lion to legally grow marijuana on 
his 13-acre farm.

John Sedillo also anticipates hir-
ing 30 to 40 employees, starting at 
$18 and $20 an hour.

“They don’t need to have prior 
cannabis (growing) experience,” 
Sedillo said. “We like the ability (to 
teach them). We are already inter-
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Starbucks to open on Nov. 12

William R. Daniels was 
sentenced Monday to 16 
years in prison for the 
2018 murder of 46-year-
old Roman Latimer Luce-
ro Sr.

“No amount of time 
will return Mr. Lucero to 
his family,” district attor-
ney Tom Clayton said. 
“We appreciate the court’s 
decision to sentence Dan-
iels to the maximum sen-
tence permitted by law.”

A jury found Daniels, 
63, guilty of second-
degree murder during a 
trial this summer.

Daniels shot and killed 
Lucero in Rociada in 
October 2018. The two 
men had been roommates 
at a ranch bunkhouse 
where Daniels rented the 
main level and Lucero 
rented the upstairs por-
tion.

According to docu-
ments filed in San Miguel 
Magistrate Court in 2018, 
the two men got into a 

verbal argument the eve-
ning of Oct. 27, 2018, near 
the ranch along a stretch 
of Highway 276.

A witness told police 
the argument led to a 
physical altercation and 
that Daniels drew a hand-
gun and shot Lucero. 
Lucero collapsed to the 
ground, and Daniels con-
tinued to fire shots at him, 
a witness said.

Daniels fired at Lucero 
a total of six times with a 
9 mm handgun, according 
to Clayton. Four of those 
shots hit Lucero, with two 
hitting him while he was 
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The Starbucks at 1412 6th St., Las Vegas, is scheduled to open on Nov. 12.


